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Eclipse puts Taj Mahal in the shade 


DONALD MACINTYRE 

Political Editor 
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Chris Patten, Governor of 
Hong Kong, last night iggnpjj a 
starting warning that Britain 
needs radically to “shrink” the 
state, to compete with “boom- 
ing” Asian economies .where 
only 16 to 25 per cent of na- 
tional income goes on public 
spending. 

The former Conservative 
chairman became the most 
authoritative figure on the one- 
nation left of the Tbry party to 
back; a massive reduction in 
state spending as a proportion 
of Gross Domestic Product 
Hie -British percentage cur- 
rent^ is 43 per cent Mr Patten’s 
conversion mirrors that of his 
friend, William Whldegrave, 
the Chief Secretary, who earli- 
er this month said the further 
that spending, as a percentage 
of national income, coold be 
driven below 40, the better. 

Some Tbry MPs wiD see it as 
a sign of the reunification of left 
and right in the run-up to the 
general election, as it coincid- 
ed with an endorsement by 



intfividnaSsm”, or 
“‘that we need an 
assault on the public service”. 


Chris Fatten; Conversion 


secretary, of what is seen as 1 
more Eurosceptic stance of his 
successor, Malcolm Rifldnd- 
Kenneth Clarice, the Chan- 
cellor, said last weekend in a 


BBC interview that it was. 
desirable to “work towards” 
ensuring that the state “realty 
should never take more than 40, 
per cent of GDP”. However, 
Mr Clarke also repeated has 
commitment to a “ hi gh quali- 
ty” health service, higher stan- 
dards of education and the 
welfare state. 

While insstihg that he did not 
advocate a “slash- and-bum” 
approach to public spending, 
Mr Patten used a comparison 
with Hong Kong and cither vi- 
brant Asian economies to stress, 
that “we shah only be able to 
restore the authority of states iy 
shrinking what they do”l 
- Mir Patten said he was not 
calling for die *crasser sort of 


to the Conservative 
Centre to what level expendi- 
ture should be coL He added 
that the big Europea n states 
were a nmSde*bomid but weak, 
ambitious bat derided. Tb do 
• much better they must do less.” 

Mr Patten’s speech came as 
Mr Whldegraue warned the 
. Tbiy backbench fiwnw- com- 
mittee that toughspendmg cots 
wotiM be needed in the current 
round. - 

In Hong Kong, Mr Patten’s 
.intervention will be seen as the 
star! of his re-entry into British 
pdfitks, and of his detachment 
..from local affairs. Nevertheless, 
much of Mr Batten’s trip is 
devoted to Hong Kang affairs. 

' to meetings with Mr Rifkind, 
Michael Howard and Robin 
Cook, Labour’s foreign affairs 
spokesman, the governor is 
pressing fcris case for holders of 
Hong Kon g British passports to 
. be given rights of British resi- 
dence. Mr Patten is especially 
pressing the case of 7,000 resi- 
dents of Indian origin who 
could become stateless. 

Mr Hurd went out of his way 
in a speccfr to the Conser va ti ve 


odds with Mr Rifkind over the 
Chatham House speech deliv- 
ered by the Foreign Secretary, 
in which he said Britain should 
not subordinate its own inter- 
ests in order to maintain in- 


texnational influence. Mr Hurd 


any notion that he wasat 


the European policy now 
_ carried forward by the 
Prime MSmster and the Foreign 
Secretary”. 

But Mr Hurd’s plea not to 
disru pt the “truce” rnsifte the 
party oyer Europe will also be 
seen by pro-Europeans as a 
warning to Cabinet right- 
wingers who have launched a 
fresh effort to persuade Mr 
Major to 1 rule out a single cur- 
rency in the next Parham ent 
Although Mr Major is un- 
derstood to have listened sym- 
pathetically to pleas from a 
group of ministers, inducting 
Lord Qranborne, leader of the 
Lords, for a manifesto com- 
mitmem not to join a single cur- 
rency, Mr Clarke and Michael 
Heseltme, the Deputy Prime 
Minister, are thought stOl to be 
resistant to any change in the 
stance of neither ruling EMU 
membership in or out. Mr 
nwtft in- the . same weekend 
tderisHMi interview stressed his 
enthusiastic support for the. 
"'policy we have all agreed*. 

Patten’s speech, page 19 


Tories uneasy over 


COLIN BROWN 

■} •— Coitira^jondart 


The Lord Chancellor, Lord 
Mackay - of Oashfern, wfll to- 
morrow attempt 2o head off 


ha fa 

■-.-UV 




about divorce law reform. 

With an estimated 100 Tiny 
MPs prepared to vote against the 
changes, the Government is 
Hketytoofiferafref vote. Labour 
support will guarantee its pas- 
sage through the Commons. 

A group of Tbry back- 
benchers, led by John Patten, 
the former Secretary of State for 
Education, are budding oppo- 


sition to the pxjgposals,- which 
- woul^allow cotmte-to dpga^e 

aforaad year witbeutfraw!^ to 
prove that tiae marriage has ir- 
retrieivabtyhrokep down. . 

The IyCtFd ChahceDor is due 
to meet bis party$ MPs to 
settle backbench rawest about 
the Family Homes and Do- 
mestic Violence Bill, wfafcfa ra- 
tionalises civil remedies for 
domestic violence, bat MPs 
said last nigbt they intended to 
express their concern at thepro- 
posed divorce reform KH. 

Senior Conservative back- 
benchers said the Government 
could still be forced to dSmb 



down cm 

IrinlMa^Qtyjs&SKtingthat 
BSQ shotxld .be included in the 
Qoceifs Speecfinext month. 

MrPhltaihascaHedforthe 
Govemmeal tottery fbte Ml" 
-before if binies the institution 


them John Redwood, the le 
exship dbafleage^ argue that the 
better ideas in the divtm^ White 
' Paper could be enacted without 
abolishing the principle of fault 
in divorce. These dements in- 
dude a requirement for the 
person seeking tbe divorce to at- 
tend a compulsory interview 
with a panel of professionals. 


The Lord Chancellor has 
lobbied harfut ^WestmiBSter. 
He said TtxSSntiy at the bunch 
of tbe Catholic Mamajp Care 
organisation: “I wart couples to 
talk to each other. I want them 
to be able to think tbrou^ the 
consequences of divorce before 
it happens.” 

The divorce Bffl is Hasty to be 
introduced in the House af 
Lords.' A number of Catholic 
MPS, including Mr Fatten, are 
opposed to it, but the Catholic 
bishops have welcomed the at- 
tempt to minimise the da-mag ^, 
caused by high divorce rates. 

PoDy Toynbee, page 19 



Dark star A multiple-exposure photograph showing the sun' eclipsed by the shadow of the moon over the Taj 
Mahal yesterday. The sun was eclipsed across a 30-mile band of India Reports, page 3; Photograph: Crdg FujiVAP 


Churches unite to attack 



RHYS WILLIAMS 


Senior representatives of 
Britain’s main churches at- 



tacked the National Lottery 
yesterday, accusing it of un- 
dermining. public culture and 
damaging society. . - - 
In tbe first official cross-de- 
n ominati onal statement since 
the lottery was introduced last 
year, the Council of Churches 
for Britain and Ireland said that . 
the public benefit served by pro- 
ceeds from theweekty draw and 
scratch canty had failed to com- 
pensate for the hand Being 
done to the vulnerable and 

poofer sections of society.- _ 
After a meeting of its social 
responsibility representatives, 
the findings 'will be passed on 
to church leaders.' The council 

said in a statement read by the 
Rt Rev David SKeppard, the 
Bishop of Iiverpool: “On® of 
the 1 achievements of govern- 


ment legislation in the 20th 
amtuiy has been the regulation 
of gambling. The National Lot- 
tery threatens recklessly to dis- 
mantle those regulations. 

“The NatibnaTlrittetys huge 
advertising' budget, ’ coupled 
with publicity in the media, has 
created a.' considerable likeli- 
hood of gambling harm with lit- 
tle prospect of pubfic benefit” . 

The lottery was rindenninmg 
“the public culture”, in which 
“money from taxation, charities 
working at national and local 


levels,' central and local gov- 
ernment have co-operated to 


sustain the c omm on 

■The- council' called on toe 
Government to commissi on in- 
dependent research on all as- 


ttoestabfish a Gam- 
bling Research Councal It abb. 
demanded that no more li- 


cardsbe issued, that the mini- 


mum age for playing the lottery 
be raised to 18, and the size of 
jadmots Emited to ateandJElm. 

Ann nn Hie day after mam than 
600 charities were awarded 
£40mof lottery cash, the coun- 
cil also-reminded people that 
the most effective way of help- 
ing cha rities was by donations. 

A Caxoelot spokesperson 
said last night: “It’s dlsap- 
pom tfnp that the Chnrch is tak- 
ing such a negative view of the 
National Lottery, which is en- 
joyed by 30 million players cadi 
week and has raised over a bil- 
lion pounds for good causes to 
date. Parliament decided that 

the nnmmum age flic playing the 
National Lottray should be 16, 
and we believe this is the right 
a g*» The minim u m age for do- 
ing the Pools is also 16. We are 
confident that our prize struc- 
tnrewiflinarimitextSiirnstotiie 
good causes-” 

. Winning quality, page 5 


Prudential branches 
into telephone banking 


NIC CtCUTTI and 
JOHN WHJXOCK 


Prudential, the UK’s largest 
insurer, yesterday declared war 
on all the high street banks and 
building societies by announc- 
ing that it is to launch a tele- 
phone-based banking service. 

The company said one of its 
main targets would be to per- 
suade its 6 million clients, who 
receive up to £llm a year when 
their policies mature, to bank 
with toe Pru. 

It also intends to launch a 
massive advertising campaign 
aimed at vanning over mulions 
of other bank and building so- 
ciety customers. 

The insurer also aims to 
bring under its own roof toe 
mortgages it c urren tl y a rrang es 
with a panel of other lenders. 

Prudential's move, due to 
begin by the end of next year, 
is part of a £30bai reaigamsatioin 


of the financial services sector 
this year, which has included a 
series of dramatic merger 
proposals. 

Peter Davis, Prudential’s 
group chief executive, said that 
only building society-style de- 
posit accounts would be avail- 
able at first But he did not rule 
out the Pru moving into more 
traditional banking areas, in- 
cluding current accounts, credit 
cards and _ other loans. 

“Offering traditional building 
society products of competitive 
deposits and mortgages is an in^ 
portant step for Prudential in 
widening the range of products 

available to_ our customers,” 
Mr Davis said. 

“Prudential already arranges 
around £700m a year of mort- 
gages for its customers using a 
panel of building societies and 
banks. In addition, we pay out 
more than £lbn per year in ma- 
turing policies which research 


shows is largely placed on de- 
posit with, building societies 
and banks. Given this base, we 
believe we can build a substan- 


tial business in a short period of 
time.” 

The Pru has recruited 
Michael Harris, former chief ex- 
ecutive of First Direct, the 
UK’s first and most successful 
telephone-based bank, to head 
its banking operation. 

Tbe hunch will be backed by 
Prudential’s 7,000-strong direct 
sales' force and a £70m invest- 
ment on equipment and office 
space. 

Experts yesterday greeted 
the announcement with enthu- 
siasm. “It’s very positive news," 
said Nick Bunker, an analyst at 

ABN AMRO Hoare Govetl. 
‘'There’s always been a strate- 
gic case for the Prudential to be 
m toe mortgage lending and 
nt-taking business.” 
on the banks, page 21 
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Rfyersin danger 

Scotland's rivets, avital 
natural resource for m-, 
dustries such as tourism, 
fishing and whisky, are 
being destroyed by pol- 
lution and buikfing de- 
velopments, toe World 
Wide Fund for Nature ■ 
warned. Page 9 


Vbte of no confidence 

The Confederation of British Industry 
reported the biggest drop in business 
- i rimtcm since Britain tumbled out of 
~ exchange rate media- 


Z 


nism in.l$92. Its latest survey confirms 
slower growth, described by A ndrew 
Buxton, chairman, of the CBFsEco- 
nomic Affairs Committee,' as a “warn- 
ing signal”. ■ 21 


Abuse inquiry vBRfict 

John Bemtett, director of social 
services in Ncfffhumberi&nd for 

to retire on^toe^oi^S 1 of 
“pe rman ent 3J-heaith” after an 
inquiry, accused him of mis-, 
leading government officials 
over abuse in local children’s 
homes.. B*g*2 
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Aneralfigit 

Lord Young of Dartington is 

spearteadmj| & Wd to head off 
the privatisation of council cre- 
matoria, which he sots wiD lead 
take-over ty one US 
a/ . funera l-company- B»ee2 

OBTTTTAB 23.'. SPQBT25-23- . 



^cficatwtttvfcawal 

Both the Eurcpean Commis- 
sion and toe European Parlia- 
ment backed sway from any 
confrontation with France over 
the issue of French nuclear 
tests. hpH 



COMMENT 


Chris Patten: The case for seriously slimming down 
the state sector. Page 19 

Polly Toynbee predicts that proposals for divorce 
reform could turn into another Child Support 

Agency fiasco. Page 19 

News Analysis: A high street bank to suit every 
kind of need? Page 17 

Robert Fisk's Beirut diary. Page 17 

Leading article: Beware the French Lieutenant 7 s 
Grockle. Page 18 

Another View: Bobbies on the beat Page 18 


Weather The whole of toe British Isles can expect a day of 
sunshine and showers, with gusty south-west winds. Scotland 
wiH- be vety windy, with heavy showers. Section TWo, page 21 
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If you sponsor Shomita, 



no one will have to 
sponsor her children 


Uttte Shomte Is fust six years oW and the only We 
shs^i known is one o( lungsc poverty and »*«««« But by 
the tirra she has ettidran of her own. bus could be a very 
different story. 

It ctxiJd be one about famSes, about vilagara working 
together to earn their m twing. About children who can 
read and wt*b and haw a futue. About a community that 
car treat the sick and is free from fatal diseases. And if it 
is. d is because you care enough w sponsor a child. 

In ratlin, wall keep you in touch wtth regular reports 
from on held workers plus a photograph and messages 
frem the child you sponsor 

PU»6e sponsor a child today. With your help, wo 
reaDy can change the lulire. 
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The Rosemary West trial: Pathologist tells court how alleged victims were bound, gagged, and.. dismembered 

Grim remains reveal ‘torture masks’ 


WILL BENNETT 

The masks allegedly used to 
silence women who were kepi 
alive while being sexually 
abused by Rosemary and Fred- 
erick West were described to the 
jury ai Winchester Crown Court 
yesterday. 

Seven of the nine victim* 
whose remains were found at 
the couple’s home at 25 
Cromwell Street. Gloucester, 
had been masked or gagged. 
Most had been decapitated and 
dismembered and many had 
bones missing. 

Details of the grim discover- 
ies during the police excavation 
at Cromwell Street last year 
were given to the court by Pro- 
fessor Bernard Knight, a Home 
Office forensic pathologist who 
was called to examine the 
remains found at the house. 


Mrs West. 41, denies mur- 
dering ten girls and young 
women whose remains were 
found at 25 Cromwell Street 
and at the West's previous 
home in Gloucester. Mr West, 
who was charged with 12 mur- 
ders was found dead in his 
prison cell on the 1st January 
this year. 

The court heard that the 
bones of Shirley Hubbard, 15, 
were found in the cellar at 
Cromwell Street with her skull 
encased in a mask of brown 
parcel-type adhesive tape 
wound around her head 11 or 
12 times. Inserted in this was a 
plastic tube, part of which was 
bent up to reach her nostrils. 

Alison Chambers, 16, Was dis- 
covered with a leather belt fas- 
tened around her skull while a 
knotted cloth, square-folded 
and rolled to form a loop, was 



Bernard Knight: Remains 
were in 'anatomical disarray* 

found next to the skull of 
Therese Siegenthaler, 21. 

Lucy Partington. 21. had two 
pieces of woven cord-type 
material knotted together below 
her jaw, and Juanita Mott, 18, 
was discovered with a bond of 


arotm^^teck of ha bead and 
with a plastic covered rope 
wrapped around other bones. 

A ring-mask of adhesive tape 
was found near the skull of Lyn- 
da Gough 19, and Carol Coop- 
er, 15, was discovered with an 
elasticated doth band around 
the low part of her skull which 
had been wound round her jaw 
and the back of her head. 

There were no masks on 
Heather West. 16, or Shirley 
Robinson, IS, whose remains 
were also found at 25 Cromwell 
Street, or on those of Char- 
maine West, 8. daughter of Mr 
West’s Gist wife Rena, discov- 
ered at their previous home at 
25 Midland Road, Gloucester. 

Professor Knight said that 
most of the bodies had been de- 
capitated, dismembered and 
had the legs removed at the hip 


joints. The remains discovered 
at Cromwell Street were in 
“anatomical disarray” in graves 
too small for them to be buried 
full-length. 

In every case bones were 
nrissng, most commonly one or 
both knee caps, and large num- 
bers of wrist, ankle, toe and fin- 
ger bones. There were cut 
marks made by sharp imple- 
ments on many bones and a 
knife was found in Lucy 
Partington's grave. 

Professor Knight said that it 
was not possible to give the 
Cause of death in any of these 
cases or to say whether or not 
decapitation and dismember- 
ment took place after the 
victims had died. ' 

During the evidence about 
the remains of Heather West, 
her mother, who normally 
watches everything being said in 


the witness box, looked intently 
at the floor of the dock. . 

Earlier the jury had listened 
to tape recording of police in- 
terviews witti Mrs ^%st after her 
arrest in February last year. 

Detective Servant Terence 
Onions told her that Mr West 
had gone back, to 25 Cromwell 
Street with police officers: DS 
Onions said: “During that vis- 
it to the house he indicated the 
officers were digging in the 
wrong area of thepatio or gar- 
den. He thfcn indicated where 
they should dig and indicated to 

wfraldepth they should dig. 

. ^.‘Ashort while ago human 
Remains have been recovered 
form the area which Mr west 
has indicated and for obvious 
reasons we believe those human 
remains to be those of your 
^ daughter Heather. Is there any- 
thing you want to say about 


that?” Mrs West shook her 
head and -did not 'reply. OS 
Onions asked: “Was [Heather] , 
killed becanse,as yousajd, she 
wasdifferent from die rest be- 
cause she was going to How the 
whistle on what happened in 
your house? Which, from state - 
ments I have read from 3 »ur 
children, was a bit ISe a prison 

for them.*’ Mrs Wfest saicLJT do 
not know nothing about & r 

During dm interview she told 
police that her husband' had 
forced her to hare sex with Mack 
men who paid him for this, and 
that site had slept with one of 
them the night after Headier 
vanished. She said that her 
husband was a violent man 
who had hit her on a number of 
occasions, once . twisting her 
jaw, and that he had once tried 
to choke her. 

The trial .continaes today. 


IN BRIEF 


Siamese twins given 
private funeral 

The Siamese twins Nicole and 
. pine Astbuiy, who died last 
Thursday after surviving 35 
Idays, were buried yesterday at 
Denton cemetery, Man ches te r. 
The girls' father.: Brian Ast- 
■ 7ft. ewrfed the joint coffin. 
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Peer leads fight 
to scupper sale 
of crematoria 


PETER VICTOR 

Lord Young of Darlington is 
spearheading an attempt to 
head off the privatisation of 
council crematoria. The Na- 
tional Funerals College, which 
is writing to all the local au- 
thorities in Britain, claims the 
sale of council crematoria will 
lead to a mass takeover by one 
American funeral company. 

Lord Young, a life peer and 
founding president of the fu- 
nerals college, has laid down a 
motion in the House of Lords 
aimed at scuppering the Gov- 
ernment's planned privatisa- 
tion of Britain's 193 municipal 
crematoria. 

According to the funerals 
college, the Government plans 
to transfer these to the private 
sector “on as large a scale as 
possible”. 

It will offer councils a “bribe" 
to encourage them to sell, the 
college adds. “Up to now the 
grip of the central government 
has required councils to set 
aside 50 per cent of any cre- 
matoria sales and use it to re- 
deem debt. Under the new 
regulations they will be able to 
keep for their general purpos- 
es 90 per cent rather than 50 per 
cent of the proceeds. 

“The inducement is to oper- 
ate only for a period of 18 
months from 1 January 1996. 
Privatisation is to be rushed 
through, it seems, before the 
general election.” 

Local authorities are trader 
financial pressure to raise funds 
for the cost of meeting new en- 
vironmental regulations on pol- 


lution. Under the Environmen- 
tal Protection Act, crematoria 
have to meet new smoke-emis- 
sion standards, and the cost is 
likely to be at least £450,000 to 
upgrade each crematorium. 

The Government has also 
told councils that they must get 
money from private sector part- 
ners or buyers before seeking 
any cash from taxpayers for the 
improvements. 

According to the funerals 
college only one private sector 
buyer has expressed any inter- 
est; Service Corporation In- 
ternational, an American 
funeral service company, has al- 
ready acquired funeral directors 
covering 15 per cent of the Unit- 
ed Kingdom funeral market 

A college spokesman said: 
“The Government will be help- 
ing to create a monopoly, start- 
ing with a series of local 
monopolies - linking local 
funeral directors to the local cre- 
matorium. The costs of funer- 
als are already an awful burden 
to some people and the burden 
could become much more so in 
the future." 

This is particularly worry- 
ing. accordiig to the college, be- 
cause there will be no outside 
regulator to oversee the funer- 
al companies. It warns: “If the 
Government refuses to with- 
draw its latest privatisation, the 
commercialisation of funerals 
could be taken much further 
than it has so far. The funda- 
mental religious significance of 
a funeral could be further 
dimmed by an array of devices 
for making more money out of 
death.” 




mutilated bodywas 
yards from" her home 
Common near Nunea 
September after.sbe 1 „ 

out to post a leuerLFOiicp -de- 
scribed it as an ^eliminatioh ex- 
ercise", which is not compulsory. 

Gurkhas reprieved 

Four hundred Gurkhas - who 
were going to. be made redun- 
dant because of army cuts will 
be kept on for anothemhree 
years to fiD gaps in British r in- 
fantry regiments resulting. from 
the current recruiting cr$n&. 

Archdeacon ouslte^ 

most rontroverSHttradit mal-. 
ists, the Venerable Gi urge 
Austen; the A riadeact l of 
York, has lost his fight for seat 
on the General jsynod- The 
Venerable Christopher Haw- 
thorn, the Archdeacon, of 
Cleveland, replari^ him. V. - 

Members df .tfieJwe Brigade 
Union in . Mef$£yside Lau- 
nounced more 2$*hour Stakes 
- on l v 2,'4 andfi'Nbvemtfer '-" 
when talks, ovsety^fr lbsses taaef. 
shift pattems forike driven.^ 

One up, three down 

A man who fell through three 
floors when Ids terrace house in 
Huddersfield collapsed walked 


Face to face: Archbishop Desmond Tutu wftii hishust, by John Houlston, which was presented to Kin£s-GollegB London yesterday Photograph OiUon-Biyden 
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Prison attack leads to security inquiry 


An inquiry was set upyesterday 
into prison security as it 
emerged that Michael Sams, a 
convicted killer, had made sev- 
eral threats before he tried to 
throttle a probation worker at 
Wakefield jail writes Jason 
Bennetto. 

Sams. 53, attacked the pro- 


bation officer, Julia Flack, 49, 
an archdeacon’s wife, on Mon- 
day as she held a surgery in the 
prison. Sams was jailed two 
years ago for the murder of Julie 
Dart and the kidnap of an 
estate agent, Stephanie Slater. 

The National Association of 
Probation Officers claimed that 


no one had told its workers that 
Sams had been transferred to 
the prison’s B wing, where the 
incident took place. 

Its assistant general secretary 
Harry Fletcher also claimed 
that there had been complaints 
that Sams had made. a number 
of threats, mainly against female 


members of staff. The Prison 
Service is investigating the case. 

The announcement came on 
the day that a Government re- 
port was published, revealing 
the results of a survey in which 
one-third of the Hertfordshire 
probation staff who took part 
said they had experienced 


threats, abuse or assaults over 
a three-year period. 

Better training and risk, as- 
sessment must be carried out, 
the report said. It added that the 
number of dangerous crimi- 
nals probation workers deal 
with bad more than doubled 
since 1983 to 14,000 in 1993. 
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You don’t have to be a Direct Line customer to apply. 


OK dear, just when it 
looked like building 
societies were catching 
up with Direct Line, we 
go and lower our rates. 


Council chief quits in abuse row 



Building societies have changed their rates. \Xfc\c changed our rates. So 
nothing s really changed. You stiff saw over £50 a month if you transfer your 
existing mortgage to Direct Line. Your legal costs arc still limited to only £300 and 
you can still arrange everything from die comfort of your own home. 


GLENDA COOPER 

A council .social services direc- 
tor is retiring after an inquiry ac- 
cused him of misleading 
government officiate over abuse 
in local children’s homes. 

John Benneu, director of 
social services in Northumber- 
land for nine years, has applied 
to retire on “grounds of per- 
manent ill-health”, the council 
leader, lan Swithenbank, said 
last night. 

The report, commissioned 
by Northumberland County 
Council and carried out by 
William Kilgallon, chief execu- 
tive of a Leeds housing trust, 
found that the reasons Mr Ben- 
nett gave for suppressing alle- 
gations of practices “akin to 
pindown” to both the Depart- 
ment of Health and his own so- 
cial services committee were 
“not convincing”. 

In 1991 the department re- 
quested all authorities to review 
residential child care practices 
in the wake of the Staffordshire 
“pindown” inquiry. The report 
defines pindown as containing 






John Bennett, left, and W9Ram KggoBoo, who found the drector 
suppressed evidence of ‘pindown’ in a chfldren’s home . 


“the worst element of institu- 
tional control” such as special 
clothing, stria routine, segre- 
gation and humiliation. 

Eight of the nine homes in 
Mr Bennett's area were found 
to be satisfactory. But at 
Netherton Park, which houses 
boys an,d oris with difficult be- 
haviour, the review team found 
“a very worrying general atti- 
tude towards cimdren and [the 


log bools} contained material 
indicating practices that might 
be said to be “akin to pm- 
down". The team, recommend- 
ed an independent review 
should be set op “as a matter of 
urgency”. 

However Mr Bennett with- 
drew ah oopies of the report and 
fold the social services com-, 
mittee that there “was no evi- 
dence of practices similar to 


those which took place in 
Staffordshire” and also report- 
ed back to the Department of 
Health that areas of concern 
“did not indicate a regime akin 
to pindown”. 

Mr Bennett fold the inquiry 
that he felt thru the review 
team had reached the wrong 
caxxdutiOflS.MrK3gaIlan said: 
“In my view the reports to the 
social services committee and to 
the Department of Health do 
not reflect ffieamdusions of the 
review team and the reasons giv- 
en for the withdrawal of their 
report are not convincing.” 

Mr Bennett’s decision to 
stand down came as a surprise 
development from yesterday’s 
pub6cationoftheirKjuiryreport 
winch was initially set up to look 
into the separate issue of com- 
plaints about the Meadowdale 
Children’s Home at Bedlington 
daring the 1970s and 1980s. 

The report into sexual and 
physical abuse at Meadowdale 
will now be referred back to the 
Crown Prosecution Service af- 
ter the local authority ac- 
knowledged that there was 


“sufficient substance to the al- 
legations to give serious cause 
for concern”. 

The Kilgallon report speaks 
of three staff members, who 
used “physical chastisement, 
particularly on male residents", 
including the practice known as 
“knuddfog"-a blow to the head 
with a fisL 

The report also looked at the 
issue of “inappropriate re- 
straint” at Meadowdale arising 
from children who, due to then- 
disabilities, had difficulty nsing 
ordinary furniture or beds. 

“Bobertf [not his real name], 
now aged 16, suffering from 
cerebral palsy and epilepsy, 
was filmed aged 10 tied down 
in his bed with a baby harness 
and thick leather straps. 

The video was given to his 35- 
year-old mother by her son’s 
former foster parents who ob- 
tained it accidentally. She said: 
“I felt disgusted when I saw ft. 
Someone somewhere will have 
to answer to me over this. What 
I hope is that the report will 
show.that the people who did 
this are going to be punished.” 



Children betrayed by the professionals 
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Allegations of abuse in homes 
contain the sad irony: the chil- 
dren were pat there because it 
was thought they would be 
safer, writes Qaida Cooper: As 
the mother of “Robert”, who 
went to Meadowdale, said: “I 
handed him over to these ‘pro- 
fessionals’ and the is how I've 
been repaid." 

The Cleveland inquiry in 
1987 identified serious faults in 
the system by which children 
were taken into care. Foot 
years later "pindown" -where 
cfapdren in the care of Stafford- 
shire County Council were kept 
in isolation for days as a pun- 


ishment for unruly behaviour - 
catapulted care m residential 
homes into prominence: 
Under pindown, children 
were left in their nightclothes, 
not allowed to speak to anyone, 
had to knock on the door to go 
to the lavatory and had no 
books or entertainment Some 
tried to kill themselves. 

But Staffordshire was not 
the only scandal In the 1980s, 
at the kincora boys’ home in 
Northern Ireland, three people, 
including the housefather, were 
convicted of sexual offences. 

Frank Beck was convicted in 
1991 of 17 charges of sexual and 


physical abuse affrays and girls 
in Leicestershire children’s 
homes. He died in prison in 
June 1994. 

TWo damning independent 
reports into the case were pub- 
lished in February 1993. One, 
for the Police Complaints Au- 
thority, accused officers of “in- 
competence, negligence and 
prejudice” in dealing with Beck 
and blamed them for tending to 
disbelieve chfldren. 

The other report into the 
county's social services depart- 
ment judged managers “inade- 
quate, naive and out of their 
depth”. In 1992, a police inquiry 


into allegations of abuse in 
children's homes in North 
Whies became the biggest in- 
vestigation ever mounted. 

It was estimated there were 
more than 200 allegations of 
abuse revolving around two 
cotmdl-nm children's homes; 
Bryn Estyn, in Wrexham, 
Ciywd, and Tjfr Felin, in Ban- 
gor, Gwynedd 

Altogether 46 homes were 
under investigation in Oywd 
.and 17 In Gwynedd. Peter 
Howaith, deputy principal of 
Bryn Estyn between 1976 and 
1984 was jailed for 10 years for 
indecency with children. Two 


other men received jail sen- 
tences after being found guilt}' 
of sexual assaults and two oth- 
ers were given conditional dis- 
charges. 

Less than six months ago, a 
report said Islington Council’s 
“politically correct” equal op- 
potunities poEw led to children; 
being left at risk from suspect-; 
ed child abusers. 

The council was accused of . 
operating a “pro-active” anti- ' 
discrimination policy of J 
recruiting staff without con- ■ 
‘Acting checks on their back- 1 
ground, thus faffing to protect 
children from unsuitable staff, i 
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Solar black out: Millions gather to see Moon obstruct morning light as India’s superstitious stay inside to ward off evil spirits 



■ three down Darkest hour The total eclipse of the sun at Saraburi in central Thailand yesterday, while (right) young Buddhist monks view a partial eclipse at Mae Sot on the border between Thailand and Burma 
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Rajasthan 

In confusion, the birds stopped 
flying. The sun was still sinning 
in the Rajasthan desert, and yet. 
it grew cold. The shadows cast 
by the neem trees spilled out 
over the ground and spread, un- 
til the earth and the sky xan to- 
gether like quicksilver. India’s 
last total solar echpse of the cen- 
tury was beginning. 

The total solar eclipse was 
seen by millions across Asia. It 
stretched in a narrow band, 
around 100 miles wide, from 
Afghanistan through Pakistan, 
northern India, -Bangladesh, 
Burma, Thailand, and Borneo. 


In Bangkok, the eclipse made 
the rush-hour traffic jams even 
worse as people' stopped to 
gaze heavenwards at the dark- 
ening morning sky. . 

' . India’s Thi Mahal, which was 
only partially in the eclipse's 
path, was bathed in peaify twi- 
light, while the sky blackened, 
completely over Cambodia’s 
Angor 1 Wht temples. . 

Nobody wants to see a solar 
eclipse alone, when the light ;bf 
the heavens goes out, and along 
the road to Jaipur, incongruous 
groups - shepherd boys, lorry 
drivers, tourists and a few am- 
aloirastroncttneis^haddledto^ 
gether in-awe of ti\e eclipse’s 
dark beauty. 


The shepherds and gaunt, 
turbanned fanners passed 
around a blackened glass, or 
tried viewing the eclipse 
- through a sweet wrapper. They 
sneaked hurried glimpses at 
the sun as though peeking 
through a doorway at something 
forbidden, dangerous, while 
beside- them, astronomers 
twirled the knobs on their tint- 
ed-lens telescopes and cursed 
every time the elusive eclipse 
slid from sigfrL 
On the highway between 
Delhi and Jaipur, a man ap- 
peared selfing day-glow green 
Sunglasses “special for eclipse 
only”. At five rupees a pair, the 
salesman found a few customers 


and then cycled off to make his 
last profit this century on gar- 
ish eclipse sunglasses. 

As the Moon crossed in front 
of the Sun, I could see an effect 
known as the Diamond Ring, in 
which the sunrays blaze out 
from a deep valley on the 
Moon’s edge Hke a sparkling 
gem. The sky was dark enough, 
in mid-morning, to see a thorny 
cluster of stars. In seconds, the 
Sun was entirely blotted out by 
the -Moon. Solar flares, some 
slithering out into spaoe for 3 
mil lion miles, became visible, I 
could see where foe ancients be- 
lieved that during an edipse, the 
Sun was being devoured by an- . 
gry serpents. These supemmoos 


die hard; far off in the Rajasthan 
desert, a gun was fired, pre- 
sumably at the eclipse. 

The complete solar eclipse 
lasted around 30 seconds, per- 
haps less, lb witness this, I had 
dragged my family out of bed 
at 4am and driven 100 miles 
down die Jaipur road, one of the 
most perilous in all India. Usu- 
ally, the highway streams with 
buses, lorries and came] carts, 
but because of bad hide associ- 
ated with eclipses, maiy drivers 
stayed at home. 

Not all the drivers did, 
though. Where the highway 
narrowed fora bridge, three lor- 
ries had crashed. A few corpses 
were laid out under a dirty 


canvas. As we stopped to ex- 
amine the wreck, a Sikh asked 
if we were going to see the 
eclipse. He was. 

Was the edipse inauspicious? 
The Sikh glanced at the burn- 
ing lorry on the Jaipur road and 
sluugged,“Na this is a (kDy oc- 
currence". 

Returning to the capital yes- 
terday morning, I found the 
streets deserted even though it 
was Supposed to be a normal 
work day. People who had 
stayed in New Delhi during the 
edipse said that the sudden 
darkness had grounded thou- 
sands of crows and other birds. 

Even though Hindu as- 
tronomers have been adqpt at 


predicting eclipses since the 
fifth century, ancient supersti- 
tions about the curse of the gods 
stffl grip many Indians. Pregnant 
women were warned to stay in- 
doors to shield against harm to 
their foetuses, and many Hin- 
dus refused breakfast because 
foe eclipse's shadow rays are be- 
lieved to contaminate food. 

Thousands of Hindu holy 
men, known as sadhus, con- 
verged on a large tank at Ku- 
mkshetra. 70 miles west of 
New' Delhi, to wash away foe 
polluting effects of the edipse. 
Many Indians shuttered them- 
selves up at home, watching the 
event on television' or per- 
forating ceremonies to ward off 


Photographs: Reuter 


the persona] and national 
calamities winch are thought to 
follow in an eclipse’s wake. 

Earlier Guards at Cambo- 
dia’s Angor Wat temples had 
been disarmed to stop them 
from shooting in a panic at the 
dragon swallowing the sun. 
Thousands of Bu ddhist monks 
and visitors also gathered anx- 
iously at Armor to watch 
whether the eclipse would bring 
good luck or lad. 

But after studying the omens, 
foe monks deemed the edipse 
to be good. For foe hundreds of 
astronomers, including over 50 
from Britain, who gathered 
along the path of foe edipse, 
there was never any doubt 




is a 


awe-inspiring 




erov 


A total solar edipse -when the 
disc of the moon, completely 
covers that of the son - occurs 
because of a fluke of nature. 
The apparent sire of the two 
discs in foe sky are almost iden- 
tical, which makes it posable for 
foe moon to blot out the sun. 

The true diameter of foe 
sun is some 400 times greater 
than that of foe moon, but be- 
cause the sun is about 400 
times further away, they both 
appear to be the same size 
when viewed from Earth, which 
creates foe “black-out" effect of 
an edipse. - 

Jacqueline Mitton of the 
Royal Astronomical Society 
0 ' said that total solar eclipses, 

■ such as the one that swept yes- 

terday across a large swathe of ' 
south-east Asia, from India to 
Indonesia, are an “awe-inspir- . 
ing” event. “Gradually, foe 


A triGk. of the light can change the 
course of history, writes Steve Connor 


moon edges further over foe 
face of foe sun. For just a few. ' 
minutes, foe sun’s yellow disk 
is completely covered, leaving 
onlythe ghostly fgbt of the sun’s 
corona. Darkness falls as if it 
were night.” 

Such is foe drama of a total 
solar .edfpse that, in-585BG an 
edipse ended foe five-year war . 
between King Alyattes of foe 
Lydians and King Cyaxares of 
the Medes. Another in 413BC 
so terrified the Athenians, that, 
foe-Syracusians found them 
easy to slaughter. And in 
AD840, a total edipse caused 
Louis ofBavaria to die of fright 

The apparent sizes of foe sim 
and moon can vary slightly 
'because the distance between 


foe moon and foe Earth also 
changes. This means that some- 
times foe moon’s disk is too 
small for a total edipse, catisl 
ing an “annular” eclipse, where 
the bright outside rim of the sun 
remains visible. 

In 1919, British astronomers 
used a total edipse to demon- 
strate that fight rays from dis- 
tant stars are bent by the gravity 
of foe sun, hdping to prove Ein- 
stein's theory of relatively, ac- 
cording to Yvonne Elsworth, 
lecturer jn physics at Birming- 
ham University. 

Dr Elsworth added - that 
recording the times and dates 
of solar edqpses has also enabled 
scientists to make precise mea- 
surements of the orbital track 


of the moon and foe planets. A 
total solar edipse also allows as- 
tronomers to study foe moun- 
tains of foe moon, because of 
foe shadows it generates as.foe 
moon moves past foe son. An- 
other subject of research as- 
sisted by a solar edipse is foe 
son’s outer corona - its upper 
atmosphere which, at one mil- 
lion degrees Celsius, is much 
hotter than the surface. 

A total hinar edipse occurs 
when foe Earth moves between 
the sun and.tbe moon, causing 
the Earth’s shadow to fell on foe 
moon and cover it completely. 

Christopher Columbus used 
his knowledge of lunar eclipses 
to predict one on foe night of 
29Febrnaiy 1504. He then told 
the natives of Jamaica foal 
God would be angiy with them, 
unless they gave him supplies 
for his ship - which they did. 


i 


£ l 



;i ■■ 


4011^' 


SIMON CALDER and 
STEVE CONNOR 

A rush of bookings is expected 
for trips to OuteT Mongolia 
after yesterday’s .solar eclipse 
across Asia. The next total 
solar edipsewifl take place in 
foe worlds coldest country in 
March 1997: . even though 
March temperatures in Mon- 
golia fall as low as -35C (-95F),- 
astronomical holidays to foe 
chosen viewing site north of 
Ulan Bator are selling fast. 

Public interest in holidays 
based "around astronomical 
events bas grown steadily since 
1986, when thousands of en- 
thusiastic amateurs converged 
on places like Cairns in north 
Queensland for the once-in-a- 
Kfetime vrafby Halley's Comet. 
Eclipses are much more ‘fre- 
quent and predictable events, 
with the United States space 
y agency Nasa providing detailed 
predictions of t i min g, location 
and duration. ■ . 

Using rh« Hahi, specialist, 
tour operators sturty meteoro- 
logical records to find foe most, 
favourable spot on the ecUr“ 
track, then construct honds 
based on tie convenience oft 
Earth. Moon, ana Sun. For 
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Michael Gill, from Solihull in 
foe West Midlands, yesterday’s 
total edipse was his- fifth suc- 
cessful viewing out of six at- 
tempts. “Every eclipse is 
different, and for this one foe 
sun's corona was beantifiiL You 
just long for more,* 1 he said. 

Many of the 312 people tak- 
en to Eatehpur Sflm, hear New 
Delhi, yesterday by Explorers 
Tburs from Beijbfoire were vet- 
eran eclipse watchers. They 
bnitpffl jfl a itwrttTWHm wf £795 for 
a week in India, indudfagretiun 
fligh ts from London and visits. 

to the TM Mahal m Agra and the 

Old royal observatory in Jaipur. 

Tampers flared at one point 

-between rival groups Of ob- 
servers, Tito British contingent 
had arranged for part of foe an- 
cient site to be reserved for its 
members, but upon. arrival at 

Ann a lnratimi mM slrftfldV 


filled with a team of Japanese 
astronomers plus four-armed 
guards. British observers re- 
treated to higher ground, amid 
accusations of bribery: The 
Japanese were also castigated 
for using a public address sys- 
temic keep observers informed ■ 
about foe progress of the Moon 
across the surface of foe Sun. 

Yesterday's eclipse was re- 
garded. as painfully brief by 
seasoned watchers, a mere 45 
seconds compared with a the- 
oretical maximum of more than 
sevenmimjte&Soassoanasfoe 
"fourth contact" took' place 
(the moment when foe Moon 
slipped away from the surface 
of the Sun), plans were being 
laid for other eclipses between 
now and the end of foe Mil- 
lennium. The total edqse In the 
Caribbean in February 1998 is 
expected to attract considerably 


more interest than the Mon- 
golian event, with the island of 
Curasao one of foe favourite 
viewpoints. And the only total 
edipse on British soil this cen- 
tury is scheduled for foe west of 
Cornwall in An gust 1999. Al- 
though the weather omens are 
not promising bookings in the 
Truro area are already heavy. 

The interest in astronomical 
phenomena is not restricted to 
amateur astronomers; as well as 
all the news crews at Fhtehpnr 
Sikri, two television teams were 
filming for documentaries to be 
shown in Britain. . 

Deuce Hardie, a retired BBC 
film unit manager and director 
of the solar section of the 
British Astronomical Associa- 
tion, missed out on yesterday’s 
edipse bat has seen at least half 
a dozen others around the 
world. “It’s become popular 
with the modern-day travel. 
Eclipse tours axe foem-thmgai 
foe moment People go out to 
look around a country and in- 
clude an edipse at the same 
time. Some tour operators 
make it a feature," he said 

Hk best persona] experience 
of totality was in Mexico in 1991 
when a total solar eclipse last- 
ed more than six minutes. 



Until then, there’s Glenfiddich to enjoy. 






Why do we need the Referendum Party? 

Both the Conservative and Labour parties 
are committed to the Maastricht Treaty which 
has resulted in a major transfer of sovereignty 
to European institutions. Both parties have 
refused to submit the European issue to a public 
vote or referendum. Fundamental constitutional . 
changes, relinquishing sovereignty, should 
require the consent of the people. 

The purpose of the Referendum Party is to 
present candidates whose single responsibility 
is to vote in Parliament for such a referendum. 

Is there anything else on the Referendum 
Party's political agenda? 

No. The Referendum Party has been 
created for one reason only: to obtain a fair 
referendum on Europe. Once the referendum 
has been held, the Party will dissolve itself. 

This is explicitly written into the Party's consti- 
tution. The Referendum Party has no other 
agenda or purpose. 

But aren't referenda contrary to Britain's 
political tradition? 

There have been 4 referenda since 1973, 
all on fundamental constitutional issues. They were: 

^The Northern Ireland Border Poll, 8 March 1973. 

*UK. membership of the European Economic 
Community (EEC), 5 June 1975. (To be a 
member of the EEC as it was then structured 
according to the Treaty of Rome.) 

^Devolution for Scotland, 1 March 1979. 

^Devolution for Wales, 1 March 1979. 


Christian Democrats, and most European 
Socialists support the general line of the 
German proposals. 

In 1975, when Britain voted by referen- 
dum to join the European Economic 
Community, the proposal was quite different. 
The Community was to consist of sovereign 
nations which would cooperate to their mutual 
advantage without abandoning their national 
identities. The concept was one of a family of 
nations, not of a single European supra-state. 

No matter whether you are in favour of or 
against Maastricht, you should nonetheless wel- 
come a referendum,. Those in favour should 
realise that so radical a change needs to be 
endorsed by a majority of the public. Those 
opposed seek a right to vote against the proposals. 

When both major parties hold similar 
views on a single vital issue of overwhelming 
importance the only way for the electorate to 
express itself is by a referendum. 

Does that mean the Referendum Party is 
opposed to the single market? 

No. The Referendum Parly's only policy 
concerns the need for a fair referendum on 
Maastricht and any successor treaty. However, 
it should be clear that there is a fundamental 
difference between the 1986 Single European 
Act, which removed barriers to the free move- 
ment of people, goods and services within 
Europe, and the Maastricht Treaty, which pro- 
vides the legal and political framework for a 
single European supra-state. The latter repre- 
sents an irreversible transfer of power and 
should be submitted to a popular vote. 


More recently, John Major has promised a 

referendum in Ulster on the outcome of the How many candidates will the Referendum 
peace talks. Party field? 


Will the Referendum Party fight by-elections? 

No... 

How can I participate in the Referendum 
Party's campaign? 

" We welcome support and active involve- 
ment and hope that those who share our objec- 
tives will register with us as supporters. 

Does the Referendum Party welcome as 
supporters those who axe in favour of 
Maastricht but, nonetheless, approve of a 
referendum? 

Of course. The Referendum Party's pur- 
pose is exclusively to obtain a referendum so 
that people can vote on an issue which will 
affect their whole future. After a referendum 
has been obtained, the party will dissolve itself 
and individual supporters will be free to cam- 
paign as they see fit. . 

Have candidates already been recruited? 

We have established a national organisation 
with regional representation which currently is 
appointing candidates. We are organising qui- 
etly but certainly throughout the country. 

Would it not be preferable just to support 
Eurosceptic MPs against their opponents? 

In every constituency, we will make a 
political judgment as to whether or not to field 
a candidate. Our plan is to support MPs of the 
major parties who are formally committed to 
voting for a fair referendum, by not putting for- 
ward candidates against them. As we have wit- 
nessed in the present Parliament, it is not suffi- 
cient just to have a minority of Eurosceptics in 
the established parties to obtain a referendum, 
no matter the extent of their commitment. 


Maastricht, should consider the issues publicly. .. 
and put forward proposals to the Speaker of the 
House of Commons. . 

If the main political parties commit to a ref- 
erendum, will the Referendum Party stand 
; down? ■ 

Yes. If the question arid the terms of the . 
debate are fair and the result is binding. 

Would the Referendum Party then dissolve 
itself? 

Yes. 

What happens if- the Referendum Party 
were to obtain a majority in a General 
Election? ' 

It is possible - to pass a single piece of legis- 
lation in a matter of weeks. Therefore, a 
Referendum Act could be passed quickly and a 
fresh General Election called immediately 
thereafter. In the interim, a national govern- 
ment would be formed whose members would 
be drawn from all political parties represented 
in the House of Commons. 

What would be the Referendum Party's policy 
if a number of its candidates were elected 
but not enough to constitute a majority? 

Referendum Party MPs would vote tactically 
to best ensure the passing of a Referendum Act. 

Did Sir James Goldsmith found the 
Referendum Party? 

Yes. The Referendum Party was founded 
by Sir James Goldsmith in November 1994. 
Before then. Sir James, who holds dual British 
and French nationality, co-founded a political 
group in France together with Philippe de 
Vrllicrs, Charles de Gaulle and Thierry Jean- 



Britain's foremost constitutional authority, 
A.V.Dicey, wrote "the main use of the 
Referendum is to prevent the passing of any 
important Act which does not command the 
sanction of the electors."' 

"The Referendum supplies ... the best, if 
not the only possible, check upon ill-considered 
alterations in the fundamental institutions of 
the country." 7 

Why do we need a referendum? 

It is almost impossible to find an issue 
more important to the nation than the Maastricht 
Treaty and its amendments. Germany's governing 
party, the alliance of the Christian Democrats 
and the C.S.U., last September published its 
vision of Europe. Since then, they have 
described their views publicly on numerous 
occasions. In effect, they believe that there should 
be a European supra-state into which would be 
iused all the nations of Europe. This state would 
have one Parliament, one Government, one 
Supreme Court of Justice, one currency. 

Most of the Christian Democrats, in other 
European nations, including the British 
Conservative MEPs who are allied with the 


The Referendum Party will field candidates 
in each parliamentary constituency in which 
the principal candidates of the major parties are 
not committed to a fair referendum on the 
Maastricht Treaty and its proposed amendments. 

Will you be fielding candidates in Northern 
Ireland? 

No. We believe that it would be a mistake 
to introduce yet another complication to Ulster 
at this critical time. 

Who will be your candidates? 

Referendum Party candidates are ordinary 
men and women, trusted by their local commu- 
nities, who share the conviction that there 
should be a referendum on Europe. 

Why "ordinary people"? Aren't your candi- 
dates likely to be politically inexperienced? 

The Referendum Party's platfonn consists 
of one item only - the right to a referendum. 
Wc are not seeking professional politicians but, 
on the contrary, people who will go to 
Westminster, vote for a fair referendum, ensure 
that it is conducted fairly, and then return to 
their normal lives. 


What do you mean by a "fair" referendum? 

The question has to be fair and the terms 
of the debate have to be fair. The question 
should cover the Maastricht Treaty and its pro- 
posed subsequent amendments. The Treaty 
provides for Inter- Governmental Conferences 
(IGCs) which are empowered to alter its terms. 
The next IGC is scheduled for 1996. 

The public should be allowed to vote on 
the broad issue and not be granted a pseudo- 
referendum restricting the question to technical 
issues. 

Insofar as the debate is concerned, the 
time and money allocated to each side should 
be split between those in favour and those 
against. Maastricht is not a left-right issue. It 
is one of yes or no. It transcends the traditional 
party groupings. As all the established political 
parties are in favour of the Europe of Maastricht, • 
they cannot be expected to determine the 
terms of the question or the rules of the debate. 
Both need to be settled independently. 

By what procedure? 

A group of respected citizens whose mem- 
bers would consist, in equal proportions, of 
those in favour and those against the Europe of 


ricrrc, uic wcu-ftjHjwi i dim-cuiiupuun prosecutor. 

Thirteen members of the new group were 
elected and they now form part of the "Europe 
of Nations" group in the European Parliament. 
This group brings together MEPs from the 
Netherlands, Denmark and France and is 
chaired by Sir James. 

Does Sir James want to become a figure in 
British politics? 

No. Sir James's objective is to obtain a. ref- 
erendum on this critical issue and let the people 
decide. He seeks no wider role on the political stage. 

Why would Sir James spend all this money 
for no reason? 

The political leadership in both main parties 
are refusing a popular referendum. In effect, 
voters have been disenfranchised on an issue which 
will determine the nation's sovereignty and 
continued identity. There can be no better reason. 

Will Sir James be a Referendum Party 
candidate? 

Yes. At the next general election, he will 

resume his residence in Surrey and stand for a 
local constituency. 
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Lottery c harities: A guide to thereat and good who pick the worthiest causes □ Board rejects ‘political correctness’ claims 

WBHBI I I I 1 11 1 1 1 I mm •' I I M l 


Winning qualities 
of decision-makers 


4* 



with cash to spend 


REBECCA FOWLER 

As the National Lottery Char- 
ities Board allocated Its first 
£4Qm to organisations fighting 
poverty this week, the creden- 
tials of its members came un- 
der scrutiny. Who is qualified to 
decide which causes should 
benefit from lottery money, 
while others flounder? 

The charities board has 21 
members representing Eng- 
land, Wales, Scotland and 
Northern Ireland, picked by 
ministers from industry, acad- 
emia and charities. 

The board is led by David 
Sieff, a director of Marks and 
Spencer, who is a lover of 
horse-racing, a member of the 
council for industry of the 
Prince’s Youth Business Th ist. 


and chair man of Raring Welfare 
Charities. Mr Sieff, who wilJ be 
id for one day’s work a week 


a salary range of up to 


paid 
from 

£55,000 a year, is supported by 
a team of sub-chairmen, who 
will also receive some payment 
and non-paid members recom- 
mended by the voluntary sector. 

Among the most recent re- 
cruits to the board is Stella 
Clarke, a JP and deputy lieu- 
tenant of Avon and chairman of 
council of Bristol University, 
who has been involved in social 
housing. She was asked to join 
the board by Baroness Blatch, 
the Home Office minister. 

“If you’ve done things for 
some lime in this area you’ve got 
a pretty good feeling fur what 
people are doing, and how they 
are working in the community 


Ms Clarke said. The board is 
given recommendations from 
regional advisory panels of vol- 
unteers. They are co-ordinated 
by salaried regional managers 
and their reports are hosed on 
the findings of a learn of more 
than 100 freelance assessors. 

The system was defended bv 
Sir Adam Ridley, another mem- 
ber of the chanties board's UK 
committee, a board member of 
Hambros Bank: former special 
adviser to the Chancellor and 
member for the Council of 
Charitable Support. 

Sir Adam said the board’s 
philosophy was to make a dif- 
ference. “You could have a 
populist organisation that hands 
out money to Guide Dogs for 
the Blind, but money is already 
going there”. 


Other members of the National Lottery Charities Board 
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Community spirit: Damian Killeen, director of the Strathclyde Poverty Alliance, who denied accusations that he runs ‘a political campaign 
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JOHN ARUDGE 

Scotland Correspondent 

The Nationat Lottery Charities 
Board yesterday denied fresh 
charges that its decision to 
award millions of pounds to 
oigansations fighting poverty 
was misguided and “politically 
correct”. 

John Rafferty, die boardYdi- 
rector in Scotland, said that the 
decision to award £666,000 to 
the Strathclyde ‘ Poverty- 
Alliance was “right and justi- 


fied'’. Tory MPs criticised the 
award, the largest of the first 
tranche of grants announced on 
Monday, as. politically correct 
; because the affiance campaigns 
on issues such as the restoration 
of benefits to 16^ to 18-year-olds 
and cold weather payments. 

David Mellor, the former 
Secretary of State for Nation- 
al Heritage, and Thfl GaHie, the 
Tbiy MP fbr Ayr, said that lot- 
toy funds would have bcaen bet- 
ter’ atioCated to H^fofisations 
like the Royal Natiopal Institute 


Guidelines issued 


RHYS WILLIAMS 

When charities arady to the Na- . 
tional tanexy Charities Board 
for grants, they are asked to 
bear firmly in mind the criteria 
that the board's assessors will 
use when considering awards. 

According to the board’s 
guidelines issued to applicants, 
assessment criteria fall into 
four categories - policy, po- 
tential achievements, manage- 
ment and long-term viability. 

First, applicants are asked to 


consider whether their initia- 
tives fit with the board’s policy 
priorities. The initial round of 
handouts now and in December 
will concentrate on schemes 
tadding poverty. Next spring, for 
example, the emphasis will shift 
to health, disability and care 
charities, as well as British char- 
ities working abroad. 

Board assessors .will- then 
evaluate the degree to which the 
charity's proposed activity: in- 
volve users and beneficiaries in 
its development and manage- 
ment, cd courages community 
participation, and fosters self- 
help or improvement. The. 
board also considers how well 


planned the proposal is. Ap- 
plicants must demonstrate that 
any scheme jsweD-managed and 
financially sound! Well- 
and staffed appropriately, cost- 
effective ana good value for 
money, committed to equal op- 
portunities, and able to involve 
volunteers effectively. 

Finally, assessors may cases 
examine other factors which af- 
fect the long-term success of a 
scheme. They may, for example,. 

consider the presence of strate- 
gic and innovative thinking - 
does the activity reflect new 

^MenKv^&^er there wfllbe 
sustainable benefit to people or 
communities who' participate: 
the potential of the activity to 
be seen as a pilot or model of 
good practice,- or the likeli- 
hood of the activity continuing 
once funding ends. . 

If successful, applicants will 
then be monitored in two main 
ways. First, the board will re- 
quire progress reports from or- 
ganisgtions. Second, it will make 
random spot checks or request 
additional, detailed informa- 
tion to ensure that the money 
is being spent appropriately. 


for the Blind, “who are doing 
good work in Scotland”, instead 
of groups like the SPA which, 
they claimed, were “concerned 
with single interest politics”. 

But Mr Rafferty yesterday 
described the criticism as 
incomprehensible. He insisted 
that the SB\, which provides 
training for local, community 
groups' 'seeking to combat 
poverty in the west of Scotland, 
was a genuine charity recog- 
nised by the Inland Revenue- 
“The"' Strathclyde Poverty 
Alliance is a registered charity; 
Charities are not political or- 
ganisations,” he said. “The SPA 
does very valuable work. It met 
the criieria we set and submit- 
ted an excellent application. W; 
were happy to support it." 

He said that the Scottish Of- 
fice recently provided £33,000 
for one SEA project “This or- 
ganisation is recognised by the 
Inland Revenue and directly 
supported by the Government 
in Scotland.” 

At the SPAs Glasgow head- 
quarters Damian Killeen, its di- 
rector, called the criticism 
“Ql-mformed”. He said political 
campaigns and lobbying repre- 
sented only “a very small" port 
of the alliance's work. It was im- 
possible, he added, to avoid be- 
ing accused of political bias 
when dealing with issues like 
poverty. “We are not a political 
rampaign Campaigns are only 
one of the things we do. It is part 
of any repertoire for addressing 
social need.” 

The vast bulk of the SPA’s 
work was with members of its 
500 affiliated community groups 
in the Glasgow area. The al- 
liance provided training and 
skills p ro grammes fbr people to 
enable them to lobby their lo- 
cal authorities and . health 
boards. It also helped groups to 
set up food co-operatives, cred- 
it unions, and transport services 
in a region where three families 
in 10 are on income support. 
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Briton held on failed warrant 


IAN MacKINNON 

t-year-old \ 
held for three weeks on an in- 
ternational warrant which failed 
in the British courts three years 
a^o after being arrested cm a day 
tnp to France, 


ST. JOSEPH’S 
HOSPICE 

MARE ST. LONDON E84SA. 
tCharflyRet No. 231323) 
“Her final days wife yw wav 
among the h&ppfesf of her He. 
You- gentta sHUs -convert the 
fKqrml hmrfiw^ of dying into 
anart-tarm." 

There poignant word* from 
a bereaved husband are echoed 
again and m frirt by .gotehfl 
fowHBwr 

They are quoted here to 
thanbgtvtog .tD you far the tod 
support os which our care 

Sitter Superior 


: Brenda Price, who is de- 
tained at Loos prison in UUe, 
is accused irf mwotyemenl in a 
plot to smuggle hashish into 
Spain in 1 99 1, when she was al- 
legedly seen handing over the 
k^saf atonysad to have been 
used in the crime. * 

Four British men were ar- 
rested and convicted after po- 
lice found the Moroccan drugs 
stored at a Spanish viHa. 

An arrest warrant for Mr 
Price, 4 $, was issued in October 
1992 and die was arrested at her 
home in Harlow, Essex, tie fol- 
lowing January. 

She was held in Holloway jau 
in London for four weeks as the 

Madrid authorities prepared 
the extradition papers, but at a 
hearing at Bow Street Magis- 
trates' Court, the proceedings 
failed when the wen failed to 
arrive on time. Spain has made 
no further attempts to pursue 
the warrant and Mrs Price has 
travelled abroad a number of 
fTni es without incident 

However, on 5 October, Mis 
Price, her husband, Sam and a 


friend went to France for the 
day, crossed tbe border into Bel- 
gium and were stopped by.po? 
lice on the way back for a 
routine passport check. 

. Computer records revealed 
the Interpol warrant and she 
was arrested. The British con- 
sulate and her lawyer, Bernard 
Thompson, have visited Mis 
fPrice several times but say the 
Spamsh have provided no fur- 
ther information. 

; Mr Price, a market trader, 
said: “I know She'D be in a ter- 
rible state. I don’t know how all 
this can happen after so long. 
She is totality innocent and had 
already been discharged by the 
court here. . because the 
Spaniards didn’t want to pro- 
ceed with the case.” . 

■Bin the Home Office said the 
Spanish would have been with- 
in their rights to reactivate 
their extradition attempts. 

A spokesman- at the Foreign 
Office said it- was investigating 
the possibility of pressing the 
Spanish to move the matter for- 
ward Speedily. 





John Fowles. the author of 
best-selling novel The French 
Lieutenant’s Homan, has 
launched an attack on traffic 
congestion in hLs home town of 
Lyme Regis - but admits that 
much of it was due to the 
popularity at' his book. 

Mr Fowles claims that traf- 
fic jams in the picturesque 
Dorset town, where the Oscar- 
nominated Hollywood Glm ver- 
sion of the novel, which starred 
Men 1 Streep and Jeremy Irons, 
was shot, have reached LA-stvle 
“gridlock" levels due to tourists. 

and the behaviour of shop- 
keepers. 

“Much of the crowding prob- 
lem is caused by shopkeepers 
leaving their deliveries until 
the middle of the day. They feci 
it doesn't matter ft they jam 
Lyme Regis up." he said, 
adding: “Lyme Regis is a jew- 
el. There has. only this year, 
been a very successful attempt 
to dean otic part of the setting 


- our once very dirty sea. They 
have cleaned up the sea really 
nicely. Now we need help to 
similarly cleanse our roads.** 
But the 69-year-old author of 
other classics such as The Magus 
and The Collector admitted yes- 



Forlom: Meryl Streep in 
the film of Fowies’s classic 


my book. U’s a kind of guilt 1 
always have in me. that people 
come here because they've read 
my book. They’re not coming 
to meet me, but to see the 
key points.** 

Mr Fowles believes the traf- 
fic congestion is the worst he has 
known since moving to the sea- 
side town in the 1960s. He said 
many other residents had com- 
plained, again puttingmuch of 
the blame for the traffic on the 
shopkeepers who “need per- 
suading that humanity was not 
evolved in order to make mo- 
torised transport the new bane 
and Hitler of all our existences. 
I hate having to say this but we 
need tougher legislation. But. 
for many shopkeepers, this is 
Draconian. They think unless 
the car is allowed all the time 
then they're losing trade." 

Mr Fowles urged the various 
councils to tackle the causes of 
the “very bad" traffic, especially 


Lonely beauty: The Cobb at Lyme Regis (above), a far cry from the old town’s snarled streets (above left) 


in the Jufy-to-September tourist 
season. He added: “There’s a 
paik-and-ride scheme but we 
fed it’s inadequate [as] it’s only 
during the grockle season." 

“Groclde" is the less-than- 
literaiy term used by Mr Fowles 
to describe tourists attracted to 
the town. It is a fairly common 


word throughout the south- 
west of England, although its 
use can be a little derogatory. 

Mr Fowles said he simply 
wanted to open a debate, 
whereby people in the town 
could consider ways to alleviate 
the traffic problem. He cited 
examples of towns that had 


been pedestrianised, to the 
eventual material advantage of 
shopkeepers. But Lyme Regis 
deputy town clerk Mike Lewis 
said there were no specific 
plans to tackle the author’s 
concerns. “There has been a 
suggestion to ban cars 
altogether but it got no further” 


‘ he said. Mr Lewis added that 
die council does rallc to the 
Highways Authority about gen- 
eral matters, but discusses 
“nothing specific”. 

And Mr Lewis evidently felt 
' that, as well as Mr Fowles’s 
implicit criticism of tourists, 
his use of the term “grockle” to 


Photographs: Marc HWApex 


describe them might portray a 
Lyme Regis that was less than 
Welcoming. “1 know that ‘grock- 
le’ is a slang term, but I don’t 
think that is quite right," he said 
yesterday. “I prefer to think of 
them as visitors or guests, rather 
than ‘grockles’." 

Leading article, page 18 
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JASON BENNETTD ■ 

Crime Correspondent 

The police reacted angrily yes- 
terday to a leaked report that 
daims many bobbies on the beat 
are inefficient, badly briefed and 
poorly trained. 

The consultative draft re- 
port of the Audit Commission, 
the public-spending watchdog, 
calls for an overhaul of the pa- 
trol system, which costs £4tm a 
year. It says the police cannot 
meet public expectations be- 
cause the workload is increas- 
ing faster than they can cope 
with it and that much of the 
management is misguided and 
inefficient. This has resulted in 
a lot of dissatisfaction with foot 


patrols, , the report found. But 
it did praise some police prac- 
tices and concluded that “di- 
rected, intelligence -driven 

patrolling stIO has a key role to 
pity”. Yesterday the police said 
that there had been a sea- 
change in the use of beat offi- 
cers m recent years and maty 
benefits of patrolling were im- 
possible to quantity. 

The report comes shortly af- 

for an 

The report calculates that only 
5 per cent of police strength is 
out on patrol at any one time. 

Yesterday representatives of 
officers of all ranks challenged 
the findings of the commis- 
sion- Fred Broughton, nation- 


al chairman of the Police Fed-, 
e ration, which represents beat 
officers, said: “A visible uni- 
formed presence on the streets 
provides an effective deterrent 
against crime, a strong link 
with the community and a high 
level of reassurance.” A recent 
survey found two out of five 
officers on patrol had made an 
arrest during their most recent 
period of duty, suggesting that 
their work was efficient. 

Jim Sharpies, head of the As- 
sociation of Chief Police Offi- 
cers, said: “ ... It is wrong to 
suggest that in general pa- 
trolling officers are neither di- 
rected nor adequately briefed 
for their role.” 

Superintendent Brian Mac- 


Youth dominates the beat 




£ 1,099 

(£1,320.70 incl. delivery + VAT) 



Increase the efficiency of your business with the Dell Dimension P75r. As well as flB w 

all the advantages of a powerful 75 MHz Pentium® processor, it comes pre-loaded with 

Microsoft® Windows® 95. and Microsoft Office® 95. innovative software designed . , 

permum 

to make everyday tasks easier to deal with. Our Openline” Hardware Technical 
nwg pgdfaf Support available 8am to 8pm weekdays and our one year ‘Collect and Return’ warranty 
jjgjLfl jre also there to make sure everything runs smoothly. Give us a call today and get down to 
Mic^sofri business with a Dell Dimension PC. 

Mn*wnT95 B p B B 

• INTEL tSHffc PENTIUM PROCESSOR • Bhfa EDO RAM • IF OtSHTTE DRIVE 

• WSMh HARD DRIVE • OTTSGHATED 64 -BIT Pa UOCAL BUS VIDEO WITH 1Mb VIDEO 

MEMORY • 15" COLOUR SV&A MONITOR • -i PCI AN0 1 ISA EXPANSION SLOTS (l SHARED) ^BO 

• MID-SIZED DESKTOP CHASSIS 9 QUAD SPEED CD-ROM DRIVE 

• MICROSOFT OFfICE 95 • MICROSOFT WINDOWS 95 '• J •' M SK 'IlJ jt BBT JH * j[ ® X. * Jl • j 


pe.ntl.MnT 


Criticism that police officers on 
foot patrols are inexperienced 
is inevitable because most beat 
constables are young and still 
learning the job, writes Jason 
Bennetto. 

Many experienced officers 
believe the repots of yesterday's 
leaked Audit Commission study 
have identified some of the 
weaknesses in the system but 
have underplayed tee advances. 

AH officers spend the first two 
years of their probation work- 
ing on patrol -usually on eight- 
hour shifts -when they are not 
in training school or on a spe- 
cialist lTTIlf. 

Once they have completed 
their probation period they can 


join a specialist unit, such as tee 
CID or traffic division. It usu- 
ally takes at least an extra three 
years to gain further training 
and qualifications before thty 
can move. A decade ago, offi- 
cers would be expended to serve 
much longer in uniform before’ 
they amid leave the beat. 

“The vast majority of officers 
on the beat are now made up of 
the young and relatively inex- 
perienced,” one policeman said. 
This change, some officers be- 
lieve, has led to a lowering of 
the priority being given to pa- 
trol constables. 

To help redress this, tee po- 
lice service is increasingly forc- 
ing officers to go back on 


general patrol for a year before 
they can take up another spe- 
cialist role. There is a much 
smaller group of officers who 
through either choice, or lade 
of ability, spend their career 
-walking tee beat 

fo tee first two years, the pro- 
bationary, officer will learn 
how to carry out searches and 
how the lawworks, but most of 
all how to deal with people. 

Patrols are increasingly giv- 
en specific tasks and targets. 
Kent has piloted the greater use 
of intelligence-led patrolling, in 
which constables are sent to 
areas where their superiors 
believe crimes are most Gkely to 
be committed. 


kenzie, president of the Police 
Superintendents’ Association, 
said: “It’s difficult to quantity the 
value of the patrolling officer. 
What's undeniable is that the 
public, particularly the vulner- 
able, such as the old, get 
tremendous reassurance from 
the patrolling officer.” 

Nevertheless, the report, 
which has been sent to all chief 
constables, describes “working 
a beat” as “close to the bottom 
rung oftee police status ladder" 
and says officers are ineffi- 
ciently deployed in fire-fighting 
mode, rushing from one inci- 
dent to another. 

. It queries whether even tre- 
bling tee resources available for 
patrol would make any signifi- 
cant impression on crime. The 
report, which is likely to be sig- 
nificantly changed before it is 
published in April, appears to 
call into question polios claims 
to be giving priority to putting 
officers on the beat. 

One paragraph says that 
white poUce forces claim teat 55 
per cent of teen strength is “the 
frontline; public fa ce of the 
police", in practice only 5 per 
cent of police strength is out on 
patrol at any one time. 

Briefings were said to have 
been prepared inadequately: 
onfy 5 per cent of officers said 
thty were systematically de- 
briefed by their sergeants. 

The report highlights the in- 
satiable public demand on po- 
lice time. It says police strength 
is up 8 per cent since 1980 but 
since then the number of 999 
calls each officer has had to han- 
dle has risen by 160 per cent 


Tube faces more strikes after vote 
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More strikes on London Un- 
derground appeared inevitable 
last night after members of the 
RMT rail union voted in favour 
of industrial action, writes 
Christian Wohnan 
The RMT exeaitive meets to- 
day to decide on what action to 

take - which is likely to be 24- 
hour or 48-hour strikes, for 
which seven days’ notice most be , 
given. Previous strikes by RMT 


members have been disruptive, 
with stations being dosed and 
cancellations of some trains. 
But, unlike their Aslef coun- 
terparts who represent drivers, 

network in three daysofaction 

taken earlier this year. Aslef ha* 

accepted the 3 per cent offer 
from London Undergro un d, ~ 
but RMT is seeking 6 per cent. 
The move for strike action 


was by 1,735 to 969 votes but 
only about half the members 
voted. A- London Transport 
spokesman said that about 70 
per cent of RMT’s members ei- 
ther did not vote in the ballot 
or voted again*! taking action 
vdiidi meant “it was not a man- 
date for industrial action”. 

However, Wflf ftoudfoot, 
RMTs assistant secretary, said: 
“The ballot to the third time that 


RMT members have voted for 
industrial action in this dis- 
pute, and I hope this time man- 
agement get the message that 
they have to negotiate serious- 
ly." The executive committee 
had postponed a decision on 
farther industrial action to con- 
sult with members, but added 
that there was “ho doubt after 
today’s vote they will be calling 
on members to take action”. 
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politics 


Turbo-charged Heseltine plays it for laughs 



asl week was the warm- 
up. Yesterday was the 
Teal thing - Michael Hea- 
dline's second appearance at 
the despatch box as Deputy 
Prime Minister, standing in for 
an absent John Major, but the 
first on which he dashed with 
his Labour counterpart John 
Prescott 

While Mr Prescott got the 
slightly bigger cheer as he took 
his scat. Tor)’ MPS lapped up 15 
minutes of turbo-charged Hes- 
cltine in the son of performance 
designed to avoid the bother- 
some business of properly an- 
swering the questions. 

Opening the sparring. Mr 
Prescott extended the conven- 
tional welcome to Mr Heseltine 


□ Deputy Prime Minister stands in for Major □ Prescott attacks waste of public money □ Army undermanning admitted 


on his first Prime Minister's 
Questions. "It has been a long 
time, but you have finally made 
it." That got the Government 
front bench laughing along with 
Labour MPs. In a later slip of 
the tongue Betty Boothroyd, the 
Commons Speaker, even man- 
aged to address him as Prime 
Minister os the hot air rose. 

But Mr Prescott was pursu- 
ing a serious point, the public 
money wasted on the poll tax 
and the new NHS bureaucracy, 
and the cost of creating and run- 
ning the Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter's new empire. Mr Heseltine 
never did answer the question 
as he launched into a reference 


to the appointment of Peter 
Mandelsoru MP for Hartle- 
pool. to the deputy leader's 

Tnsirip. 

Pariiament 

Patricia 

[7 ■ Wynn Davies 


team. "The Prime Minister has 
trusted me to come alone. You 
have had a minder appointed to 
look after you," he mocked. 


Supplyi ng the answer himself, 
Mr Prescott said; "On the Gov- 
ernment's own figures, £14bn 
was wasted on the poll tax, £lbn 
was wasted on the new bu- 
reaucracy in the health service, 
and the Government’s press and 
publicity machine cost the tax- 
payer £m every working day." 

To be fair to Mr Heseltine, 
there was genuine hilarity at 
some of the asides, however pre- 
dictable. If the BBC went on 
showing the Opposition in the 
light they did in last week's de- 
bate on the prison service it 
would not be Alastair Campbell 
[Tony Blair's press secretary] 
who brought up a complaint but 


the League Against Cruel 
Sports, was one such. 

But the fact that the knock- 
about reached such eased table 
levels did not help In the mat- 
ter of answering questions. 
Amid the hubbub Margaret 
Hodge, Labour MP for Barking, 
was trying to ask Mr Heseltine 
about the £80,000 computerised 
desktop diary he had installed 
in his office, as revealed by the 
Independent, at public expense. 
"I have spent no money on a 
desk," thundered the Deputy 
Prime Minister as some MPs 
pondered the likely provenance 
of such a purchase. 

It is little wonder that so 


many Tory MPs left the cham- 
ber hoping that the Prime Min- 
ister would soon be back, Mr 
Prescott later wrote to his op- 
posite number. 


■m JTPs wanting straight an- 

J\/| swers to straight re- 

IVXquests need have done 
no more than look in at defence 
questions where minis ters 
frankly admitted that the armed 
forces were undermanned and 
needed to be supplemented 
with 400 Gurkhas earmarked 
for redundancy and that at- 
tempts to sellredundant MoD 
housing had been a failure; or 
perhaps the House of Lords, 


where education and employ- 
ment minister Lord Henley de- 
clared that the actual number 
of unemployed people manag- 
ing to secure Training for Wsrk 
was “not important". : 

John Reid, a Labour de- 
fence spokesman, told Nicholas 
Soames, the minister for the 
armed forces, that the Ministry - 
of Defence had “some ex- 
plaining to do" on its redun- 
dancy programme. 

According to defence 

sources, the recruitment gap 

could be up to 4,000 soldiers. Dr 
Reid said that the MoD had 
spent £500m on making more 
than 40,000 soliders redundant. 


“and now tells us that, because 
we’re short of soldiers, we have 
to spend £100m recruiting 
them . 

T ackling a. yet! further 
tricky issue, -femes Ar- 
buthnot, die defence pro- 
curement minister, was It * 



“obliged" to consider leasing 
Armerican F-l 6 aircraft as a 
cheaper option than upgrading 
RAF Tornados, as recom- 
mended by David Hart, the con- 
troversial confidant, for want of 
more precise description, of 
Michael Portillo, Secretary of 
State forDefence, and Malcolm 
Bifid n d, the Foreign Secretary- 


Nolan MPs split 
on party lines 


PATRICIA WYNN DAVIES 

Political Correspondent 

The committee of M Ps consid- 
ering the Nolan recommenda- 
tions on disclosing outside 
earnings is deeply split along 
party lines, with lory opposition 
threatening to rule out an 
agreed formula for implemen- 
tation prior to a Commons 
debate in less than a fortnight. 

Taking rheir cue from Tory’ 
backbench opinion, which MPs 
soy is hardening against disclo- 
sure. Conservative members of 
the select committee have been 
holding out against the change 
in a series of fraught meetings 
over the last week. An incon- 
clusive meeting last night will be 
followed by another marathon 
session tonight. 

Labour members want full 
disclosure of annual income 
from outside interests, or dis- 
closure within monetary bands, 
as recommended by Lord 
Nolan’s Committee on Stan- 
dards in Public Life. 

But the gap between Labour 
and the Tory members has 
proved so difficult to bridge that 
the committee’s report could 
end up containing up to six op- 
tions for MPs to vote on - rang- 
ing from full disclosure to no 
djsdosnre - when it comes to 
the House before the end of the 
session early next month. 

The debate was promised in 
July, when a majority ofMft on 
the select committee asked for 
more time to consider the 


Nolan report. Labour de- 
nounced the request as delib- 
erate foot-dragging. 

Among fall-back suggestions 
canvassed among Tories is that 
declarations of outside income 
should be made in confidence 
to the independent Parliamen- 
tary Commissioner for Stan- 
dards recommended by Lord 
Nolan without being publidv 
recorded. Another suggestion is 
a simplified banding system to 
allow MPs to record earnings 
above or below that figure. 

The lories had hoped to win 
the argument against disclosure 
by agreeing with Labour that 
the range of banned outside ac- 
tivities should be widened to in- 
clude single-client consultancies 
as well as multiple-client con- 
sultancies as recommended by 
Nolan. That would rule out 
any need to declare earnings, 
provided the relevant contracts 
were registered with the Com- 
mons. But Labour were un- 
derstood to have ruled such a 
deal out last night. 

A key figure in resolving the 
row wQl be the committee chair- 
man, Tony Newton, Leader of 
the House. He will want a' 
unanimous final report to put 
before the House, and his own 
report may sway Tory members. 

A Mure to reach agree- 
ment would be a blow to John 
Major who signalled a deter- 
mination to clean up public life 
by setting up Lord Nolan's 
committee in the wake of the 
“cash for questions” affair. 



Homeless protest: More than 1,000 people took 
organised by Shelter. Hie charity is angry at 
the proposals. The crowd was addressed 



. r . for the homeless yesterday 

a pe rir&riei Tt faorrfe and is urging MPs to vote against 


MP to 

press for 
tax cuts 

COLIN BROWN 

Chief Political Correspondent 

The British defence attach^ in 
Barbados is on the list of cuts 
to be urged on the Government 
today by John Tbwnend, the 
chairman of the Tory back- 
bench finance committee, to pay 
for £7bn in tax cuts. 

It follows the warning last 
night by William Waldegrave, 
Chief Secretary to the Treasury, 
to the committee that there 
would be tough decisions on 
spending cuts announced in 
the Budget Senior Tbry back- 
benchers emerged from the 
meeting convinced that Ken- 
neth Clarke, the Chancellor, is 
planning to cut at least lp in the 
pound off the basic rate, in a 
package of tax cuts worth be- 
tween £3bn and £4bn. 

Mr Waldegrave gave an up- 
beat assessment of the econo- 
my, in spite of doubts, reported 
in the Independent yesterday, by 
the Chancellor’s economic ad- 
visers about the wisdom of tax 
cuts. 

Mr Tbwnend, a member of 
the Thatcherite 91 Group, will 
also question the need to keep 
the British Army in Germany. 
And he will criticise the gen- 


tem for unmarried mothers. 
His agenda for a further £7bn 
cut in taxes next year will be un- 
veiled at a meeting of the Con- 
servative Students Association 
at York University . 


| A Unique Christmas Gift for the Entire Family to Enjoy || 
The World’s most Recognised Gift of Food 

“What Dom Perignon is to Champagne and Romanoff is to caviar, 
the Collin Street Bakery is to Fruitcake” people Magazine usa 


Delivered in 
our collectable 
cake tin 



An International Christmas Gift since 1896 
Our internationally acclaimed gourmet fruitcake is the 
ideal Christmas gift. Now in our 100th year, we still make 
the fruitcake the old fashioned way. Each one is beautifully 
hand decorated so this classic cake looks as delectable as 
it tastes. 

A Full 27% Rich, Crunchy Pecans 
Every De-Luxe is a full 27% new crop pecans, 
complemented by pure clover honey, ripe red cherries, 
pineapple from our own plantation, plus other fancy fruits. 

Baked in Texas-Sent to the "World 
The DeLuxe is not available in any shops. Each cake is 
baked to order, hand decorated, carefully packaged and 
shipped in our famous collectable cake tin directly to your 
door from Texas. 

Enjoyed by Royalty, Captains of Industry 
and Hollywood Stars 


Unconditional Guarantee of Complete Satisfaction 
We guarantee the De-Luxe to be the best fruitcake you 
or your friends have ever bought:, baked or eaten or we 
will promptly replace or refund. 


Collin Street R&mY 


Si»»« Deluxe Prices 

Regular ( I v« Its) £10.50 

Medium £2 V» Ok) £1530 

Luge {4 £25 JO 


Delivery Worldwide 
+ £330 
+ £3.«5 
+ £3.95 


AD cakes will be d eli v ere d within die 
fint two weeks of December. 

Coffin S treet Bakery, Dept 4102, Unix B, Honcon Trading 


How to Order 
Ordering is easy and affordable. Simply complete die coupon 
opposit e and mail to our UK address or telephone our UK 
order line. If you wish us to ship to more than one address then 
please list die details of other recipients on a separate sheet 
together with your message. 


Estate, 

StanweD Road, Horton, Berkshire SL3 9PF. 

On 

Size 

Price per Cake 

Tool 













Grand Total 

£ 


I endote a dnjBe payable so Coffin Som Bala; Iw£_ 


.or Please 


i i i m i i~n 




PLEASE PHONE YOUR ORDER ON 0800 374895 
OR FAX YOUR ORDER ON 01753 680132 

PteWe quote Dept. 4102, wixh your order. 

Lines open S.OQmn - S.OOpro. 

CoQia Stmt Bakery. Unix B, Hortoa Trading Estate, 
StamcH Road, Horan. Berkshire SL3 9PF. 


Address. 


_ Pomade , 


TtniotafetipfaniikaridricMiianiqBainiiiiteHkitvMV 

Here n*tks^.ta£Btn( atom be mmcKliftttn 




Save Choose Arrange Organise Phone Mail 



Colonial has years of 


experience. 


So hav e the com panies 

it BBHSHin. 


For your peace of mind the Colonial 
Master PEP* invests in the UK’S 


50 largest companies 


So now you can be confident your 
money is in good hands. 



Colonial. 


DIRECT 


J 


- 


Call FREE Now 

0800 828 550 

8am - 8 pro Mon - Fri 

or complete the coupon for further 
information and/or your FREE PEP Guide 


Now we’re talking PEPs 


Quote 

refcINl6 


' ftdudSfl 9 'teCdori* rap WThtftawwwgitwSOiwco^^ 

mwfe«MBk»of the* KHatsharei In issue on is January and 1st JuJywch year* ^ 

U* Ctotonul ^ C°^ 

which a t ywHentro wcrtyof CoW Mutual Martcang Gtoup. memben of which ere regulated by Faunal tnwstmenr Autfwity ^ are bound fete ndettofee 

purposea of adwana on and aHinq are assurance, penaora and untt trua bifutu^w. 

The value of Investments can go down as well as up and Es not guaranteed. 

For your added security aE telephone cakiwfi be recorded and the retorting kept secure. ...... 


MrfMrs/Miss initial 
Address ■ 


Surname 


Postcode. 


Telephone No: 



Colonial. 


D IRECT 


□ Please send me more information about PEPs 

I~1 Please send me a copy of the PEP guide written by an independent journalist 

Data Protection Act "l/we understand and agree mat the information given may be held on computer 
and Cdontel Direct may contact me/Uswith details of any products or services which Colonial Direct 
thtnks may be of interest to me/us. 1/we can ask not to be contacted by writing to Colonial Direct* 


Send to: 

Colonial direct 
FREEPOST MAI 341 
Chatham, 

Kent 

ME4 4BR. IN16C 
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Pollution ‘killing 
Scottish rivers’ 








Current concern: The river Almond In East CaMet, with foam croatadjiy household and Industrial detergents Photograph: Jeremy Sutton Hibbert 


JOHN ARLJDGE 

Scotland Correspondent 

Scotland's rivers, a vital natur- 
al resource for multi -milli on 
pound industries including 
tourism, whisky and fishing, 
are being destroyed by poHulxm 
and buiMing developments, the 
World Wide Fund for Nature 
warned yesterday. 

The environmental group 
said “wikT rivets were dying out 
north of the border as dis- 
charges of fextOiseis and in- 
dustrial pollution increased. 

Salmon and trout were in de- 
cline and leisure pursuits such 
as fishing and rafting which 
generate millions of pounds a 
year were at risk, a report re- 
leased in Edinburgh said. The 
future of “natinar industries 
suiA as whisky distilling, which 
depend on dean natural water 
sources, was also threatened. 

WWF Scotland said the de- 
forestation. of river banks, the 
- construction of new flood con- 
trol measures, hydro-electric 


schemes and the increased use 
of fertilisers and insecticides, 
meant that “the cherished im- 
age of Scottish rivets wild and 
free is largely an ilhiskm”. 

Through its Wild Rivers cam- 
paign, the organisation hopes to 
encourage landowners, indus- 
trialists and river users to work 
together to rebuild natural riv- 
er environmenls. Simon Bspper, 
bead of WWF Scotland, said 
the organisation would build on 
successful river regeneration 
schemes in France and the 
Netherlands to “heal this high- 
ly important and fragile re- 
source". Discussions with 
landowners and anglers had 
already begun. 

Mr Pepper said: “From 
source to mouth, most of our 
rivers are subjected to a variety 
of unnatural influences. The 
problem is getting more serious 
year by year. There isn’t a ma- 
jor single catastrophic event 
which we can point to but there 
is a long slow process of degra- 
dation taking place and we 


seed to catch this before it goes 

too far. Scots arc proud of 
their rivers. They are very im- 
portant as a habitat for wildlife 
but also for people who get 
great satisfaction from them. 
They must be saved" 

■New laws might be needed to 
impose stricter environmental 
standards on farmers and in- 
dustrialists, Mr Pepper said. 
“But in the short term we be- 
lieve much can be achieved by 
people working together - 
landowners, fanners, canoeists, 
anglers, builders. Wc want to 
draw attention to the need for 
these interests to combine their 
efforts to safeguard rivers.” 
Elizabeth Leighton, head of 
the Wild Rivers initiative, said: 
‘All manner of people come to 
Scotland to enjoy the purity of 
the environment and all man- 
ner of products use that envi- 
ronment as a marketing tool. If 
we lose the purity of Scotland's 
rivers, we lose a lot more than 
a few stretches of water. We lose 
part of the essence of Scotland" 


Salmonella fear 
hits M&S 


Marks and'Spencer confirmed 
yesterday that it bad withdrawn 
thousands of sandwiches from 
stores after traces of salmonel- 
la were' found at the supplier’s 
factory. 

Routine checks at Tblfer’s of 
Northampton, which produces 
400,000 sandwiches a week far 
the store chain, revealed traces 
of bacteria and the factory was 
closed last Wednesday while 
health officials investigated 
Marks and Spencer said it 
would remain dosed until it and 
Tetter's were satisfied there 
was no danger. 

A spokeswoman for Tblfer’s 
said the factory was undergoing 
extra deaning'and staff were be- 
ing given health checks. She 
added: “Traces of bacteria were 
found during die weekly qual- 
ity assessment test and we told 
Maries and Sjpenoer immediately 
and they withdrew sandwiches 
from their stores.” 


The firm said that normal pro- 
duction would only resume 
when it was sure it was safe to 
do so. Final results of tests are 
expected this weekend. • 
Martin van Zwanenberg, 
Marks and Spencer's technical 
director, said that his company 
and Tblfer’s had reacted as 
quiddy as posable once the test 
results were through. 

"The sandwiches involved 
had obviously been sold but as 
a precaution we decided to- 
gether with Tblfer’s first of all 
to withdraw all the sandwiches 
we had on display that Tblfer’s 
had made in the previous week 
and also to dose the factory 
while we investigated the cause 
of this one result. 

k AD subsequent results, by the 
way, have been dear. We and 
Tfelfer’s reacted on the. day the 
results came out We acted im-. 
mediately,” he told BBC’s One 
O'CIock News . ... 


DAILY POEM 


Taxis 

By EA Markham 

And youknow some things seem lobe passed down 
through the family, like being in the army 
or claiming a favourite grandmoAer’siSness: 
they say, once, the nder of a country instead af lading 
people, like his father, made an enemy of the flowers; . 
the smeU upset him. When the country was rid of blooms 
he discovered w hat made him nauseous was new paint 
applied whenever he visited a school or factory. 

But taxis were the things to bring tears 

to our eyes. Whenher first driver smiled 

and he had bad teeth, she felt cheated, 

like flying to America in a second doss tram ' : 

with waitress service. The last time she cried in a tad 

was the night a man wanted to share, and she said no. 

FA Markham, along with Derek Whlcott and Edward 
t 3in> — Smith, is the most cosmopolitan of West Indian poets 
anddescribedbyGavmEwart asS writer of great intelligence 
and vitality who can command a very powerful wry political 
comment” He was bom in 1939 on the island of Montserrat 
and moved to Britain as a teenager. He has spent his work- 
ing life as a lecturer in En glish and creative writing. Mean- 
while six poetry collections have appeared, the latest of which 
Misapprehensions, from which this poem is taken, is published 
tomorrow by Anvil at £7.95. ... 




the new Oki 0L600ex six page per 
minute printer leaves other page 
printers in the dark. 

For example, when working 
with Microsoft . Windows™ and 
the Oki MicroRes 600 feature, it 
produces enhanced pin sharp print 
to 600 x 600 d.p.i. 

It takes up barely more room 
than. a. sheet of A4 paper, making it 
ideal for desktop use. 

And because of its LED technology 


THE OK! OLSOOer 
TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION: 

- PRINT SPEED; 6 PPM WITH RISC 

processor' 

- PRINT RESOLUTION; 300 X 300 
DPI, 600 X 600 DPI WITH 
MICRORES 600 FEATURE IN GDI 
MODE 

• MEMORY: 1.0 MBYTE STD, 18.0 
MBYTE MAX 

• PAPER HANDLING: 100 PAGES 
STANDARD. OPTIONAL 250 PAGE 
2ND PAPER TRAY. OPTIONAL 
80 SHEET MULTIFEEDER FOR 
ENVELOPES 

■ EMULATION:. PCL 4.5 

• INTERFACE: BI-DIRECTIONAL 
HhSPEED PARALLEL INTERFACE 


OKI 

People to People Technology 


it has fewer moving parts so less 
breakdowns and less service costs. 

In fact, it has proved to be so 
reliable we're including a five year 
warranty on the LED print head, as 
well as a one year on-site warranty 
on the printer. 

With an exceptionally low price 
of around £340 (excluding VAT) the 
Oki OL600ex easily outshines other 
comparable page printers. 

See the light with Okil 


LET’S TALK P 



INTERS: 


0345 414 400 

Monday- Friday 8.30-5.30. Answering service outside office hours. 
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Son tells of Ws 
his shame 
over lying 
to bankers 


JOHN W1LLCOCK 

Financial Correspondent 

K™ Maxwell told on Old 
Bailey court yesterday of his 
“feelings of embarrassmeni and 
even shame* 1 about lying to 
bankers but said he oniy did so 
reluctantly, an his father's an* 
gxy instructions. He agreed to 
Tie to the Bank of Nova Scotia 
after a meeting with his father. 
Robert, in which the latter 
banged the table with his fist. 

“My feelings of embarrass- 
ment and even shame about 
that eunduet {King to the banks] 
are no differenl'today in this 
public courtroom than I felt at 
the lime. ! do feel very bad 
about misleading at best and ly- 
ing at worst to the bank. 11 

In the daj« after his father's 
death at sea in November 1991, 
Kevin llew to Toronto for a per- 
sonal meeting with Ccd Ritchie, 
Bank of Nova Scotia's chief ex- 
ecutive. He did so “because I 
knew we needed the support of 
our major relationship banks. 
The Bank of Nova Scotia could 
be one of the most single im- 
portant banks (hat could change 
things dramatically for the 
group if they were willing to sup- 
port us in a time of difficulty". 

He said: “1 apologised to 
Ccd Ritchie personally for my 
conduct in the summer ana 
failing to be open and frank, for 
having misled the bank, because 
1 said I needed his help and his 
support and couldn't come and 
ask him for his support with this 
conduct hanging over my head." 

Kevin Maxwell, in his seventh 
day in the witness bat, said he 
lied to the bank after the 
Maxwell Group committed a 
“technical default” on the con- 
ditions of its loan agreements. 
He said he phoned his hither 
about it, adding: “My father’s re- 
action was extremely short and 
sharp, he told me to get rail. He 
said to have such a conversation 
on an open satellite line was dis- 
astrous, that 1 was breaking 
every rule of confidentiality." 

Robert Maxwell told him 
that if the default was discov- 


The Maxwell Trial 



Pay 84 

cred he was to blame it on the 
group’s investment bankers. 
Goldman Sachs. Kevin said he 
felt uncomfortable about this 
hut obeyed his father's instruc- 
tions to mislead the bank. “It’s 
not a matter I am at all proud 
of." he said. “He was angry that 
I was wasting his lime on it." 
Earlier, he had accused the 
National Westminster Bank of 
“swiping" $65m from Maxwell 
assets and claimed a senior ex- 
ecutive had threatened him. 

Kevin said that after his fa- 
ther’s death he received a per- 
sonal letter of condolence from 
John Melboum. a senior exec- 
utive with Nat West. But within 
days of this exchange of letters 
Mr Melboum had refused to re- 
turn shares in the Israeli com- 
pany leva which the bank held 
as a security until the proceeds 
of the sale of an American 
company Que arrived. Soon 
afterwards Mr Melboum 
threatened to withdraw banking 
support for the Maxwell Group. 

Kevin said: “1 realised the 
bank held all the cards, they 
held all the shares as well as the 
money. I was at the merry of 
John Melbotun at that point 
and a week later at another 
meeting he threatened me”. 

Kevin Maxwell, his brother 
Jan and Lhe former Maxwell fi- 
nancial adviser Larry Tracht- 
enberg deny conspiracy to de- 
fraud the pension funds by mis- 
using £22m of Teva shares. 
Kevin Maxwell alone denies a 
similar charge of conspiring 
with his father to similarly mis- 
use £100m worth of shares in 
another Israeli company, Sdtex 

The trial continues today. 



- 1 Quest for fame: Hopefuls watching fellow applicants auditioning yesterday for the Martini advertising campaign 


LOUISE JURY 

For the casting director Lucin- 
da Rayburn he was a bright one. 
Maybe even the right one. She 
could not pronounce Massim- 
Oiano Vituhn's name but he had 
bags of personality. “I thought 
Mass was great," she said. “And 
he's got a good body as welL" 
Her fellow judges giggled. 
“I'm looking from a purely pro- 
fessional point of view," Ms 
Rayburn said. At the Criterion 


Theatre in Piccadilly, London, 
yesterday, 250 egos were 
jostling for a place in a revived 
and rejuvenated advertising 
campaign for Martini - the 
“any time, any place, anywhere” 
drink of the Seventies. 

Each would-be star had a few 
seconds only to prove they were 
as right and bright as the jingle 
for the world's best-selling wine- 
based drink. “I just thought it 
would be a complete gig gle," 
said Annie Grantham, the first 


to stand before the judges and 
make a bid for fame with the 
words: “Of course I drink Mar- 
tini. I know 1 look good andyou 
know I look good." 

She was not recalled. Neither 
was Kenneth Norris, 26, who 
had travelled 13 hours through 
the night from the Mull of Km- 
tyre to bare his tattoos. Learn- 
ing he did stripograms, Ms 
Rayburn asked whether be was 
an introvert Til draw you if you 
want," he said. The offer was de- . 


dined. When the drinks com- 
pany launched its hunt, it asked 
television viewers: “Are you tiie 
best looking person you know?" 
They were given a number to 
adl for a chance to appear in 
next year’s commercials. More 
than 34,000 people Tang 5,000 
sent in a photograph, around 
250 of the “most visually pleas- 
ing" were called for casting 
and 10 will be shortlisted. 

Chris Meredith, the compa- 
ny's spokesman, said: “We want 


Photograph: David Sandtson 

somebody who is classically 
very attractive, because Marti- 
ni is a classic brand. And some- 
body who has that on-screen 
presence." After the first two 
hours, the list of maybes was far 
too long. “Be more brutal," Ms 
Rayburn said. But there was al- 
ready at least one star in the 
making. “Wasn’t she lovely? 
The giri in the hat?” she asked, 
referring to Sonya Lee, 26. 
“She’s the best so far." 

Letter to hopefids, Section Two 


County faces loss of all nursery schools 


FRAN ABRAMS 

Education Correspondent 

A county says it may have to 
close all its nursery schools and 
classes if spending on education 
is not increased next year. 

In a report to be discussed by 
Warwickshire’s education com- 
mittee next week, Ed Wood, the 
education officer, said it would 


need an extra £9.4m to keep 
provision as it is. Without the 
money, the authority would 
have to close Us nine nursery 
schools, 24 nursery classes at- 
tached to primary schools and 
two parent centres. 

The county could be open to 
legal challenge over cuts it 
would be forced to make to its 
youth service and provision for 


children with special educa- 
tional needs, he added. Mr 
Wood has also proposed cuts of 
£lm to sixth-forms’ budgets, 
with the loss of-between 40 and 
60 teaching jobs. 

The budget cuts could also 
mean the closure of schools’ 
“out of . hours" clubs and a 'cut 
of more than half in the schools 
structural maintenance bud- 


get. Last night, Mr Wood said 
Warwickshire had already been 
forced to cut£9m from its bud- 
get in the current financial 
year. Despite this, the county 
was stQl spending 5 per cent 
more on education than the 
Government said it should. 

“We are in a Catch-22 situa- 
tion and we are facing a fund- 
•ing. crisis. This list of cuts is 


deadly serious if we want to pro- 
tect sduxd budgets," he said. 

Seamus Crowe, head of St 
Francis Middle School in Bed- 
worth and a prominent member 
of the Fight Against Cuts in Ed- 
ucation pressu re group. Face, 
said: “This is horrendous. We 
want adequate funding and we 
want fair funding throughout 
the country." 




CHARLES ARTHUR 

Technology Correspondent 

The Goveniment is considering 
changing the law to cut rocket- 
ing levels of mobile phone 
fraud and theft follawinjg rec- 
ommendations from an indus- 
try study group. 

The four mobile network 
companies already intend to in- 
troduce a code of practice for 
mobile phone dealers, who will 
be obliged to make their best ef- 
forts to check that any phone 
brought to them for connection 
to a network, is not stolen. They 
are not obliged to do so now. 

Anyone, can legally capture 
the phone number 'and elec- 
tronic serial number transmit- 
ted from a legitimate phone and 
program it into a stolen phone. 
The owner, of the legitimate 
phone then bears the cost of 
rails made on that number. 
The proposals would make such 
programming, called “rechip- 
ping” or “cloning”, illegal. 

The group also proposes in- 
creasing the maximum prison 
sentence for “dishonestly mak- 
ing rafls with intent to avoid pay- 
ment" to five years instead of 
two and making possessiop of 
such equipment a crime. 

Tan Taylor, the science and 
technology minister, told Par- 
liament that the Government 
will consider introducing such 
measures. “The magnitude of 
the problem means it is in- 
cumbent on me and other min- 
isters to regard this as a matter 
of priority," he said later. The 
industry has been lobbying the 
Government to outlaw rechip- 
ping for almost two years. 

Every month 12,500 mobile 
phones are stolen, while crim- 
inals “clone" more than 4,000 
phones using scanning equip- 
ment Cloning rose by 500 per 
cent in the year to August. 
“Highly organised crime rings 
are using stolen and illegally re- 
connected handsets as a means 
of finan cing other activities 
such as drug trafficking.” 
Jonathan Clark, chairman of the 
industry's Federation of Com- 
munications Services, said. 

MrThylorsaid: “I don't want 
an industry which is one of the 
great British success stories to 
be undermined by fears that 
owning a mobile phone can 
leave you exposed to fraud." 


NEWT IMPROVED SERVICE - SAME LOW PRICE 


From just £29 



•Memberthip ol the RAC si'll starts at jud £29 - but 
nc« your basic co' w offers even mare benefits. 

■ RAC Rescue covers you, not your car. So now 
you con coll on us whenever you need fast 
roadside assistance, even when you're simply 
a passenger In someone else ’5 car. 

■ Roadside Rescue. In more than 8 out of 10 
cases, our patrols can fix cars on the spot. 
Otherwise, they'll tow you to a nearby garage, 
free of charge. 

■ Accident Service. A free courtesy car, free legal 
advice, plus we’ll deal with your insurers. 


■ Theft and Vandalism Giver. If your car’s stolen 
or can't be driven because of vandalism, we'll 
get you home, and recover your car, too. 

■ Battery Assist. A new battery on the spot. 

Whatever service you use, callouts and labour are 
free - ycu only pay for ports. 

You can also tailor your cover to meet your needs, 
with the option to take out Joint end Family Cover or 
odd our 'Al Home' service. 

Don't wait until you break down. Find out how to join 
the RAC today. 



wi'A 



PHONE FREE TODAY ON 

0800 029 029 

1 YES - 1 ware to join the RAC 
1 Please tell me how 1 can join from just £29! 

OR INTERNET 

| Mr'Mrs/Miss/Ms 

http:// www.rac.co.uk/ 
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> FleXACCOUnt The problem is tHk your bank has stood still for 


long! ft has resisted change. Which is why your cunwir account is far behind FlerAccoum, 


Compare and deride fot younelfi 1. FlttAccount has overdrafts without set up costs or 


monthly fees. 2. Our overdraft rate is one of the best you can gpt. 3. You gpt a £100 cheque guarantee. 


debit and cash card in one. 4. Our compcutivr interest raw increases with your balance 


5. You get a full service from every branch without the unnecessary charges. Now 


call 0800 33 55 99 (quote ref. FPSJ), or visit a Nationwide 


branch and do what you should have done with your bank years agp. Replace it. THE *BU1LDIWG> society 


find us on the Internet at http://ww.iurionwidej» 1 uWnationwide 

AppBcxsa must be wo IS. The opening of a Ro-A^cooik ■* nbiect 10 statin, ferment Cinf, r h , , 

only available to those met 18 aad Jr ttAjca w an jpwibal ofanapptkann anfa . ^ <^nfa are 

*itb prior agreement. Written tpocadom «c anHaUc an request Nationwide BoiWU* Socicw 

5N38 IN'® Nationwide b a member of the Building Societies Ombudsman Sehm- Swindon 

xnaae and uiteerfem M dh: Code of Banking Practice. 


Nationwide-.! 
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UN Anniversary: World body gets another 50 years but China hits at big power interference 

Carry on policing; world tells UN 


— — JLl 

international 


IN BRIEF 


DAVID USBORNE 

New York • 

With three days of speeches, 
gala receptions and non-stop 
schmoozing behind them, 
wprid leaders yesterday gave the 
United Nations on its fiftieth 
birthday, the gift of continuing 
life for another 50 years. 

With the last speakers due to 
take the podium last night, 
heads of state and government 
were due to adopt a seven-page 
declaration reaffirming the the 
goals of the UN’s founding 
charter while pledgin g to lano cfa 

it on a course of radical reform 

In their statement, the object 
of intense behind-dosed-doois 
negotiation until almost the 
last moment, the leaders vowed 
to “give to the 21st century a 
UN equipped, finan ced and 
structured to serve effectively 
the peoples in whose name it ' 
was established". 

As far it goes, the document 
wiQ be a welcome conclusion for 
the Secretary-General, Boutros 
Boutros-Ghali, who at the.be- 
ginning of the session dwelled 
on the UN’s financial crisis 
and lamented the “sad news" 
that member states no longer re- 
gard the UN as a priority. No 
one advocated closing the UN 
and everyone credited it with 
keeping humanity free of 
global war since 1945. 

But how genuine is the reaf- 
firmation expressed by the lead- 
ers and how qniddy they will be 
able to agree on improved fi- 
nancing and internal reforms, 
including the expansion of 
membership of the Security 
Council, remains to be seen. 
Neither, the declaration nor 
any but a veiy few of the lead- 
ers’ speeches offered any sign- 
posts for the way forward. 

Some leaders voiced scepti- 
cism about the prospects. In a 
speech otherwise devoted to 
peace in his country, the Bosn- 
ian President, Alija Izetbegov- 
ic, concluded with this thought 
on all of the “nice and noble 
words" delivered from the podi- 
um: “One of the ancient holy 
scripts says: ‘Judge them ac- 
cording to their deeds.’ Let us 
listen to what they are saying, 
but let us ask them what they 
are doing. As soon as they re- 
turn home, unfortunately, they 
will continue their course. It is 
upto us. to stop them”. 

Mr Boutros-Ghali has nailed 
his standard to an emergency 
session of the UN’s General As- - 


sembly early next year to reach 
some derisions. He was sup- 
ported by John Major. A ded- 
ston on whether to call such a 
session, which UN officials be- 
lieve would help concentrate 
minds on resolving some of 
the issues, can be expected in 
the next few weeks. 

Unquestionably most press- 
ing is wirijii g the financial cri- 
sis, which means extracting the 
some S13bn (£D.8bn) in unpaid 
dues freon the United States, 
equivalent to more than the 
UN’s regular- budget for one 
year. This is not an exorbitant 
sum - less than what it costs to 
run the New York -Police De- 
partment fer 12 months - but 
such Is the belligerence to- 
wards the UN in the US Con- 
gress that the prospect of Mr 
Boutros-Ghali ever seeing it re- 
mains dim, 

Mr Clinton in his speech laid 
out a bargain: Deliver the re- 
forms— slimming down the bu- - 
reancracy, reducing the share 
that the US is expected to pay 
into UN caffes, cutting back on 
the number of UN agencies and 
scaling back peace-keeping — 
and I will prevail on Congress. 
It is not certain whether even 
then be could do such a thing. 
Many member states will de- 
mand that the deal be reversed: 
Givens the money, ’Abshmgton, 
then we will reform. 

Peace-keeping costs, which 
have exploded in recent years 
as the UN has been deployed 
to trouble spots worldwide such 
as Bosnia and Somalia, are al- 
ready falling. Nalo is taking over 
in the former Yugoslavia, the 
mandate in Rwanda is likely to 
expire at the year’s end and the 
omy countries left with an im- 
portant UN presence will be 
Cyprus and Angola. 

Britain »nd other intfastri?! 
nations, meanwhile, agree that 
many UN agencies, including 
the Food and Agriculture Or- 
ganisation, the International 
Labour Organisation and even 
Unesco, the Education, Scien- 
tific and Cultural Organisation 
in Paris, should be closed or 
consolidated. - 

Killing these bodies, which 
provide nice jobs for foreign 
civil ■ servants, will ’ be • 
resisted by many, however. 
Meanwhile, efforts to agree on 
who exactly should get new 
seate on the Security Council - 
Pakistan or India; Brazil or Ar- . 
gentina - have been mired al- ' 
ready for months. 



Ross Perot stakes his claim 

Sacramento - Hours ahead of the deadline, Ross Perot said his 
supporters had submitted Reform Party registrations for 95,000 
people, enough to put the new party on California's 1996 presi- 
dential ballot. “We Know it’s done," the Texas billionaire sa i d . A 
tally of registrations wifi not be known until 13 November. AP 

US set to move embassy to Jerusalem 

Washington — Key senators reached agreement on a bifi requi ring 
the US embassy in Israel to be moved to Jerusalem no later than 
31 May, 1999. Bui Senate Republican leader, Bob Dole, and 
other sponsors of the bill agreed to allow President Bill Clinton 
to waive the move for a certain period on the grounds of US 
national security interests. Reuter 

French police detain 13 ‘Muslim bombers’ 

Paris — French police detained 13 people in raids on suspect- 
ed Muslim extremists in Paris and its suburb of Corbeil-Essoime. 
The swoop was instigated by an investigating judge, Laurence Lc 
Vert, who on Monday ordered two Bench men of North African 
origin to be jailed on suspicion of links to the Armed Islamir Group, 
an Algerian extremist organisation blamed for a wave of 
bombings in France. Reuter 

Bosnian Serb war crimes trial postponed 

TheHagne — The first international war crimes tnal since Nurcm- 


Vbice of protest: A Tibetan chants during a demonstration outside the UN yesterday Photo&aph: Kathy WillerWAP 

China raps US for ‘interfering’ 


New York — President Jiang 
Zemin of China yesterday de- 
livered a sharp and barely dis- 
guised jab in the (Erection of the 
United States, criticising “big 
powers" that seek to interfere 
in the internal affair s of other 
countries, writes David 
Usborne. ; 

■' Speaking at the fiftieth an- 
niversary celebration of the 
United Nations only hours be- 
fore summit talks with President 
Bill Clinton in New York last 
night, Mr Jiang also forcefully 
reaffirmed Peking’s dann that 
Taiwan remains part of main- 
land fhrna. 

Relations between the US 
and China took a sharp down- 
turn last spring when Mr Clin- 
ton allowed the Taiwanese 
President, Lee Ifeng-hui, to 
make a private visit to the US. 


Strains have also arisen be- 
cause of China’s treatment of 
dissidents, including Harry Wo, 
an American citizen who was 
convicted of spying and stealing 
state secrets before being de- 
ported in August 

“The peaceful reunification 
of the two sides of the "Rowan 
straits is the unshakable wiH and 

determination of the entire 
Chinese people," Mr Jiang de- 
clared. In an American televi- 
sion interview this week, the 
President repeated -that “one 
cannot rule out the military op- 
tion'" against Taiwan. 

But in remads that appeared 
directed at the US and its efforts 
in the past to fink trade issues 
with progress on human rights 
in China, Mr Jiang remarked: 
“Certain big powers, often un- 
der the cover of ‘freedom*. 


‘democracy* and human rights ’, 
set out to encroach upon the 
sovereignty of other countries, 
interfere in their internal affair s 
and undermine their national 
unity and ethnic harmony. This 
has become a principal cause for 
the mtranquulity in the world 
today." 

Many passages in Mr Jiang’s 
speech were unlikely to sit well 
with those seeking freedom for 
Tibet, including a group of 
Tibetan nationalists who have 
been staging a hunger strike out- 
side the UN building for the 
past week. Mr Jiang sought to 
condemn governments that, 
“deliberately ignore the colour- 
ful and diverse reality of the 
world and practise such hege- 
inonic acts as imposing one’s so- 
cial system” on other nations. 

With expectations low for 


the Jiang- Clinton meeting, even 
the arrangements for it were 
fraught with difficulties. The 
White House refused an origi- 
nal request for a full-blown 
state reception in Washington 
for the Chinese leader, and 
suggested a lunch meeting on 
the fringes of the UN special 
session. 

Finally the two rides agreed 
to meet yesterday in the New 
York Public Library. Then the 
venue had to be changed al the 
last moment to the Lincoln 
Center after Chinese officials 
found out that exhibits at the li- 
brary included a handbill pro- 
duced by Chinese students 
during the 1989 Tiananmen 
Square protests. It would be un- 
acceptable fci Mr Jiang, they de- 
cided. to grace the building 
with such material inside. 


ing Mr Tadic, who is accused of murder, rape and torture at the 
Omarska camp in north-west Bosnia, said the defence faced enor- 
mous problems in contacting key witnesses, many of whom live 
in war-torn areas, and would be unable to come to The Hague 
before next May. Reuter 

Breathing space for Chirac 

Baris — The slate prosecutor win postpone a decision on whether 
to prosecute President Jacques Chirac over a rented flat pend- 
ing a ruling on lbc issue by an administrative court. The court is 
due to decide next month whether to authorise a separate request 
to sue Mr Chirac for compensation over the purchase of his rent- 
ed flat by a company partly owned by the city of Paris when he 
was the mayor. Ratter 

North Korean ‘spies’ fire on police 

Seoul — "Rvo men described as North Korean spies exchanged 
gunfire with South Korean forces in the central town of Puyo. A 
police officer was lolled and one of the alleged infiltrators was 
captured after being shot in the leg. The other fled into nearby 
hills, pursued by thousands of troops supported by helicopters 
and sniffer dogs. Reuter 

IGngcard is a credit to Heartbreak Hotel 

Memphis — Fans of the “King" can now check out of Heartbreak 
Hotel using the new Elvis Presley credit card. The only credit card 


images of Elvis from a 1968 television special and his 1969 Las 
Vegas engagement. Reuter 



Yasser’s baby: Sofia Arafat, wife of the PLO leader, 
shows off her daughter, Zaftwa, in Gaza clly during the 
the UN fiftieth birthday celebrations Photograph :AP 
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you can take out an unsecured Personal Loan for any 
amount from £500' to £1V,000 for absolutely any 
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your credit cards or building a new kitchen. So why 
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THE NEW MERCURY MINICALL* WITH NO U KjcFsiS SB” Jftjff 
CONTRACTS, NO MONTHLY BILLS AND 
NO CALL COSTS TO YOU. KEEPS YOU IN 
TOUCH WHILE YOU ROLL AROUND TOWN. 

• Nationwide coverage 

• Can be called from any phone* H|||l||M||iy|M 

• Uses standard battery lasting up to 6 weeks 

• Caller pays to send a numeric message. 
so It doesn't cost you a penny 

AVAILABLE AT- selected branches of DIXONS and ALLDERS DEPARTMENT STORES. 

TANDY, PEOPLES PHONE SHOWROOMS. ARGOS. THE UNK. CURRYS. JOHN LEWIS 
PARTNERSHIP. NORWEB. GRANADA SHOPS. INDEX. OFFICE WORLD. TOWER RECORDS ^ 

(PICCADILLY CIRCUS); many electrical outlets and Mercury Paging authorised dealers. ty 

For further information. Free Call 0500 505 505. 

*A typical M# ten a domaatke tana phona Mould aul about 20p. AH calls an chargad by the aacnnd, CaHa «■ cltargad at 39p a 
mVnrto N e ow onnr rnio), «n at all othar Umaa, Cana can ba mod* front payphonaa. moblla phonaa and othar natwoika {auhlaet 10 
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MERCURY 






12 



LOTUS ELISE 

with the % INDEPENDENT 



F l'w cars excite such love and loyalty as a Lotus. 
Launched in 1948 by the legendary Colin Chapman, the 
Lotus appeal is summed up by its two most famous mar- 
ques - Esprit and Elan. Now a new thoroughbred joins the 
Lotus sianlc. the Elise. 

Launched to acclaim at the Frankfurt Motor Show in Sep- 
tember, this futuristic two-seater is perhaps their most excit- 
ing car ever - and we have one to give away. 

Lotus describe their new model as "small, strong, ultra-light, 
vety fast and great fun to 
BHBMBnBgf drive". The low weight of 
HHElHlBlitBIE 675kg benefits braking, han- 
• ; dling and steering response. 

i | The adjustable driver's scat 

j gives firm yet comfortable 

j support ana the minimalist 

\ j instrumentation displays 

h\ ( immediate information. 

m\ j Visually the car is suin- 
w j { ning, the curvaceous lines 

Sj j set off by unique fivc-spoke 

f l j alloy wheels. The light 

{ ; weight and aerodynamic 

! shape makes the Elise a 

j “green” machine, cutting 

down on fuel consumption 
B OiSlWlMlB and thus carbon dioxide 

emissions. 



The 1795cc 4-cylinder fuel-injected engine delivers a top 
speed of around 120mph and the Elise, worth approximately 
00,000, comes with catalytic converter, engine immobiliser, 
doth trim and black vinyl hood. 

Lotus are exhibiting the Elise at this month’s Motor Show 
at London’s Earls Court. As well as receiving the keys to a 
Lotus Elise, our competition winner will also get one year's 
free insurance provided fay Norwich Union Qub Insurance. 
This service offers a 24-hour Qubiine which, should you have 
an accident, connects you to a dedicated Qub Incident Man- 
ager who will take immediate care of the problem. 

lb be in with a dxance of winnmg our prize you must col- 
lect six different^ numbered tokens from die 14 we are print- 
ing in the Independent and the Independent on Sunday. At feast 
one token must come from th e Independent on Sunday. We 
printed an entry form in last Friday’s Independent and today 
wc are giving you Taken 3JL We will reprint the entry harm 
at the end of the competition. 


Rides as previously pubfched. For previously published tokens 
or an entry form send an SAE to: The IndependenVLotus EEse, 
PO Box 88, Welwyn Garden City, Hertfordshire AL7 1TX. State 
the amount of tokens you require (only 4 per application). 
Please mark clearly on your envelope, Token Request or Entry 
Form. If you need both, please send separate SAE*s. 
Requests must be received by first post 6 November 1995. 


in association with % Itfiaspmr and 


For Artur (Saak an 
Norwfcfl Urton's Out) 


0800 S26S47 ttr Norwich 
an Information pack 1 


Santer backs down 
over French tests 


Herd instinct: Klaus RJechert, a farmer from a village near Hamburg, walks his geese on a dike by the Bbe to keep 
them in shape. Most will end as roasts on St Martin's Day (11 November) or at Christmas Photograph: AP 


SARAH HELM 

Strasbourg. 

In a remarkable retreat on two 
flanks, iV WiirnpMn Commas - 
son and the European Piaiiia- 
ment y esterd a y backed away 
from a confrontation with 


rrancc over me us buc ul 

French nuclear tests. 

Jacques Santer, President of 
the Commission, told the Par- 
liament in Strasbourg that in the 

tight of new information from 
Paris, the Ccmroission believed 
that the tests were not danger- 
ous and that there was ho rea- 
son to take legal action under 
the Euratom Ttcaty. 

After addressing the Parlia- 
ment for less than 10 mfamtes, 
Mr Santer announced with con- 
fidence: "The tests in French 
PrlyitnlT do not present any 
perceptible risk of significant ex- 
posure [to radiation] for the 
workers or the population.” 

Mr San ta's statement came 
hours after President Jacques 
Chirac said in New York that 
France win cany out six; Instead 
of eight, nuclear tests. There 
appeared to be little doubt in 
Strasbourg yesterday that Mr 
dune’s decision to reduce the 
number of tests was linked to an 
understanding with Brussels 
that Mr Santer would persuade 
the Commission to back away 
from legal action. 

The Parliament, winch had 
demanded action from hfr San- 
ta fo stop the tests, yesterday 
appeared suddenly willin g to 
accept the Commission’s deci- 
sion, and dropped threats to 
censure the Go mroissi oo forfeit - 
in g M take Parin tn task. Rwlinft 

Green, leader of the Socialist 
group, asked what reason there 
was to believe the French data. 
Sh e s aid the p arfiamcat barf nnt- 
been shown the new infonna- 

fimn handed fn ftw» fV imi n iwii n i 

Last night, MEPs met to con- 
sider their position, but there 
appeared to be Bttle stomach for 


a fight Only the Greens voiced 
outrage, accusing the Commis- 
skm of evading responsibility 
ami farting credibility. 

Yesterday’s decisions repre- 
sent a victory for Mr Chirac, 
who has seen off the threat of 
embarrassing legal action in 


me curopcBU man urjasaas. 

Diking a stance which can 
only encourage Britain, a pow- 
erful member state has mown 
. two European institutions Oat 
it cannot be pushed around. 
French lobbying has been in- 
tense, and Ranee’s two com- 
missioners have fought hard 

agamgf any fa gal rfiatlwig p. 

For the anti-nudear lobby, 
the outcome was a serious de- 
feat. Andfor the two European 
institutions, the episode basal- 
most certainly caused lasting 
damage- What the pribtic vriH re- 
member about the midear test 


row is weeks of postmfog m 
Brussels and Strasbomg- Given 
the short and supetfidd nature 
of Mr Santer’s presentation, 

there is little reason to believe 

public doubts about the tests 
wffl have been eased- 
Mr Santer made no attempt 

■ I tl.. .air mfnr. 


iu ra y wii i — 

mation produced by Rure after 
two tests have been carried out 

already might be wholly reliable. 

“We have no reason to be- 
lieve the CommissiQn’s evalua- 
tian of based solely on 
information provided by the 
very French authorities who 
arc carrying out the tests and 
•who have systematically cowxed 
up relevant data for years,” 
said Undine von Blottrrite, a 
Green spokeswoman. _ 

Mr Santer avoided criticising . 
France for faffing tojjrovide the 
information to the Commission 


before the first two tests. Arti- 
cle 34 of the Euratom Healy 
says that in the case of a “par- 
ticular? dangerous experimeaT, 
the Commission ought to give 
■an opinion on heaJtn and safc- 
ly before the experiment begins. 
1 The Commission’s climb- 
dmm arrears in the end to have 


been brought about as much by 


pUUIMi u/iiOJWrtiwww — -v 

the incompetence of its staff as 
by an anajyszsof the data. 

Mr Santer did not want to 
force, a confrontation with 
fiance at a time when many 

• ■ * uIMmI 


are under way. At the same 
time, according to several Com- 
mission sources, it was the 
incompetence of Ritt Bjerre- 
gaard, the Environment Com- 
missioner, which made it 
difficult for the Commission to 
present its case. 


Brussels puts Dane in doghouse 


Strasbourg — If yesterday was 
a bad day for the anti-nuclear 
lobby in Europe it was a an even 
worse day for RittBjerregaard, 
writes Sara Hrim. 

Ms Bjerregaard, the Euro-, 
pean Union’s eccentric Danish 
Environment P-ummigrirmer, 
yesterday lost her campaign to 
end French nuclear tacts; she 
was scorned in the Parliament, 
ridiculed in the press and pa- 
tronised by the President of the 
Commission, Jacques Santer. 

Ms £$erregaard could have 
consoled herself that her spicy 
new bode- The Commissioner^ 
Diary - might now become a 
bestseller in Brussels. But she 
also learned yesterday that she 
will see none of the money. “I 



ter that there are rules that one 
may not receive fees. I intend 
to follow them,” she said at a 
press con fere nce in Strariwnrg. 

The Commissioner's Diary 
reveals details of Ms Bjjene- 


Bjjerregaard: Author of a 
spicy new book 

S s private meetings with 
can leaders. It accuses 
ent Jacques Chirac of 
trying to be a “strong man”. 
Other commissioners are 
sniped at, details of discussions 

revealed. Ms Bjerregaard, how- 
ever, cannot be sadeed -except 
by an action for breach of duty 
in the European Court. 

News that the book is about 


to be published could not have 
come at a worse time for Ms 
Bjeaegaard- or the antinuclear 
campaign. The environment 
commissiouer has been lobbying 
Mr Santer to take stranger ac- 
tion against France ova 1 nudear 
tedSL^he promised Fnibment 
she would camp aign for an rad 
to the tests. Mr Santer, wbo was 
against taking action, has been 
h ying to puD Ms Bjerregaard 
into line. Already under attack 
for presenting a poorly argued 
case, this finite undexmmed her 
credibility. 

WhenMrSantertoldPariia- 
ment yesterday that Ranee was 
off the hook, Ms Bjerregaard 
was obliged to watch in silence. 
At tlte press conference she had 
to sit beside Mr Santer like a 
naughty schoolgirl The press 
were not interested in her anti- 
nuclear campaign. They want- 
ed to know only what secrets she 
would publish in the next seri- 
alised episode of her book. 


Vendetta fear halts UK convoys 


RUPERT CORNWELL . 

Washing ton 

and REUTER 

British aid convoys in central 
Bosnia have been suspended be- 
cause it is feared that foreign Is- 
lamic are hunting down 

Britons, a United Nations 
refugee official said yesterday. 

The move followed an inci- 
dent on Sunday when two Nor- 
wegian aid workers were held 
up at gunpoint by two men and 
threatened with execution. 

The men let the Norwegians 
go when they discovered that 
they were not British, said Kris 
Janowski, spokesman far the 
United Nations High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 
in Sarajevo. 

One of the gunmen spoke 
Arabic and UN officials believe 
that he may be a mujahedin 
fighter - a volunteer from an Is- 
lamic country who joined the 
Muslim-led government’s fight 
against Serb separatists. 

The UN has linked the inci- 
dent to the killing of a muja- 
hedin fighter by a British UN 
soldier two weeks ago. 


The soldier was guarding an 
armoured troop carrier daring 
a reconnaissance patrol near 
Bugojno and opened fire when 
he believed that the man was 
about to shoot him, a UN 
spokesman said. 

“They seem to have been, 
looking for Britons. They may 
be carryingagradge.lt is alaos- 
ing,” Mr Janowski said. 

A protea had been filed with 
the government, he added. The 
convoys affected are those to 
the government enclave of 
Tlizla. Mr Janowski said he ex- 
pected them to start again in the 
next few days. 

The reports underscore the 
continuing dangers a week be- 
fore the Bosnia peace talks 
open in Ohio. 

President Alqa Izetbegcrvic 
yesterday raised the stakes by in- 
sisting that his Mnslim-led gov- 
ernment was winning the war, 
and that he would not accept the 
division of his country “in what- 
ever packaging it may be 
served”. 

He told the UN that partition 
would amply lead to a restart 
of the fighting. 


And if the talks were suc- 
cessful, he demanded that the 

ItifffrnRtirmliT Rn mmiiritt y deny 
i pranstnirtin n awwjiirft Hi miy 

party which refused to respect 
human rights. 

The Bosnian leader was 
speaking as he and President 
Raiqo Tbdjman ofCroatia pre- 
pared to meet President Bill 
Clinton in a last round of bi- 
lateral summitry before the two 
leaders jam President Slobodan 
Milosevic of Serbia for negoti- 
ations at an air base in Dayton. 
There are also growing signs 

nf in nr gflni.«dn g the 

Nato-led force that will police 
any deal 


and Ru ssian i fefwiw 

meet at the Pentagon to work 

nutaf hnmila far PnwM frv hilrft 

part in the force, following the 
failure of Mr Cfintan and Pres- 
ident Boris Yeltsin to do so at 
their brief summit near New 
York on Monday. 

No less troublesome for Mr 
Qinton is mounting congres- 
sional and public unease over 
plans to send 20,000 US troops 
to Bosnia to help police a set- 


tlement A poll conducted for 
the USA Tbday newspaper in- 
. cheated a narrow 50-44 margin 
in favour of US participation. 

But that figure turns into a 
two-to-one majority against on 
the assumption that the force 
vrifi take same casualties. Over- 

tbat M^^itons^mld secure 
approval from Congress be- 
fore sending soldiers, some- 
thing the White House says it 
is not bound to da 

The RepubHcan-dommated 
Congress continues to demon- 
strate a desire to push into the 
domain of foreign policy. 

Yesterday Mr Clinton re- 
jected a suggestion by the Re- 
publican Bob Dole, the Senate 
majority leader, that President 
Milosevic should be barred 
from the peace talks, saying that 
it would undermine the peace 
process. 

Senator Dole suggested last 
week that the United States 
should not grant a visa to Mr 
Milosevic for next week's talks, 
^miring him of being “the 


in Bosnia. 


Subdued Tapie begins last-ditch appeal 


MART DEJEVSKY 

Paris 

Bernard Tkpie, the former foot- 
ball club chairman and politi- 
cian whose name was a byword 
for the fast- talking fast-living 
Ranee of the Eighties, em- 
barked yesterday on a last- 
ditch attempt to save himself 
from the prison sentence that 
has longed seemed his destiny. 

Thinner than before and un- 
characteristically restrained, he 


arrived early at the courthouse 
in Dooai to start his appeal 
against conviction for fixing a 
football match. _ 

In May, Thpte was found 

ennes football chib to e nsure 
victory for his own team,. 
Olympique Marseille, in a cru- 
cial tie. After a high-profile tri- 
al, during which he suffered 
betrayal by a former Marseille 
colleague, Jean-Piene Verufes, 


Tkpie was found guilty and sen- 
tenced to two years m prison, 
one to be suspended. 

His appeal relies on a new 
version of events, according to 
winch he admits for the first 
time meetmg the \Uendezmes 
trainer, but denies instigating 
any payments. Last week, Tapie 
threatened legal proceedings 
oyer a report in the sports 
newspaper, lEquipe , which said 
that Olympique Marseille un- 
der his chairmanship was a 


money-laundering machine. 

The th re ate n ed prison sen- 
tence seemed to take away 
seme of Ins flamboyance and he 
has adopted a low-key approach 
to bis appeal. But sceptirian has 
been expressed about his new 
image. Some even questioned 
whether a hospital stay last 
week might not have been in- 
tended to save him from prison 
on health grounds. In a news- 
paper interview, Thpie said 
prison “terrified” him. 
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international 


Chirac 
promises to 


DAYS 


hughwtnsor 

Ottawa 

The C a nadia n R>rdgn Minister, 
Andre OneDet, tried to play 
down the importance of a 
promise by President Jacques 

Chirac that France would recog- 
nise an independent Quebecn 
separatists gain a victory in 
next Monday’s referendum. 

Speaking to reporters after a 
meeting of the Cabinet yester- 
day, Mr Oaellet said he did not 
think Mr Chirac’s comments 
during an interview in New 
York with CNN would have 
much impact on the campaign. 

“1 think obviously some peo- 
ple in Quebec would like to see 
this as a major endorsement,” 
he said. “If you look at what he 
said, it's not a major endorse- 
ment at alL” 

Questioned about the French 
President's timing , Mr OneOet 
pointed duf that Mr Chirac 
was only responding to a hy- 
pothetical question from a 
caller to CNN. “He said he 
would recognise a fact. And 
everyone would recognise the 
fact [if the separatists won]. It 
would change diplomatic 
relations.” 

Separatist leaders in Quebec 
were quick to pounce on the Mr 
Chirac's co mm ent. The Bloc 
Quebecois leader, Lucien 
Bouchard, said that by con- 
firming a commitment Mr 
Chirac had made to him a year 
ago, when the Quebec leader 
had visited Paris, he was sup- 
porting the separatists’ argu- 
ment. that Quebec can survive 
as an independent country. 

President Chirac told the 
interviewer that France would 
respect the outcome of the 
referendum vote bat would not 
interfere in the referendum 
campaign. Mr Chirac had also 
given the Canadian Prime 
Minister, Jean Chretien, an 
assurance that France would not 
meddle in the referendum 
when he attended the G-7 Sum- 
mit in Halifax in June. - ' 

This is in contrast to France’s 
position during the 1980 refer- 


agcnts were active in promot- 
ing Quebeckers’ <fisgea)t 

Mr Chirac’searfier promise 
to Mr Bouchard was made 
while he was ktihca^hrtheina^ 
or of Paris. The Hoc Quo- 
begcns leader had visited France' 
searing corn m itmeritK 
internatianalitxxjgnition would 
be a cruciaffor a nascent inde- 
pendent Quebec. 

Mr Bouchard also visited 
Waslungton but had^ frosty re- 
ception. While saying formally 
th^ Quebec’s fatoeK for Que- 
beckers to decide, US officiak, 

mrinrtfng Pnasiiftarif TBH Hmlnn 

have made it dear they , wish 
Canada to be stable and unit- 1 
ed. Last week, the Secretary of 
State, Warren -Christopher, 
went a step further, saying that 
Quebec would have a tough 
time negotiating trade deals. 

For an independent Que- 
bec, French recognition would 
have an important moral 
impact. But the separafets’ first 
priority for formal recognition 
is the US. It win also be crucial 
for Quebec’s industries to gain 
access to the North American 
Free Trade Agreement, an 
admission that the US and 
Canadian governments have 
said win not be automatic. 

Quebec has also said it will 
apply to the World Trading Or- 
ganisation and that it would like 
to become a partner in both 
Nato and Norad, the North 
America Air Defence pact. 

F inanc ial markets have con- 
tinued to react to polls that 
place the “Yes” side with a nar- 
row lead over the federafet side. 
On Monday, the Canadian dol- 
lar had lost a full cent against 
the US dollar, though yesterday 
the drop bad slowed, levelling 
out at about 72.86 cents. 

Three new polls will be re- 
leased later tins week which 
could also have an impact, 
especially on what are consid- 
ered to be strategic voters who 
want to give Quebec a strong 
bargaining position With the 
rest of Canada but Who do not 
want to separate. ’ 




Bigger is better in 
the land where fat 
is a felonious issue 


Back in the limelight: Lady Thatcher blowing out candles cm a belated birthday cake Photograph: Mike Theiler/Reuter 

IIS right toasts Thatcher’s 70th 


RUPERT CORNWELL 

Washington . 

What with Irish-American pick- 
ets across the street yelling 
“Thatcher murderer”, flash- 
lights popping and a mix of 
celebrities that included the 
US Speaker Newt Gingrich; 
Nancy Reagan and Barbara 
Writers, she might still have 
been the resident of Number 10. 

In fact it was just a belated 
. 70th birthday thrash - but as far 
as the American right is con- 
cerned, Margaret Thatcher was. 
is, and will forever be Prime 
Minister. In Britain these days, 
only by savaging her successor 
John Major can she gain at- 
tention; in the United States, 
her very presence sets conser- 
vative hearts atremble. And so 


it was at Union Station here on 
Monday night 

Six hundred guests came to 
pay their devotions, paying 
51,000 (£600) a plate and 
$15,000 a table for the privilege 
of being in the same room as the 
co-slayer of the EvO Empire. 
The Philip Morris tobacco 
group, “proud sponsors of this 
event", reportedly produced 
another Sun, leaving the US- 
based Margaret Thatcher Foun- 
dation ahead on the night by 
$2m or more. 

But most of all they wanted 
to hear the Iron Lady, and 
through her to reach out to 
Ronald Reagan, her partner in 
doctrine and deeds, patron 
, 'saint of the New Republican 
Revolution, but now largely 
confined by Alzheimer’s disease 


to his home in California. “Rea- 
gan and Thatcher" gushed Bar- 
bara Walters, are “names linked 
together for ever, like Rogers 
and Astaire.” There was even 
a statue of them under con- 
struction io Tirana, Albania, Ms 
Walters said, named simply 
“The Liberators”. 

Decked out in jewels and red 
chiffon, Nancy paid tribute 
from both the Reagans. “Dear 
Margaret”, she said, “you have 
been so much to us in so many 
ways. You were and are Amer^ 
ica’s finest friend. Ronnie and 
I will cherish your friendship 
always." 

As she ended her speech, the 
40th President appeared to 
make a toast in huge images 
flashed on two video screens on 
either side of the podium. 


Mis Thatcher replied m kind, 
describing the former presi- 
dent as “the second most im- 
portant man", and speaking of 
her pride at being the smaller 
half of the Reagan-Thatcher 
relationship- It was “his decision 
to call the Soviet Union by its 
proper name, the evil empire,” 
that helped “bring that evil 
empire crashing down”. 

And so tire evening ended, 
drenched in nostalgia, a cross 
between the Lord Mayor’s ban- 
quet and Oscars night in Hol- 
lywood. There was a musical 
interlude too, a medley of hits 
from Tim Rice and Andrew 
Lloyd Webber, the bards of 
the Thatcher era. Naturally, 
they played Memory, but not 
Don't Cry for Me, Argentina. 
Even nostalgia has its limits. 


Spare a thought for Arthur 
rounkm, jailed this mouth for 
being too fat. Mr Younkin, a 
convicted cheque-forger, had 
been ordered by a court in Wi- 
chita, Kansas, to pay $11,000 ' 
(nearly £7,000) in restitution, 
but said his 36-stone weight 
made it impossible for him to 
find a job and earn the money. 
Fine, said the judge, Mr 
Younkin could go on probation 

- on condition he lost weight. 
Alas, he was sighted once too 
often around town indulging in 
doughnuts, pizza and french 
fries. He was weighed in the 
scales of justice and found 
wanting. Instead of slimming 
down, fie had added 209b. The 
law would have no mercy, and 
this time Mr Younkin was giv- 
en Kansas * maximum term for 
violating a probation agree- 
ment, three months in jail 

His lawyers are appealing, on 
the grounds that weight anddiet 
are personal matters which art 
not for a court to decide, and 
that therefore Mr Younkin’s 
spell behind bars is “cruel and 
imugrtal p unishm ent” in breach 

of the eighth amendment of the 
Constitution. More to the point, 
though, if obesity were a prison 
offence, America’s over- 
crowded jails would long since 
have come apart at the seams. 

For once the evidence of my 
own eyes and government sta- 
tistics agree. Americans are get- 
ting fatter and fa tier A third of 
adults are overweight, and ac- 
cording to anew fe^teral survey, 
11 per cent of all childr en are too 

- more than double the pro- 
portion 25 years ago. TUring their 
cue from their parents, chil- 
dren too exercise less, spend 
more time in front of the TV or 
computers and eat too much. 
And who is to blame them? The 
hardest tiling to find in this 
country is a modest snack. 

Tike the American “sand- 
wich”, not to be confused with 
the dainty European concoction 
of the same name. A sandwich 
here is a monument to Ameri- 
ca’s love for bigness — so thick 
yon cannot get your month 
around it without sending part 
of the contents into yonr lap. 
Beg the man behind the deli bar 
to go easy on the fining and he 
looks at you as if you were some 
wimpish idiot But sandwiches 
have nothing on the fast food 


industry, which spends S36bn 
(£22.8bn) a year on advertising 
ever vaster servings to an ever 
more corpulent population. 

An item in the fRufrlqgion 
ftwf last week provided some as- 
tonishing face. Remember the 
curvy old bottle of Coca-Cola? 
It contained six and! a half Quid 


from the 7-11 grocery chain is 
the Double Gulp, offering near- 
ly 10 times as much, 64 ounces 
of coke, equivalent to 800 calo- 
ries. The diameter of regular 
pizzas creeps steadily higher, 
now at around 12 inches. But 
nothing quite matches the 31b 
porterhouse steaks offered bv 
Morton’s Steakhousc of Chica- 
go. The Morton's in Washing- 
ton claims to sell five to 10 a 

n ^The rtM^foTti^onward 
march of excess is said to be the 
concept of “value”. But instead 
of offering more for the same 
price, why not the same for less? 

Arid the problem reaches 
the summit of the state. Hue, 
George Bush famously loathed 
broccoli, but even so was as thin 
asa rake. Not so the 42nd Pres- 
ident. “We do fibres and stuff,” 
Hillary Clinton once said in re- 
ply to a question about the fam- 
ily eating habits, and for formal 
entertaining she has replaced 
high calorie classical French 
with trendy Californian. But 
husband BiU, as he is the first 
to admit, seldom fails to warm 
to a pile of junk food. 

So what happened to the get 
fit and slim craze? It was always 
strictly a middle- and upper-class 
phenomenon. Once upon a time 
when only the wealthy could af- 
ford a full plate, being fat meant 
being rich. The poor as a rule 
were thin- In today's US, it is the 
other way round. And even the 
stigma of obesity is fading. One 
poll has found that only 36 per 
cent of people feel that fat is un- 
attractive. A decade ago, the fig- 
ure was 55 per cent 

None of which answers Mr 
Younkin’s problem: how to earn 
the money to pay off his debt 
Apparently a New Jersey freak 
show offered him a job -but on 
condition he gained 2001b and 
signed a fivoyiar contract Even 
Mr Younkin’s weakness for 
doughnuts didn’t stretch to thaL 
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THE ROVER 620ti KEEPS 37 LAND speed records under its bonnet. 

(but keep it under your hat.) 

“A rather reserved rocket,” was how Dr Jekyll described the 
Rover 620ti in a Top Gear road test. 

Two paragraphs later, he encountered the turbo-charged T16 
engine that scooped up a hatful of records during a special 24 hour 
marathon test. /' 




At which point a certain Mr Hyde took over. ... 

“This Rover is a beast. Honestly.” 

Tut tut Mr Hyde. “It's a sleek but discrete saloon for those who 
want to hurry but don’t need to shout.” 

Oh really Doc? “It’s got. traction ..control and stonking great 
16 inch alloys with Pirelli P-Zero tyres . . . 

To the joy, no doubt, of psychologists, everywhere, the same 
revealing contradictions appear whenever the 620 ti is reviewed. . 

It possesses an unerring ability to separate the man from the boy. 
(For the man, we also include our 

warrant y * 

security coded RDS radio/cassette, vehicle ftr a free tat drive or a brvdtun 

phone now on 

immobiliser and perimetric security system. .-1 — 

For the boy, take a glance at our Silverstone sports leather seats.) 
As final proof, we’ll conclude with two more road testers’ gems 
from the 620ti’s press-cuttings file. 

“Subtlety is such an underrated virtue ” The good Doctor again. 
“It’s a scorcher.” Guess who? 


ABOVE ALL, IT’S A ROVER 
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Violence 
farces NZ 
to scrap 
Waitangi 
ceremony 

DAVID BARBER 

Wellington • 

Hie New Zealand government 
yesterday scrapped the ann»^) 
national-day celebrations at 
mitangi after violent demon- 
strations by Maori extremists 
this year. The 6 February cele- 
bration, a public holiday, is 
suppraed to mark the coming 
. together of Maoris and Euro- 


document, in 1840. 

Chiefs of- 46 Maori tribes 
signed the treaty, which ceded 
sovereignty to QueemVictoria 
m re turn for guaranteed 
e3dusrveaiKiundistuxbed T ’pos- 
sesskmof their tends. In recent 
years militant -Maoris, cam- 
paigning under the slogan “The 
treaty is a fraud 7 ’, have mount- 
ed mcrearingty aggiy protests at 
Waitangi Daycelebrations, de- 
ar mandiqg return of landconfis- 
cated over the -past ISO years. 
In 1990 a demonstrator threw 
a black T-shirt: at the Queen, 
who was; attending the cele- 
brations during a royal tour. 

At this year's ceremonies 
protesters toed to set fire to the 
Treaty House, the conn try’s 
most historic building, spat at 
the Governor-General, Dame 
Catherine lizard, and trampled 
the New Zealand flag. The cel- 
ebrations were terminated 



Menem sees UK 
visit as step closer 
to Falklands goal 


Maori anger: A wanior, TameW, spitting at officials during this year's Waitangi ceremony 


Photograph: Reuter 


when protesters ran up a Maori 
independence flag and police 
told the Prime Minister , Jim 
Bolger, they could not guaran- 
tee his safety. 

Yesterday the Deputy Prime 
Minister, don McKinnon, said 
next year’s celebrations would 
be held under strict security at 
Government House in Welling- 
ton and be barred to protesters. 

The announcement threw 


claims that the govmaneulhad' 
caved 'in to Maori radicals. 
"The government has-diowii 
gutlessness and has surren- 
dered to a few s pittin g, 
stenting thugs at Waitangi 
shifting die ceremony tothe se- 
curity of the Governor-Gener- 
al’s mansion,” said Mike 
Moore, a fanner Labour prime 
minis ter. 1 

A Maori" MP, Thu Harare, 


Aum cult doctor admits 
making sarin nerve gas 


RICHARD LLOYD PARRY 

Tokyo 

• 

Thousands of people, including 
several hundred journalists, 
gathered outside a Tbkyo court 
yesterday as the first defendant 
m the subway nerve gas attack 
went on trial for murder. Tb- 
momasa Nakagawa, a senior' 
member of the Aun Shinri 
Kyo doomsday cult, admitted 

manufacturing the type of sarin 
nerve gas used in the attack. 

The centra] trial, that of the 
Aum guru, Shoko Asahara, 
whidi £ due to begin tomorrow,, 
was thrown into doubt earlier 
in the week after his 
Sboji Yokohama, was h 
in a car accident. Although be 
suffered only minor injuries, 
Mr Yokcyama was ordered to 
spend two weeks in bed, pro- 
voking suspicions that the cult 
was trying to delay the trial. 
However, court officials con- 
finned the lawyer will attend, 
and that the most sensational 
trial in Japan’s recent history 
will go ahead. 


Several Anm members have 
already been sentenced on less- 
er indictments but yesterday’s 
charges against Dr Nakagawa, 
Asahara's personal doctor, were 
thefiret to touch directly on the 
sarin Idffings. For the first tane, 
prosecutors describedindetail 
the events leading to the attack, 
.which MDed 11 people andin- 
jnred thousands of others on 20 
March. , 

Dr Nakagawa, '32, {beaded 
not gmhy to murder' and at- 

leader and foBmerpwtiertL *Asar' 
haraordered the producrion of 
sarinmnndr-Mardb,* he Ibe 

Tbkyo District Court. "It is not 
incorrect to say that I" pro- 1 
duced the.sarin, and sealedthe 
liquid in plastic bags. I knew, 
sarin was a dangerous chemical, 
but I was not aware of any con- 
spiracy to release it” 

Asahara tried to plunge the 
central part of Tblqre into “ut- 
ter tunnoiT to head off i 
raids, the prosecutor, ’ 


Miyazaki, fold the three judges. 
The attack was aimed at police 
investigating the disappearance 
of a Tbkyo man befiered to have 
been abducted by Anm in Feb- 
ruary. The cult learned of po- 
lice plans to raid its commune 
cm the slopes of Mt Fuji, and on 
the nightjof 19 March a team 


.the liquid sarin m the labora- 
tories. 

Five kilograms were sealed 
infojpotythepe bags which were 
earned onto subway trains the 
fidknriqg morning. As the trains 
converged on Kasumigaseki 
station, yards from foe Nation- 
al Police Agency, -government 
mimstoesand the IMgvDjetrict 
Omit, foe bags were pierced 
with sharpened umbrellas. 

Dr Nakagawa admitted stran- 
ding an Aum follower who was 
accused of treachery by Asahara, 
but said that he did so to release 
him from agony, when he was 
on the verge of death. Like 
Asahara, he faces the death 
penalty if convicted, although 
the trial could test two years. 


Sex-change 
boy can 
be a male 

Bogota (Renter) - A Colom- 
. bum boy who underwent a sex 
. change operation to become a 
female without his consent 
when he was seven years old has 
‘ won the right to be identified as 
v a male, judicial sources said 
yesterday. 

! The boy, now aged 14, un- 
: dexweut the sex change and was 
treated with female hormones 
at the request of his parents in 

’ Amril 1987, six-and-a-half years 
afepetogdestroyedhis^ni- 
tals. He rebelled against the idea 
of being changed into a woman, . 
however, and filed a suit last 
year demanding that be be en- 
titled to choose his own sexual 
identity and rid himself of the 
giri’s name his parents gave mm. 

The Consntutional Court 
ruled in the boy’s favour an 
Mon day and ordered that the 
Colombian Institute of Family 
Welfare assist him in any way 
possible to overcome his emas-. 
dilation and identity crisis. 
There was no word on 

: whether doctors would seek to 

. reverse the effects of the hor- 
. mone treatment the bey re- 
ived or dose the artificial 


to 


Waterproof 

windproof 

BREATHABLE 



All- 
Weather 

FOOTWEAR BY 
''Brwyrs- 


She has no-one to 
turn to but you. 
Don't let her down. 




- life i- 

recently baa r to V « up her wor K ^ 

** wwdB * 

««»»■ " sai ' in “ “ fl 
clochiqo- • : will support other »ic»l 

» -r- « - ^ 

FRESMS T. VoaBaa. flOB UV. 


T*YeB*. Tnt incvrasced in sponaociag an aldarly p&rsttu 
Eloaec toll-M wfiai 1 can do. - 



1 

• i 

I 




Tfl. NO. 

1 

« nff>TT»H— . , • — 

S«nd bos. Krc Helen Hicss. 
i Wept a Grtnny, K*1 p Ww 
T 'Ref:- SSliAPStUfll. PBBEPCWT. 

| London. EClB-mv- ’• 

1 

He|p the Aged I 
Adopt a Granny 1 

Ifo 


— , M’-Mi - 

bm* — w 



said: “Tte event has menu, the 
C TOtto ririto s lily . The treaty 
was signed at WaitangL 'Writ- 
angi Day should beat Writan- 
g." Pita Parnone, of the Tfci 
Tbkerau tribe, which hosts the 
TOitangi celebrations, said the 
tribe wanted government rep- 
resentatives there in February 
so ilrat ft could apologise far this 
year’s demonstrations.- “I 
thought foe government would 


have foe steel to return, what 
with its ongoing talk of part- 
nership with foe Maoris. 

The announcement came 10 
days before the Queen, who ar- 
rives in here on Monday, is due 
to sign legislation giving land 
and cash compensation to the 
Thimri tribe for land confiscat- 
ed by foe Crown in 1865. The 
Bill includes, for the first time, 
a formal apology to Maoris. 


PHtt. DAVISON 

Latin America Correspondent 

The meeting between John 
Major and the Argentine Pres- 
ident, Carlos Menem, on foe 
fringes of foe United Nations 
New York birthday party, has 
been billed in Buenos Ames as 
a giant leap and a “break- 
through” for Mr Menem. 

Not only did he get his long- 
time wish - an invitation, 
though hardly a hearty one, and 
deliberately imprecise, to visit 
London -wit the President sees 
every step closer to Britain as 
a step closer to gaming the folk- 
lancl Islands peacefully. 

“Menem’s got bis visa,” said 
a headline in yesterday's daily 
Pagma 12. “Next year to Lon- 
don,” said another paper, 
Chain, which quoted Mr 
Menem as saying after the 
meeting that “we hope that 
some time in the not too distant 
future, sovereignty [over the is- 
lands] might be discussed.” 
Although London and 
Buenos Aires stressed sover- 
eignty was neither on nor near 
the table in New York, most 
Falklanders believed it was 
most definitely on Mr Menem’s 
mind. Many expressed fears 
that the Prime Minister may be 
worn down by Mr Menem’s stick 
style and that he my head down 
“the appeasement road.” 


“We always believe there are 

hidden agendas at the highest 
level," said an islander and for- 
mer councillor, Terry Peck. 
“I don’t think Major's a very 
strong character but there's no 
question in our min ds that 
Menem’s a shrewd operator, 
and [Argentine Foreign Minis- 
ter Guido] di Tfclla likewise. 
They’ve played on our nerves 
for many years." 

Mr Menem has asked Mr di 
Tfella to “persuade” the Falk- 
landers that Argentine sover- 
eignty would be in their best 
interests, according to a gov- 
ernment source in Buenos 
Aires. One idea would be for 
joint sovereignty “until foe 
islanders get used to the idea 
and realise that we have their 
best interests at heart,” foe 
source said. 

Another idea, publicly ac- 
knowledged by Mr Menem and 
Mr di Telia, is to offer the 
islanders' “compensation", 
which was last estimated at 
$500,000 (£310,000) per head 
for the 2#X) Mander^ in return 
for accepting Argentine sover- 
eignty. The Falklanders have 
rejected the idea. 

“Sovereignty is not nego- 
tiable,” Mr Peck said. ‘Td nev- 
er, ever, support joint flags and 
I think I can speak for 90 per- 
cent of islander*. There’s no way 
people here would trust foe 


Argentinians. But if there’s oil 
in these waters, it’s money that’s 
coing to talk. When oil is 

involved, 2,000 people don’t 

count for one iota.” 

Mr Menem has been pushing 
aggressively for closer ties with 
Britain this year, particularly 
since his re-election to a second 
term in May. As far back as 
February, the daily Chain said 
British Gas officials were pres- 
suring Mr Major to invite Mr 
Menem to London. 

The newspaper said that 
British Gas and foe Argentine 
national oil company, YFF, had 
reached a “verbal” agreement 
on oil exploration in Falklands 
waters. Confirming foe deal Mr 
Menem said that “this delivers 
enormous possibilities and 
. advances to Argentina in the 
conflict for the Malvinas [folk- 
lands]." London and Buenos 
Aires played down the oil deal 
report at the time, but in Sep- 
tember the two governments 
signed an agreement for oil 
prospecting and exploration. 

British diplomats said that Mr 
Major ana Mr Menem had 
agreed also that experts from 
both countries should reach an 
agreement on regulating squid 
catches in the waters between 
foe falklan ds and Argentina. 
An initial meeting would be 
held in Buenos Aires next 
month, they said. 
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The fleet page prints in just twenty 

seconds and the next four in sixty 

seconds. You will be surprised how 
domesticated such a powerful printer has 
become. It feels at home in any Windows 
or DOS environment. There’s only one 
button on it for selecting separate paper, 
paths, so you’ll always get 
wrinkle free envelopes. 
There isn’t even an cm/off 
button. After installation the 


HP LaserJet 5 L switches itself on as soon 


as you send something to be printed. 

Nor does it need a special diet It’ll take 
anything from A4to legal formats and 
from postcard to transparency. Ask your 
local dealerabout the HP LaserJet 5L; 
there’s never been a better time to 
collar one. For more information call 
Hewlett-Packard, on 01344 369222. 
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Phil Sidey 


As the Head of the BBC Net- 
work Production Centre at 
Birmingham, Phil Sidey was 
the man who converted Pebble 
Mill from a structural white ele- 
phant into a thriving source of 
daytime television. He was the 
fast manager of Radio Leeds 
and played a leading role in es- 
tablishing lively local broad- 
casting on a financial shoestring. 
He was a programme innovator 
with a spate of lively ideas and 
an abrasive tongue which tend- 
ed to upset some of his col- 
leagues. He was also an 
accomplished public speaker 
and a successful chairman of the 
Royal Television Society. 

Sidey’s first experience of 
broadcasting was in Austria im- 
mediately after the Second 
World Whr. As a sergeant in the 
Royal Artillciy be was in charge 
of the Army Broadcasting Sta- 
tion at Klagenfurt for three 
years. He then had a variety of 
journalistic posts including three 
years with the Associated Press 
before joining the BBC's Ex- 
ternal News Service as a sub-ed- 
itor in 1956. In 1%3 he 
transferred to Television News, 
becoming a Duty Editor in t%4. 

In 1966 Harold Wilson's 
Labour government decided 
to inaugurate eight experi- 
mental local radio stations. 
They were only to broadcast on 
VHF and their meagre annual 
revenue of £5U,000 Tor each sta- 
tion had to cover staff salaries 
and all programme expenses. 
That sum was not to he a charge 
on either the BBC licence in- 
come or the rates. It had to be 
found from other local sources. 

In 1967 Sidey was selected to 
manage the new local radio 
station at Leeds. His application 
was a surprise, for many thought 
that he had abandoned radio for 
television, and be had no con- 
nections with the north of Eng- 
land. But he was ambitious to 
run his own operation and he 
feared he had made too many 
enemies in television news ever 
to reach its top position. 

Sidey had a great flair for 
publicity, including self- 
publkdty. In order to get the 
name of the experimental sta- 
tion regularly mentioned in the 
local press, albeit only on the 
sports page, he bought a grey- 
hound and named it Radio 
Leeds. 24 Hours , the television 
magazine of which Sidey had 
been the news producer before 
moving to Leeds, sent a camera 
team to make a sequence about 
the programmes he planned to 
introduce. One was a record re- 
quest show called Bring-a-Disc 
in which, because his library was 
limited, listeners had to bring 
their own records to be played. 
Sidey was filmed outside the 
door of Radio Leeds urging 
passers-by to come in with their 
favourite discs. The film was 
shown on the day the station 
opened in June 1968. 

Sidey recruited a team of 
Yorkshire journalists to provide 
a valuable service of local news. 
The naive idea of the Govern- 
ment that provincial newspapers 
would gladly provide the new 


experimental radio stations with 
copies of the local news drey had 
gathered for their own use had 
soon evaporated 

One of his innovations was 
The Only BBC Programme the 
Money Can Buy. Listeners 
would' telephone the studio and 
demand a favour, promising in 
exchange to pay a sum of mon- 
ey to any charily of theircfaoice. 
This worried the authorities in 
Broadcasting House, who 
feared it might upset the central 
scheme that ensured fairness 
among charity appeals. Anoth- 
er was Teenage Week, presented 
entirely by schoolchildren, 
which caused Sidey to be 
dubbed "Elgin” and accused of 
exploiting cheap child labour. ' 

In 1969 Sidey wrote a mem- 
orable article' for the New 
Statesman, then influential with 
Harold Wilson's government, 
an making community radio ef- 



The Pebble Mill complex, 
newly opened but planned some 
10 years earlier and built at a 
cost of £$m, has a marble en- 
trance hall with a vast glass foy- 
er which is reached via a 
footbridge. But by the Seventies 
visitors mostly came by car and 
had to park at the back of the 
bufl ding. Sidey s appointment 
coincided with the Govern- 
ment's de-restriction of broad- 
casting hours and he seized the 
opportunity of putting Pebble 
on the broadcasting map by 
offering to mount a live daily 
m aga zin e from the idle space in 
the glass foyer. The London 

twjinirianc haH gpw mkgi v ing i 
about the lighting and aflQttStfcff, 
But the difficulties were over- 
come, antiffc&hfe MU at One be- 
came the first important dail y 
current affairs programme to be 
produced outside London for 
the BBC Viewers were sur- 
prised to see elephants partici- 
pating and studio guests arriving 
by parachute. 

Sidey insisted that every new 
programme originating in Birm- 
ingham should cany the name 
Pebble Mill in its title. As his 


successor, David Waine, put it, 
: in the 


Acerbic wH: Skley at Pebble MIBI 
photograph: Newsteam 


fective. Frank Gfllard, the for- 
mer managing director of BBC 
Radio, said that Sidey s points 
convinced the entire Labour hi- 
erarchy of the sucoess of the 
BBC's local radio experiment 

In a lively book, Hello, Mrs 
Butterfield .... published last 
year, Sidey also told the stoiy of 
Radio Leeds. He described in 
detail the work of creating cheap 
local radio. ‘The rediscovery of 
radio and the infliction of new 
communication ideas on to the 
city of Leeds," he declared, 
“was surrounded by so much 
good-humour and lively, not to 
say outrageous, behaviour, that 
the stationsoon became dubbed 
‘Radio Irreverent'." 

Sidey s own lively, not to say 
outrageous, behaviour caused 
him trouble with the authorities 
at Broadcasting House on var- 
ious occasions. After Radio 
Leeds he worked as the Deputy 
Editor of Nationwide until 1972, 
when he became Head of the 
Network Production Centre at 
Birmingham. 


“He had a deep belief m tne im- 
portance of regional broad- 
casting being independent of 
London and he pursued that 
belief with an acerbic and oc- 
casionally wounding wit." It 
was Sidey”s defiant indepen- 
dence of London that led to his 
premature retirement in 19S3. 

The Royal Tfelevson Society, 
founded in 1927, was original- 
ly a group of television enthu- 
siasts intent on furthering this 
new scientific discovery. It con- 
sisted entirely of engineers. In 
1978 Sidey was file first non- 
technician to be elected chair- 
man. With the vigorous support 
of Sir Huw Wheldon, who suc- 
ceeded the Duk e of Kent as 
President of the RTS in 1979, 
Sidey threw open the society’s 
doors to programme people 
and made it representative of 
the whole television industry. 

Sid ey was chair man of the 
RTS for four years, twice the 
normal span. His speech cm the 
retirement of Wheldon includ- 
ed a translation of Madame de 
Pompadour’s, words u Apris 
nous le d&uge” as “After us that 
shower takes over." 

Phil Sidey was a trim, athletic 
man who loved walking along 
the Pennine Why. He was on a 
walking tour of the Peak District 
at the time of his death. 



The kitchen at Durham Cathedral, photographed by Swaan for his book The Monastic World (1974) 


Leonard Miafl 


Philip John Sidey, broadcaster, 
bom London 11 January 1926 ; 
staff, BBC External Sendee News 
195660, Television News 1963- 
67; Station Manager, Radio Leeds 
1967-70; Deputy Editor, Nation- 
wide 1970-72; Head of Network 
Production Centre, Pebble Mill 
Birmingham 1972-83; Chair- 
man, Royal Television Society 
1978-82: President, Birmingham, 
Press Club 1979-81; author of 
Hello, Mrs Butterfield . . .1994; 
married 1951 Daphne Finn (two 
sons, one daughter): died Castk- 
ton, Derbyshire 15 October 1995. 


Wim Swaan 


Wim Swaan, the architect and 
architectural historian, was es- 
pecially known in Britain as a 
photographer of genius, whose 
architect’s eye brought new 
meaning to buildings an d arte- 
facts in every part of the world. 

Swaan was born in South 
Africa and studied architec- 
ture at the University of Wit- 
watersrand in Johannesburg; he 
later also studied at Yale and 
Harvard. He practised m Sooth 
Africa for a time, but most of 
his career as an architect was 
spent in the United States, and 
he became a US citizen in 1966. 
He specialised in hospital de- 
sign, and was well known for his 
work on hospitals in New York 
and as far afield as Alaska. Lat- 
terly he was Director of Design 
at Architecture for Health, Sci- 
ence and Commetce,. based in 
Thirytown, New York; from 
this post he retired in 1994. 

Meanwhile, from 1960 on, 
Swaan prowled photographs of 
exquisite quality for a loti suc- 
cesskm of books -many of them 
origin ally published in London 
by Paul Hek, a publisher of flair 
who helped Swaan to convert a 
hobby into a second profession. 
They ranged from Japan, Tibet 
and Egypt to Western Europe. 
Swaan was an artist in all he did; 
but also architect, historian, 
architectural historian as well as 
topographer - and it was this 
rare combination of qualities 


which gave his work its special 
mark 

I myself first worked with 
him when Elek asked me to write 
an introduction to The Gothic 
Cathedral f 1969), which was 
otherwise wholly Swaan’s work, 
text and photographs alike - one 
of five books he wrote as well as 
illustrated.- 1 was deeply im- 
pressed by his work, and sug- 
gested the collaboration which 
eventually emerged as The 
Monastic World (1974). Tb make 
this a true collaboration, I pro- 
posed to accompany Swaan on 
a small part of hfo monastic itm- 
erary. He doubted my patience, 
but genially agreed to put it to 
the test. We started at Maria 
Laach in the Rhineland, waiting 
two bouis or more for the breeze 
to calm down and allow him to 
take a row famous picture of the 
abbey framed in leaves. He had 
infinite patience and persis- 
tence, which made it posable for 
him to realise his visions. 

His photographs in The 
Monastic Wforid threw floods of 
light on the architectural and 
artistic achievement of medieval 
rehgious and their patrons; their 
bizarre, dramatic sites have nev- 
er been revealed with so much 
i ns ig ht and panache as in his pic- 
tures of the hill-top site of 
S aint-Martin-de-Canigo u and 
the archangel’s view of the* 
Mont Saint-MIchel from on 
high. I doubt if the Golden At 


tar in Sant’Ambrogio in Milan 
has ever looked more beautiful 
than in his rendering of it 

In the eariy 1980s I planned 
A History of GonvUle and Cams 
College, and lured Swaan to 
Cambridge to take the pho- 
tographs for it by planningOr- 
jord and Cambridge with Roger 
Highfield as my Oxford col- 
league and William Davies of 
the Cambridge University Pres 
as our publisher. Roger High- 
field and I found the task of 
helping Swaan to the remoter 
comers of our two cities at once 
entertaining and exacting: we 
were rewarded by some weeks 
of Swaan 's delightful company 
and by the exquisite quality of 
the result. 

Even then - though lively and 
genial and capable of a grudfing 
day’s work- he was not in good 
healthy la terhe deteriorated fur- 
ther; and died still well under 
70. Those of us who knew him 
well have lost a warm and de- 
lightful friend - but his work 
wall live an, to inspire future 
generations of architectural his- 
torians, architects and photog- 
raphers, and to illuminate 
above all the borderline where 
history and art history meet 
Christopher Brooke 


Wim Swaan, architect and pho- 
tographer: bean Kokstad, South 
Africa 6 September 1927: died 
New York City 1 October 1995. 


The Rev 



Bernadette Hingley had a suc- 
cession of public roles in the 
Eighties and Nineties, a period 
when' the participation of 
‘women in society and in the 
churches was going through 
great transformation and was 
the subject of passionate con- 
flict. She was a schoolteacher, 
a lay church worker, . a dea- 
coness, a theofogkal «)Uege 

teacher, a deacon and finally, 
last year, apriest, one of the fast 

group of women mBritaan to be 

so ordained. . 'j. \ 
Shewotkedasavoltratoexin 

Africa, an4 in the Chinch, of 
England was ' employed full- 
time and part-time, paid and un- 
id. She was also a dedicated 


of these roles, public and pri- 
vate, she was a model for many, 
a p H rrften fojjing influence 
in' a very short time. In the 
.Church she had the gift of tak- 


with women' and. somehow 
transforming both the job and 
die perception of Mo that most 
-people ended up thinking not 
only that it was right for a 
woman to do it but (hat the role 
had been enhanced in the 
process. In the four years since 
she was diagnosed as suffering 
from ovarian cancer, ber way o f 
faring suffering and death with 
realistic faith has been an ex- 
traordinary experience for those 
who witnessed it 
She was the third daughter of 
Sir Paul Bryan DSO MC MP 



and Betty Bryan. She deeply 
the wild Yorkshire ootm- 


loved 

try, at Sawdon, near Scarbor- 
ough, of her happy childhood 
and always kept strong links 
there. When she was 12 her 
mother became ill with manic 
depression which lasted eight 
years till she died - a long 
agony that leffa deep mark on 
Bernadette. She attended Dun- 
combe Park and Benenden 
schools, studied Social Sciences 
at Bedford College, London 
University, and then went for 
two years’ International Vol- 
untary Service to a Roman 
Catholic convent school - in 
Bamenda, Cameroon. 

Africa was a . tuming-pamL 
On 22 May 1994 she gave her 
first sennon after her ordination 
as priest, in St Luke’s, Bristol 

Street, Birmin gham, and looked 

back over 23 years. She said that 
in Africa she encountered the 
risen Christ - “I knew he was 
true and real and gave my life 



David E Ford 


Hingley: *WDin«i are truly ready* 


Bernadette Bryan, sdtbobeacher, 
priest- bom Sowerby Bridge. 
Yjrkdtire_26 September 1948; or- 
dained deaconess 1981, deacon 
1988, priest 1994; married 1983 
Robert Hingley (two daughters); 
died Birmingham 20 October 
1995. 



Gavin Ewart 


Ewart: 'Shall I die? 


Gavin Ewart and I were a si- 
multaneously precocious pair, 
writes David Gascoyne [fur- 
ther to the obituary by Antho- 
ny Thwaite, 24 October]. We 
were born in the same year in 
the middle of the First World 
War. We first met in 1933. Ear- 
ly that year Geoffrey Grigson 
had founded New terse and be- 
gan to hold parties for his most 
promising contributors - among 
others Norman Cameron, 


Kathleen Raine and Charles 
Madge (for me the most mem- 
orable) - in the garden of 
his house in Keats Grove, 
Hampstead. 

At (hat time Gavin Ewart was 
still at Wellington, where he be- 
came friends with the sympa- 
thetically subversive Esmond 
RotmDy, nephew of Clementine 
ChurcMl, who absconded from 
the militaristic school soon af- 
ter, to found the riot-rousing 


magazine Out of Bounds, which 
he distributed to most of the 
public schools in Britain from 
a shabby old banger. Esmond 
found a base in a room above 
David Archer's Barton Street 
Bookshop, at that time a 
rendezvous for most poets and 
writers of a definitely left-wing 
tendency. This I mention be- 
cause of the significant fact 
that Gavin was seldom if ever 
to be seen there after he had left 


Wellington and occasionally 
came up to London. Hot that 
Gavin could for a moment have 
been suspected of harbouring 
Conservative leanings. He had 
continued to be entirely apo- 
litical He would satirise the 
Lefties of the day for the 
solemnly pompous earnestness 
of their dedication to the 
Party. 

I have on my favourite shelf 
the paperback of Late Pickings 


(1987) which Gavin Ewart in- 
scribed for me. I wish I could 
quote from such superb exam- 
ples of his matures! vein as 
“Making Love to Women”, in 
which Auden, Spender, Isher- 
wood and Yeats are died in the 
14 hues of what does not appear 
to be a sonnet. “Putney OAPS 
in 1983" comments compas- 
sionately oa a scene of mindless 
violence that the media have 
made Increasingly popular since 


the end of theTbalcher decade. 
“Advertising Elegiacs” recalls 
the eariy favourite celebrating 
“Love at the Office". 

Sadly, the third part of 
this collection is devoted to 
obituary verse of a characteris- 
tically mordant order. Saddest 
of all is “Shall I Die? fA 
Critical Exercise)”. No doubt he 
will regard his own funeral with 
a straight-faced incipient 
hilarity. ... 


Dr Friedrich S. Brodnitz, died 
New York City 19 October, 
aged 96. Ear, nose and throat 
specialist who treated leading 
US opera singers, broadcasters 
and politicians. Pioneer of the 
“chwing method", a regime 
of exercises to strengthen and 
realign the throat muscles. 


Charley Boswell, died Birm- 
ingham. Alabama 22 October, 
aged 78. Though blinded in ac- 
tion during Second World War, 
he learnt golf and founded the 
Boswell Celebrity Golf Classic. 


DEATHS 


BLACKBURN: On 21 October IW. 
pc:iccfully hui uidUcnK in Ken I and 
L'-inicrfoiry I UnpitaL William Hcniv 
nijvMnjra, ami 77, of hitham, for- 
racrlv of wuhnn-upon-Thames. 
Helmed hasbaod uf die laic 
DhanLiKui Mapiinlal Blackburn, 
much -luvcd lusher u( Nigel and Jane 
and adored grand! Jlbct of Angus and 
William. A Service of Thanksgiving 
nill he held ai the Parish dumb ni 
Si John. Iekham. near Cnnletfatny, 
Kent. in Fridas- 27 Oanher at 2pm. 
rVJVUnms. if desired, to Northhoumu 
Ward. K ,V C Hospital, c o J. Diktat 
Smith & Sun. Funeral Director*. Bea- 
con Lane, Woodneshomugh. Kern. 

HINGLEY: The Rev Bernadette (nee 
Bryan 1 Jpcd 47, on 20 October at Si 
Maty';i Hospice. Birmingham, alter a 
long and courageous Beta against can- 
cer. Beloved wife of tne Rev Robert 
Hingfcy and mother of Elizabeth 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


LANNON: Suddenly, on Saturday 21 
October 1995, Sarah Helen, beloved 
»ifc of Lawrence Dickinson and dar- 


ling mother of Alexandra and Sian, 
and 


I a dearly loved daughter and sis- 
ter. Service at St Maty's Quucfa, Mer- 
ton Park, Wimbledon, on Friday 27 
October at 12 noon. Flowers or do- 


nations, if preferred, to (be Nation- 
al Childbirth Trust, c/O FW. Paine. 26 


Crown Lane. M or den. Surrey SM4 
SBL Q1S1-542 1214. 


Awmanc 


for Gazette BOOHS, 


and Catherine. Third daughter of Sir 
ate Bein' Bonn 


Paul Bryan and the late . ,. 

and sister to Elizabeth and felicity 
Funeral Service at St Luke’s Church, 
Bristol Street, Birmingham, on 

Wcdacsdn I Nos cm be rut 12 noon. 
Donations tn the Bernadette H ing- 
les ThN \ to assist women seeking nr- 
duutwo}, Details (ran Wheatley 
and Sons til 2 1 44U 1(01. A scnux of 
ihanbaiiiflgwill be held at AH Saints 
Church. Brumpiao, near Scarbor- 
ough,' Yorkshire, at a later dale. 


MARRIAGES & DEATHS (BInba,Aiiep- 
Itaa, Marriages, Deaths, Memorial w 
Wedding anniversaries* In 
Memoriam) should be seal in writing to 
the Gaaette Editor, The Independent. 1 
Canada Square. Canary Wharf. London 
E14 SDL telephoned to 0171-293 MU or 
toied to 0171-29J 2010, and are charged 
« a One (VAT erinl. OTHER 
Guttle wmnneceinmta (notices, bnc- 
Hoas, Fdrtbeaafag iaarri«ga. Mar riages ! 
*UHt be submitted in writing lor foxed) 

Md art charged at £10 ■ lbe, VAT extra. 
They mold be accompanied be a dnvttar 

telephone ntnabec 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

TV (JofCn an kbtMintrc # foirttogtnm 
ftlxr ml Mtemh a r>vm» m at N Jane* s Mnv 
riwa h lhcUbera'sCudeiMn litbadiUKcn* 
I’nin-nrii DdLnl jndlhr L'nCvmfeftrufk'jBr-iuf 

C,itiaidiijl»Alii>HMkilicaSttqw»Mnan- 

TV Printed Wain, nit* thf Horning. Usd u! 
i!» r-Uk-iJ II ispLil. n Ptrv 

■Ira. i hr Piuns 1 , Sonhh tiudi Stamen That 
tnmrtRs Lbr g,>nl Bank uf SncluiTi new 
’•brine in wppan til die uwit a .Vi V Andrew 
■Sqsuc. T da*undi vnds the Demnm He* wer 
CciriiE.IWki.fa-miihtiKrUitaflbcAlEdPBi*- 
htr tVmcMia lautamv m SaslsadroHl kvhBs 
to Pseir,. in meel icadcnd ot 

foe aru win Heir nrunn id ItK irai't flush 
nimn Mmanri, dkwHeOkt oneods 

IkiinidniqdviiQsri’llinalnilbi. 

al Am* Kumtp C«<*p* m the Gcwl llsfl ot tbc 

R.ulltinfHbtl Vhen. Luui’aSiW? The Date 



teodia mraian of i 

■uiM-arin. ImaNEi llomc. Si lue 1 ! Place. 


LtmkinSWL 


Chsmrins of the Guard 

TV IlMKfaoU Crain Moot ted Rcgmm 
mom lbe » UcGunlu BaneGwmh. 

Ilmc U MtabM Sum Qunb maims the 
(focea'1 Guard, a) fc d frg b — Prim. IUQub. 

bml pWMilcil fo lbe Gfendirr Gui* 


Birthdays 

Ex-King Michael of Romania, 74; Sir 
Robert Andrew, former senior civil 
servant. 67; Ll-Gen Sir Hemy Bev- 
erley. 60, Mr Henry Cotnmager, his- 
torian, 93; Mbs JnHet Fisher, dancer 
and teacher, 54; Mr Martin Gilbert, 
historian, 59; Mr Michael Lynagh, 
rugby player. 32; Sir David Manse! 

Lewis, LonL Lieutenant of Dyfed, 68; 
Sir John Mayhew-Sanders, business 
consultant. 64; Mr Joe Mercer, for- 
mer jockey, 61; Miss Helen Reddy, 
singer. 53; Sir George Russell, chair- 
man, Independent Television Com- 
mission, 60, Mr Aim Smith, chief 
executive. Test and County Cricket 
Board. 59; Mr Keith Ufylor, c hairman 
and chief executive, Esso UK, 57; 
Miss Galina Vishnevskaya, operatic 
soprano. 69; Dame Gillian Wigner, 
chairman. Court of Governors, 
TtamasCoramFbundatiOTte 
dnm. 68; Pnofessar Donald Wseman, 
Emeritus Professor of Assyriology, 
London University, 77. 


Lectures 

National Gallery: Juliet Simpson, 
“Bdarc Impressionism (rv); Fans and 
the Flaneur's Gaze, modernity in 
19th-century French painting”, 1pm. 
ThteGaQoy; Mark Gtsbourne. “Be- 
ing in Itself and for Itself: Sartre- ism 
at Mid Century”, lpm- 


Luncheons 


The Queen 

The Queen, wilh Princess Margaret, 
held a lunch party yesterday at Buck- 
ingham Palace. The guests were: 
Dame Judi Dench; Ms Pat Purdy. Head* 
teacher, Knowk Church cd Eotfand School, 
SotilmD; PtnComriotm Boone, Director, In- 
fftxtstc for Ammil Hohfa; Mr Philip GAert. 
Head of E»ena Ps^paranci, BBCTBcvni^G . 
Vacoail Muchtnal vicK-chnimt«n and 
BEmagmg director, Modi A Chandon (Lon- 
doe); Piufesir Sr Keith Roen, Regha ftt>- 
fegor ot Physa. Cambn^c U ai w i sity; Mr 
Peter Wrtgfai. Qcmmaa. Camrri Conifl o( 


Anniversaries 


Royal Society 

of Medicine 


Births: Thomas Babington 

Macaulay, Baton Macaulay, histori- 
an and essayist. 1800; Johann Strauss 
the Younger, composer. 1825; 
Georges Bizet, composer, 1838; 
PaMo Ruiz Picasso, painter, 1881. 
Deaths: Geoffrey Chaucer, poet, 
1400; Sir Charies HaK<Ctai Halle), 
conductor and pianist, 1895; Vincent 
Leonard Price, actor and writer, 
1993. On this day: the English de- 
feated the French at the Battle of Ag* 
incourt. H15; the Charge of the Light 
Brigade took place, 18W; Prime Itye 
was Gist published, 1961.1bdqris the 
Feast Day of Saww; Chtysanthus 
and Daria. Saints Crispin and 
Gispinian. The Forty Martyrs of Eng- 
land and Wales, ftrinrs Fronto and 
George, St Gaudeotiusof Brescia and 
St Richard Gwyn. 


Professor Dennis Lincoln delivered 
the Ellison-CUffe Lecture yesterday 
evening at the Royal Society of 
Medicine, London WL, on the sub- 
ject “Environmental Impact on Re- 
productive Health". Sir Donald 
Harrison, President, and Lady Har- 
rison received the guests at a supper 
held afterwards. 


London Metal Exchange 

Mr RJC Bagri, chairman, London 
MetaJ Exchange Ltd, and the Board 
of Dhcoots, hosted (heir annual din- 
ner yesterday evening at Grosvenor 
House, London Wl. Mr Brian 
Gilbertson, executive chairman of the 
Gencor Group, was the jpiest speak- 
er. Over 1,790 members and guests 
of the Exchange also attended. 


Directions on defendants silence at trial 


Regina v Cowan; R v-Cayte; R v 
Riedardl; Court of Appeal (Lord 
Thylor of Gosforth, Lord Chief 
Justice, Mr Justice Tbmer and Mr 
Justice Latham); 12 October 1995 


LAW REPORT 


25 October 1996 


Section 35 of tbe Criminal 
Justice and Public Order Act 
1994. which altered the Law in 
relation to a defendant in a 
criminal trial who did not give 
evidence, did not abolish the 
right to silence but permitted 
a jury, in a case where the pros- 
ecution had established a case 
to answer, to draw an adverse 
inference from the defendant's 
silence. 

The Court of Appeal (Crim- 
inal Division) allowed the 
of Donald Cowan and 
Gale against conviction 
and ; dismissed Carmine 
Ricciardi's appeal against 
conviction. 

In the first two appeals the 
appellants were tried shortly af- 
ter section 35 of the Criminal 
Justice and Public Order Act 
1994 came into force. Section 


silence. The appellants ap- 
pealed on the ground that the 
trial judge in each case fexled 
to give a proper direction to the ■ 
jury about when and what 
inferences could be drawn. 

Michael Mansfield QC and Michael 


Christopher Baur (Registrar of Crim- 
inal Appeals) far Cown and Gayle; 
Bruzr Hurst (Roe i Co, Abagaven- 
ny) for Riaiardi; David Jeffreys QC 
and Garrett Byrne: David Jeffreys QC 
and Andrew Raddiffc; David Jeffreys 
QCend Susannah Farr (CPS) for die 
Crown. 


35 altered the law and permit 
inference: 


led the jury to draw inferences 
from a defendant’s failure to 
give evidence at his trial. The 
trial judge directed the juiy 
about each appellant’s silence. 

In the third appellant's trial the 

judge followed the judicial 
studies board’s specimen di- 
rection in summing up to the 
jury about the defendant’s 


Lord Taylor CJ, giving the 
court’s judgment, said that it 
should be made dear that the 
right of sileoce remained. It was 
not abolished by the section. As 
to inhibitions affecting a de- 
fendant’s decision to testify or 
not, some existed before the 
1994 Act 

The aigument that section 35 
altered the burden of proof was 
misconceived. The pzosecu- 


cie case before any question of 
the defendant testifying was 
raised. The court or jury was 
prohibited by section 38(3) 
from convicting solely because. 

of an inference drawn from the 
defendant’s silence. The ef- 


fect of section 35 was that the 
coart or jury might regard the 
inference from failure to testi- 
fy as a farther evidential factor 
m support of the prosecution 
cas&.It could not be the only 
factor to justify a conviction and 
the totality of the evidence 
must /prove guilt beyond 
reasonable doubt. 

The plain words of sedjon35 
did not justify confining its 
operation to exceptional cases. 
It would be open to a court to 
decline to drawn an adverse in- 
ference from silmrf: at trial and 
for a judge to direct or advise 
a jury against drawing such in- 
ference. But there would need 
either to be some evidential ba- 
sis for doing so or some ex- 
ceptional factors making that 
a fair course to take. 

The specimen direction sug- 
gested by the judicial studies 
board was a sound guide. The 
court highli ghted certain es- 
sentials. The judge would 
have told the jury tbit the bur- 
den of proof remained on the 
prosecution throughout and 
what the required standard 
was. It was necessary for the 

judge to make dear that the de- 
fendant was entitled to remain 
silenL An inference from fail- 
ure to give evidence could not 


on its own prove guilt. There- 
fore the jury must be satisfied 
that the prosecution had es- 
tablished^ case to answer be- 
fore drawing any inferences 
from silence. 

If, despite any evidence re- 
lied on to explain his silence or 
in the absence of such evidence, 
the jury concluded the silence 
could only sensibly be attrib- 
uted to the defendant’s having 
no answer or none that would 
stand up to cross-examination, 
they might draw an adverse 
inference. 

It was not possible to antic- 
ipate ail the circumstances in 
which a judge might think it 
right to direct or advise a jury 
against drawmg an adverse in- 
ference. The rule a gainst ad- 
vocates' giving evidence 
dressed up as a submission 
applied. It could not be prop- 
er for a defence advocate to 
give to the jury reasons for his 
efienfs sflence at trial in the ab- 
sence of evidence to support 
such reasons. 

In the first two appeals (he 
judges had to cope wnh the new 
provisions without guidance. 
Their summing-ups were de- 
1 fective and the appeals must be 


allowed. In the third appeal the 
}uldnot 


judge’s direction could not be 
criticised and the appeal was 
dismissed. 


Ting Hun Tan, Barrister 


i 
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to following him.” Three years 
later, in 1974, she was on Iona 
“and understood that if I were 
a man 1 would be ordained”. 
She studied at St John’s Theo- 
logical College, , Nottingiham, 
was a lay worker in Christ- 
church, Abingdon, and waseu- 
couraged to study a further 
year to become a deaconess: 
That year, J980-81, was spent 
as one of the first three female 
studems at Ripon College, Cud- 
desdon, near Oxford. After or- 
dination as. a deaconess she 
became the first woman on the 
staff of Cuddesdon as if made 
the transition to a'tbeofogical 
college with a mixed commu- 
nity, She was ordained deacon 
in 1988 and then finally priest, 
part of a group of women aged 
25 to 71 and of all sorts of back- 
grounds: ‘'There is a: great gift 
in waiting," she said. “Women 
are truly ready.” 

When she was working part- 
time in the West Slough Tfeam 
Ministry She met and married 
the Rev Robert Hingjey, in 
1983, imd they had a re m a rk a ble 
partnership in xmnistiy: The 
rest of Bernadette’s -life' was 


f hu'. 
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sail Heath, in 1983, biased in an 
ecumenical community centre. 
Their daughters, Elizabeth and 
Catherine, wore born there, 
and for thdr mother opened up 
new relationships with the 
largely Asian and Afro- 
Canbbean local community. 
Bernadette also slowly devel- 
oped her ministry in networks 
of friends, chaplaincy work at 
the Queen Elizabeth Hospital, 
tutoring women tr aining for 
ordhiation and a range of 
activities in Balsall Heath.. 

In 1991, after a sabbatical 
year, Rob Hingley became vic- 
ar of St Luke's Church, Bristol 
Street, Birmingham, and 
Bernadette was licensed there 
too. Within months her cancer 
was diagnosed. Surgery -and 
treatment helped, but in April 
this year the cancer appeared 

again. ' 

In facing death, and the leav- 
ing of her husband, young chil- 
dren,, father, sisters and many 
dose friends, it was as if she 
poured herself out to others in 

talking frankly, listening , pray- 
ing, writing letters making 
phone calls, saying goodbye. 
More needs to be told about this 
time In her Hfe, and she had a 
great desire-to write about it, 
which she continued to do into 
her last week. When I talked 
about someone else who was dy- 
ing she pulled me up: '‘Not dy- 
ing, living-’' She Kved even 
more vibrantly in the face of 
death- 
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. * 'jo a*,. — news analysis 

^ Hij|, * 3an * < mana § er is out - being replaced by an electronic service programmed to suit every lifestyle, says Nic Cicutti 

Not so much a bank as a statement 



M ore than 50 years after 
Britain’s banks and budd- 
ing societies first started to cater 
for the vast mass of the popula- 
tion, rather than a relatively 
small minority, a revolution has 
slowly begun to take place. 

Forget the bad old days, 
when visiting the bank man- 
ager, or even his spotty assis- 
tant, was like booking a hospi- 
tal or adoctor’s appointment 
When time oft work had to be 
specialty arranged because the 


bank closed at 330 in the after- 
noon. Or inquiring about an 
account ny^nt eyidlrys dcfctyS 
4he till, mi impatiwit queue 
simmering angrily behind yon. 

Saturday banking? Auto- 
matic cheque book and state- 
ment requests? Stopping 
cheques or paying bills 
mstantly? Arranging a mort- 
gage, taking out Irfe xnsnrance? 
Many of these services have 
increasingly become available 
over the past decade or so. 






Rupert, 44, stockbroker, 
Coutts&Co 
Before I married Jemima, 
her father-in-law gave me 
a word of advice. Judge a 
book by its covet; he 
said. Coutts looks as 
smart as the service it 
offers. It’s good enough 
for the Royal Family after 
all. Mind you, you have to 
be £3,000 ht credit to 
qualify. 
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Jack, 46, locksmith. West 
Bromwlcfa Bufldng Society 
I don’t want anything fancy. 
I get paid on a Friday and 
spend about 30 quid that 
night. I wouldn’t hear the 
last of it on Saturday if I 
hadn't got the money for - 
her trip to Kwfk Save. So I 
like somewhere that’s local, 
no foss, like. And building 

societies are better value, 
that’s, what t hear, any road. 
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Kate, IS, stodeot, Mffinc 


Mum said bankwttti Barclays, 
they've always been good. 

But 1 wanted togotoincBa, . 
so I settled for a Halifax - . . 
Maxim account with Its 
£1,000 free ovenhaftfadfity. 
I Mew it in one go! Mum said 
I sltoufdnt team bad habits. . 
so earty; but Dad said you're 
only young once. 


■ But. the big transformation 
nowfalqpgplacein banking fes 
not so much in the avapabDity 
of a range of such services but 
in the speed and the ease with 
winch we now have access to 
them. The key to thisiransfor- 
mation has been the telephone. 

Tie phone takes the place of 
face-to-face conversations, of 
angry confrontations, of time- 
wasting lunchtime treks to the 
local branch. The telephone" 
empowers ns. 

In one swoop the phone has 
done away with all the miseries 
and complications of the old 
system. In jnst a few seconds we 
can be in touch with someone 
who, it seems, has the answers 
to all our problems. 

Someone available day and 
night, yet constantly polite, rea- 
sonably chatty, helpful - and 
impersonal. Banks, building ' 


- increasingly, everyone is leap- 
ing on board. Yesterday the 
Prudential, the UK7s mightiest 

its own 

In one swoop, 
the telephone 
has done away 
with all the 
miseries and 
complications of 
the old system 


it announced that it will launch 
a banking service offering 
mortgages and savings 
accounts. The service, set to 
start late next year, will be tar- 
geted not just at the Prn’s exist- 
ing 6 million policyholders but 
at all those others it befieves are 
sou wailing to take advantage 
of the telephone revolution. 

Rytential customers are now 
confronted with a choice. You 
Hhe the t raditiona l b ranch- baaed 
system? Any high street bank 
w31 oblige, usually with longer 
opening hours and a better 
queuing system than before. 
Isrtffyouare ready to dispense 

with toe niceties of abrarch set- 
up, there, is now an attractive 
alternative. Ordering a cheque 
book, paying a aedit cardtHU at 
3am or moving money ftom a 
deposit to a current account is 


In truth, most of ns don’t 
need that level effteedam most 
of the time. As one phone bank- 
ing executive explained, most 
people don’t have the kind of 
lifestyle that forces them to 
make late -nigh t rails to their 
bank. Daytime hours, phis the 
ocklcah during a break in Zfroafc- 
ade, win do most of the time. 

It is the sense of empo w er - 


ment, the feeling that we could 
use the service ftwe wanted to, 
that prompts met easing num- 
bers to opt for the additional 
potential of phone banking. 

Doing it by phone brings 
extra benefits to the customer, 
mainly in terms of cost savings. 
In the case of First Direct, the 
first and largest phone banking 
service, it means the first £250 
of any overdraft docs not incur 
any charges. Mortgages are at 
least 03 per cent cheaper than 



with most other lenders. No 
otter high street bank, with a 
large ana expensive branch net- 
work to maintain, can compete 
-with thin. 

Meanwhile the traditional 
barriers between the various 
financial institutions are 
rapidly breaking down. It is 
possible to purchase travel 
insurance, mortgages, health 
insurance and travellers 
cheques, as well as traditional 
banking services, from a bank, 


NatWest 


nallnrln. in. nor Ini 

— : — ■ Haiiifa ■! 

WOTK Ilf, NOIIWK 

I don’t have time to 
worry about my money: 
there’s not enough of 
it, for a start I was put 
off Barclays as a 
student because they 
wore Investing in Sooth 
Africa. Sometimes I 
wonder why I’ve stayed 
with NafUtest Bankers 
really know how to kick 
you when you’re down. 
And they sometimes 
get nxy standing 
orders wrong. 







Lloyds 


Margaret, 70, former primary sdMol teacher, 
and Raft 72, retired cfvfl servant, Lloyds 
We’ve been with our branch as long as the Mack 
horse has... well, since we opened a joint 
account, anyway We often meet the local 
manager at get-togethers. He's a nice chap. We 
He the personal touch. Our daughter says we’re 
old-fashioned, but It's what you’re used to ... 


a building society or even an 
insurance company. Financial 
institutions have become all- 
encompassing in what they 
offer consumers. 

In part, this is the effect of 
competition. The convergence 
between the services offered by 
ah these institutions means the 
phone has turned into the ulti- 
mate one-stop mechanism for 
all our finam - j gi needs. 

Telephone banking does not 
have to be atthe expense of the 
best bits of the old system. If 
one wants an old-style rela- 
tionship with a bank branch, 
plus evening and weekend 
banking, it is now possible to 
mix the two, at least with Lloyds 
and Barclays. 

But the momentum is with 
telephone banking. Anyone 
wanting to join the phone bank- 
ing revolution has a growing 
range of accounts to choose 
from as more and more finan- 
cial institutions feel obliged to 
get in on the act. 

Spearheading the phone 
banking revolution until 

One of the costs 
has been the 
dramatic cut in 
numbers of 
banking staff 
over the past 
decade 


recently has been First Direct. 
Set up by Midland Bank a little 
over five years ago, it now has 
more than 450,000 customers 
with more joining every week. 
But most banks and budding 
societies, inducting Royal Bank 
of Scot! and. Alliance & Leices- 
ter and Barclays have now set 

Up Similar ay gipmc 

For those who prefer com- 
puter banking, Bank of Scot- 
land can provide them with the 
software needed to run- an 
account via a PC. Alternatively, 
they wdl even supply a phone 
aod screen to do me same thing. 

One of the costs of all this 
has been the dramatic cut in 
numbers of banking staff over 
the past decade, with tens of 
thousands of jobs lost Banking 
unions argue that the extra 
benefits for customers have 
been a by-product of the mass 
red undanci es rather than the 
rationale for the changes. 

Many customers are deaf to 
this argument, however. They 
have seen die future and it 
works, even if it is at the cost of 
employees’ jobs. It is not hard 
to see why. The past few years 
have seen dramatic changes, 
both in terms of our expecta- 
tions and the bitter competition 


now taking place in the finan- 
cial services sector. 

Baziks and budding societies 
have been forced to come to 
terms with this change. There 
is even a “bank-speak" expres- 
sion for it: delivery channels. 

As one Barclays manager 
argues: “We have come to 
realise that there is no one way 
that people want to be dealt 
with. Nor is there one way in 
which they warn to be dealt with 
for Lhe rest of their lives. 


This may mean deal ing with 
some transactions over the 
phone, but going in to sec a 
manager or finanaal adviser on 
another subject. 

Banks are giving us the right 

to choose, with the telephone as 
one of the mechanisms for 
doing so. Perhaps, if there is 
one oenefit from telephone 
banking it is that one word 
- choice. For many of us, it 
has been an agonisingly king 
wait 


first direct 


Rod, 35, advertising 
director, First Direct 
It was Warren that started 
it. Paid his mobile bill by 
phone when he got back 
from New York ... at 3 am. 
Neat, huh? Neat card too ... 
sharp black number. I can 
do anything with it, except 
make the bed and wash the 
dishes ... 





1 The Cn>PI RATIYE BANK 


Oflvia, 43, housewife, 
Co-operative Bank 
I became a vegetarian five 
years ago after watching a 
TV programme. 1 do care for 
the environment My 
daughter says I’m PC. So the 
Co-op’s the bank for me: no 
animal testing, no dealing 
with oppressive regimes. 
Shame they don’t have many 
branches. 


OF SCOTLAND 

Gordon, 27, computer ( 

programmer, Bank of v — j 

Scot la nd Screenpbone 
I’m what you might call a j 

wired-up kinda guy: ^ / 

Seriously switched on. 
Screenpbone is right for aH 

those of us in the \3 

cyberworld. If s a smart 
piece of gear, a bit like a ' 
lap-top with a phone 
attached. I’m definitely 
tempted by their software- 
based systems next. 


Drawings by Brian Green 


Beirut Diary 


ROBERT FISK 


The Beirirt - g ov e rnment has been faying to dear away the martyrs. 
Technicolor bffiboaids of HizboUah’s suicide bombers have cluttered Ouzai and 
the airport toad for more than a decade, but Kafiq Harm’s cabinet has decided 
that illustrations of young men blowing up Israeli tanks in southern Lebanon 
are sending the wrong message to tourists and would-be foreign investors. So 
• amid much muttering from HxzboQah - its leads-, Sayed Hassan Nasrallab, 
archly suggested that the g o v e rnm ent had better follow its dean-up campaign 
by improving the phones and electricity supply - the posters have come down. 
A number can be seen stacked outside Hizbollah’s mosque in Ouzai; goodbye, 
therefore, to Hassan Burro and his comrades, with their blood turning into 
tulips and their beads, quite literally, in the 
clouds. 

But, propped mystically above the 
■main road mto Beirut from southern 
Lebanon, there remain the 20ft warrior of 
the 1860 war against the Christian 


Kalashnikov-wielding equivalent, hero of a 
hundred battles (and quite a lot of throat- 
cutting), both statues guarded iy three 
sinister field guns. Beirutis dutifbUy ignore 
the symbolism. They don’t even talk about 
“east Benut* or “west Beirut” any mare-_ 
wben I asked for new computer disks for 
the Independent in a Muslim-owned shop 
the other day I was told 1 could find them 
“in another part of town” -which meant, 
of course, that they could be found m a - 
Christian-owned store. 


.Watching over Beirut 


A rather more serious clean-up h*^ 
been going O® in the f trade. 

With Crwsos-Bhe generosity Beirutis 
love to dhw» out, but new government 
inspections have listed a raft of fine 


I VBIO ? - ‘ 

I its seU-by date- They mdude the 


beloved of a0 wartime 


i- rtm shrapnel-cracked nriiTWS it ffl*d 

I to boast - and, “In another part of 
u town”, the one-time watering-bote of 
, , y Genera) Arid Sharon, 

‘ ! Israel's 1982-85 military dfiiflde in 
- 1 Lebanon. • ' • 

l So tt was hed to eat Lebanon's 
i traditional Sultan Ibrahim fern 

| yesterday in the pristine confines of 
j . Nose’s, high above the Stocks; 

npt iwu t h««ase. after only two usb, 


BrigadierGeneral Ghaii Kiaiaan, the 
all-po wei ft il head of Syrian nrittfany 
intelligence in Lebanon, sitting down 
with a covey of colonels at the next 

table. Now there’s a restaurant that 

definitely won’t dare give ite 
customers food poisoning. . . 

Bul even at home, it's difficult to 

keep food fresh when the power still 

comes only 12 hours a day. The Irish 
Electricity Supply Board is helping 
out in the power stations and a group 
of bullet-nosed Frenchmen are wmg 
upiny local street for 220 -volt ^ 
electricity— much bowing and Gallic 
scraping was necessaiy to stop them 
running a fist-sized cable under my 
balcony. TWo months .after they first 
anno unced the switchover, however, 
Tin still on 110 volts. Then there s my 
local phone tine, which emits an 



incendiary crackle 
whenever the 
Independents 
foreign desk calls; it 
gets worse 
throughout the day 
and (ties completely 
at around deadline 
time. The trouble, it 
seems, is caused by 
nests -not the 
ornithological kind 
but the electrical 
variety. Across the 
city, thousands of 
amity poles are 
infested with 
hundreds of wires, 
all of them strung up 



Telephone exc han ge, Lebanon style 


the mains. On one pole, I counted 168 
wires this week, half of them phone 
links, the others leaching electricity. 

At least things are going a little 
faster in the old civil war ruins down- 
town. Tfcams of archaeologists have 

unearthed a.treasure trove of Roman 
rahTrnmgj statues, glassware, roads 
marked by chariot wheels, the whole 
classical shebang from ancient 
Betytns, along with a mosaic 
inscription which advises flat 
“jealousy is the woist of all evils, the 
only good about it is that it eats up 
the eyes and heart of the jealous”. 

Buflders, meanwhile, are getting a 
little jealous of the archaeologists’ 
patch and want to start erecting the 
new Beirut Just after the classical 
chaps went home last week, one 
amstraction company showed its lack 
of patience by sending a bulldozer 
down to the old Decu man us Maximus 
Raman road. There it quietly 


i fo ycmtTng mosaic pavement, trailing 
| to dost in 10 minutes what had listed 
for almost 2,000 years. The public 
prosecutor, as they say, has been 
informed. 

What the Beirut tabloids would tell 
their readers if tabloids existed in 
Lebanon: that five tody members of 
Beirut's “velvet society” - the richer, 
shop-owning classes - have been 
questioned by the police about drug- 
nnming; that Beirut's R mrari eh 


prison, with space AnrXOOO inmates, 
now contains 24 . 00 , most of whom 
win be released because the police 

bold anyone questioned about drug 
offences until the completion of their 
investigation - even though nine out 
of 10 are said to be innocent; that the 
Americans are a gain fingering 
Lebanon -without proof- as the 
source of the new US dollar 
“Supernote” forgery 

Fresh from gaining an extra three 
years for his presidency after some 
extremely odd changes to Article 49 
of the Lebanese constitution, Flfas 
Hrawi was bttty receiving guests at the 
presidential palace at Baabda when a 
Shia lady arrived to congratulate him 

on his continuation in office. Wishing 

to remind Mr Hrawi that, as a Muslim 
lady, it was not her practice to shake 
hands with a man, she touched her 
right hand lightly to her cbest, a 

traditional female greeting in 
Lebanon. 

■Not to be outdone, the 68-year-oid 
president, who under the constitution 
must be a Christian Maronite, placed 
a white handkerchief firmly over his 
right hand so that it was notpossibLe 
for his flesh to be touched then he 
held out the decorously mou choired 
presidential hand - which the ' 
somewhat stunned Muslim lady 
dutifully shook. Both were dearly 
blissfully unaware that this Gilbertian 
scene had been watched on live 
television across Lebanon by tens of 
thousands of viewers. 





with r 


~v • w : -v 

-a - 

Sifc'.Vp V * - 

Wr\ . . 1 

- t ■ X-’ - v . V- . . • ' . . 




our 


What would happen to your mortgage 
repayments if you were made redundant, or 
couldn’t weak due to illness? Especially as 
recent changes in legislation make Government 
help less likely 

Mortgage Unemployment and Disability 
Insurance can take care of your mortgage 
repayments when involuntary redundancy, 
accident or sickness means you can’t 
Our competitive premiums start from £4.40 
a month. 

TAlrh Just call free on 0800 834610 
I now. That’s all it takes to start 

C 0 ft K protecting your home and give 

. 1 1 (T M you and your family peace 

VVlirf n f mmH 

Lloyds Bank 
Isl Insurance Direct 

YOU D0NT HAVE TO BANK WITH US TO BANK QH US. 


Answer YES to these 
qtwstiooa and you quality- 
Are you:. 

•Aged IB -SO? 

•In SiTI fnm> * mpl ny m « nt 

at leaat 16 hours a week? 

• Bfcndeat in the UK? 

• in- good health? 



0800 
834610 


quoting ref P35XX 
9am - 8pm weekdays 
9am - 2pm Saturdays 


... i* u 
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An agenda for the 
United Nations 


T o ils many critics, the United 
Nations succeeded over the past 
three days in New York in presenting a 
sad parody of itself, as leaders from all 
around the world trailed to the city to 
join in a historic and cosily exhalation 
of hot air. 

The organisation's golden jubilee has 
coincided exactly with one of its worst 
moments of crisis, fed by the refusal of 
the United States to pay up the roughly 
$1.3bn it owes the UN. Had Washington 
stumped up the cash, it might just have 
been possible for those attending the 
jamboree in New York to leave saying 
that all was relatively well. Complacency 
and inaction would have been the order 
of the day. 

Instead, wc now have probably the 
best chance we are ever likely to get to 
institute wide reforms of the UN. John 
Major was right on Monday to support 
Boutros Boutros-Ghali's request for an 
emergency session of the General 
Assembly next year to tiy to agree a way 
forward and re-establish some order in 
the UN's accounts. In the run-up to such 
a session, Britain, the US and the other 
countries that make up the core IS mem- 
ber slates (who pay SO per cent of the 
UN's budget) should work hard to 
ensure that a serious attempt is at last 
made at reform. 

The headings for that reform have 
been more or iess identified. Dearly the 
perennial money crisis has to be sorted 
out once and for all. Unarguably, the 
bloated expanse of bureaucracy in New 
York and around the world should be 


slimmed down, corruption rooted out 
and some satellite agencies dosed down. 
The Economic and Social Committee in 
the UN, which is meant to deal with 


everything other than security, including 

lfused 


development, is a hopelessly confusec 
operation that needs urgently to be 
rebuilt. The need for regional organi- 
sations such as the UN Economic 
Commission for Europe is far from 
evidenL 

But austerity aione will be insufficient 
to underpin the UN's future, and more 
than the cost-cutter's logic wiU be needed 
to win the agreement of all countries to 
change. Above all, the organisation 
needs to have its legitimacy under- 
pinned. For a start, that means making 
its steering bodies more democratic. 
There is consensus now that the Security 
Council itself, dominated by the original 
permanent five, should have a wider 
membership. And while Britain and the 
US might like the idea of jettisoning 
some agencies concerned with develop- 
ment, many smaller countries win resist. 
So the UN will have to prove that it is 
still concerned with economic social and 
environmental issues, and that it realises 
that they are deeply intertwined with 
security problems. 

Reform of the UN will only happen 
if the member states achieve a mutual 
sense of confidence about the organi- 
sation's purpose. Redefining that pur- 
pose must be the first and most urgent 
step towards renewal. From that, 
detailed reshaping and retrenchment 
can flow. 


Beware the French 
Lieutenant’s grockle 


With apologies to John Fowfes 


I f, in the late autumn of 1995, you had 
been a guest at the oddly-named Buena 
Vista Hotel, in the town of Lyme Regis - 
and had chosen to take tea in the Tivoli 
Rooms - you might have discerned, by 
inclining slightly to your left, the figure of 
a man emerging hurriedly from the shad- 
owy front door of a neighbouring house. 

This man, of an appearance that the 
conventions of the time declared to be 
that of an author - saJt-and-pepper beard, 
arboreal check shin, coarse corduroy 
trousers with fly undone in the English 
style - would pass beneath the window, 
hts jaws working with suppressed anger. 
Despairing of your scorns you might 
haw derided that greater diversion was 
to be had from following the tall figure 
wherever he might lead. 

See him at the lop of Steep Fond 
St nxi. cursing the late visitors that throng 
the narrow streets and methodically fail to 
find Ihe waste-bins with their hand- 
scrunched chip wrappings. Now his liter- 
ary form carves a swathe through Broad 
Si reel, scattering the continuity girls from 
a BBC film unit engaged in yet another 
Jane Austen adaptation. Shrieking and 
giggling they flee for the shelter of a 
mobile lea van, from which free bacon 
sandwiches are being dispensed to the cast. 

Follow him through the car-park, strik- 
ing out at Ihe stationary motor vehicles, 
whose red, green and blue metal frames 
have conveyed here ihe groups of gaily 
attired grockle folk (as Lyme nomencla- 


ture has it) clogging the town. At last be 
stands at the Cobb Gate, a blustery east- 
erly buffing the redness of his cheeks, and 


surveys the long curving mole. 
. Fouoi 


low his gaze down the sea-rampart 
of the Cobb, whale-like in its immensity, 
but still fragile as it holds on tenuously to 
the sombre shore. What you and he see 
is the figure of a woman, clothed all in 
black, staring Streep-like out to sea. 

* • * 

The author approaches, but does not 
speak. The woman looks up. Five minutes 
pass before, shading her face with her 
hand, she turns away. He examines her in 
silence and then turns, wordlessly, to stare 
at the sombre, grey sea. She turns to him, 
her pale lips part momentarily , but she 
says nothing. Then she turns away. 

Next, something happens so unex- 


pected that an atom bomb being deto- 
nated on the old road to Channouth could 


not be more surprising. He speaks. 

ov....< u tr u hU-ut.. 


‘You’re French. Is it your bloody Deux- 
half oi 


Chevaux parked half on the pavement 
outside my house?" She turns away. “You 
are wrong on two counts", she replies. “I 
am (he woman of a French lieutenant, not 
Che French woman of a lieutenant of inde- 
terminate nationality. Besides, I came 
here in a coach with fellow members of 
Women Against Harassment By French 
NCOS. We are celebrating our recent 
grant from the National Lottery. Now 
please leave and do not get all romantic. 
I am not in the mood for corn on the 
Cobb." And she turns again to contem- 
plate the sun-plashed but sombre sea. 


ANOTHER VIEW 


Peter Waddington 


Patrolling with a purpose 


T he leaked report of the Audit Com- 
mission into police patrolling merely 
confirms what researchers have been 
siting for years and what most police offi- 
cers recognise: beat patrol is aimless, bor- 
ing and has little impact on crime. How- 
ever. the commission's belief that this 
arises from poor management is superfi- 
cial. as are the remedies it suggests. 

Between two-thirds and three-quarters 
of the police budget goes on patrolling. 
For the officers who do it, patrolling con- 
sists of hours of aimless wandering the 
streets, hoping that something will hap- 
pen. Few seem to have any clear notion 
of why they patrol ihe places that they 
patrol. Their routes arc usually decided 
on a whim. They rarely meet members of 
the public and prefer to patrol in pairs so 
they have someone to talk to. It is highly 
unlikely that they will make an arrest and 
even more unlikely that they will detect 
a serious crime. 

The Audit Commission is correct: 
patrol is badly managed, hut the com- 
misMon's emphasis on crime-fighting is 
pari of the problem, not the solution. 


duties they would be unavailable to 
respond to these manifold problems. 

The real challenge to policy makers and 
managers is bow to ensure good quality 
service for those who turn to the police 
in times of trouble. The police can rightly 
be criticised for the almost total neglect 
of their non crime -fighting role. Individ- 


ually, officers tend to dismiss Lbe bulk of 
their work as "rubbish" because it foils to 


Most police work is in response to spe- 
oce worn the pub- 


rific demands for assistance I 
Sic. Such demands are enormously diverse, 
including reporting crimes, sub-criminal 
“trouble", and all manner of emergencies, 
from reporting musing children to elderly 
people thought to be in distress. It is this 
dun justifies a 24-hour, mobile, generic 
emergent service. If police officers were 
devoted to intelligence-led crime-fighting 


conform to the spurious glamour of 
crime-fighting. Corporately, the police 
diverse their officers throughout the area 
and leave them to “get on with it". 

Supervisory and senior officers tacitly 
conspire in the denigration of non-dime 
work by ignoring iL When officers make 
arrests, reports will be written and read 
by faefr superiors - it is important to “get 
it right". On the other hand, an officer 
who deals skilfully with a dispute 
between neighbours or defuses a con- 
frontation is likely to receive neither 
recognition nor advice. 

Management in the police service 
should be devoted to supporting and 
assisting officers on routine patrol to pro . 
vide the highest quality of service to all 
those who turn to the police in rimes of 
trouble. The insistence on assessing all 
police work in terms of its contribution to 
cmne-Gghung will only further encourage 
future generations of officers to rffanw: 
much of what they do as “rubbish**. 


The writer is author of 'Calling rite Ftriice', 
a study of routine police work. 



The British character - whingeing about lottery money 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Pill scare: trouble for doctors and women 


From Dr C. N. Barry 
Sin In common, I suspect, with 
most other GFs, I heard about 
the latest Pill scare via the media 
on Thursday, before the official 
letter arrived in my post on Fri- 
day morning. The official advice 
to women is, perhaps not unrea- 
sonably at first sight, not to panic, 
but to consult your doctor daring 
the current monthly cycle. 

hi our practice of six whole- 
time-equivalent doctors, with 
10,000 patients, we have about 
360 women taking the allegedly 
“less safe” brands of POL Tb see 
them all over the next four wee id 
we would - have to offer an extra 
90 appointments per week at a 
time of year when practices are 
traditionally busy with seasonal 
ailments and, to cap it all begin- 
ning in the half-term week when, 
as it happens, we have two part- 
ners away on holiday! 

Sadly, this is just another 
example of officialdom making 
recommendations, without the 
slightest idea of their practical 
effects. 

Yours faithfully, 

C.N. Barry 


are real bur 

cisely why the Pill is not available 
over the counter and can only be 
obtained from doctors. Before 
they provide any combined con- 
traceptives, all family doctors take 
account of the woman's medical 
social and family history and we 


only provide contraception we 
siderissai 


consider is safe for the patients. 


We believe the current wanting 
is irresponsible and unjustified, 
causing znanywomen undue anx- 
iety. Some wall have stopped their 
contraceptives, thereby risking an 
unwanted pregnancy, a condition 
not without its own hazards and 
long-term consequences. .. 

Is it just coincidence that only 
a year ago the Government 
wanted to blacklist certain brands 
of PQI on the grounds of costs? 
YourS sincerely, 

Irene Bainbridge, Maktyn 
Jones, David Roberts, Shom 
Sil, Allan Tenneni; Paul 
Thomas , John Zacharias 
National Committee of the 
Dispensing Doctors Association 
Barham, Ipswich 
20 October 


Wroughton Health Centre 
iin don 


Swindon, Wiltshire 


From Dr Irene Bainbridge 
and others 

Sin We are concerned about the 
motives behind the latest official 
warning on the dangers of certain 
low-dose combined contraceptive 
pills (“Pill alert for a million 
women", 20 October). The report 
suggests that at-risk patients are 
more likely to suffer from clotting 
disorders if they take certain 
brands of contraception. 

Doctors have known of the 
risks from the combined contra- 
ceptives for many years. The risks 


From Dr N.M. Nabi 
Sin Several issues have arisen 
out of the Department of 
Health's recent announcement 
concerning the contraceptive POL 

The DoH lists varicose veins, 
obesity and previous thromboss as 
reasons far discontinuing the third- 
generation Pills containing deso- 
gestrel and gestodene. It is firmly 
established that varicose veins are 
nor a oontra-indkation to the POL 
One of the biggest risk factors, 
smoking, has not been listed. 

As GRs, we are unable to com- 
ment on the actual research that 
persuaded the DoH to go public, 
as the research is not yet pub-. 


fished. Wc are left impotent when 
dealing with patients’ concerns. 

The Government has been 
trumpeting “evidence-based 
medicine” as an explanation for 
the rationing that is occ urrin g in 
the NHS. If the three studies 
quoted by the DoH have not 
been critically analysed, then this 
cannot be “evidence-based med- 
icine". There axe thousands of 
studies occurring at any one time, 
many of poor quality. If studies 
are not allowed to be challenged 
iq open debate, then I fear we will 
be basing our care on rumours 
and scaremoogerih& b titis realty 
the. precedent ihe. Government 
wishes to set? ' 

.The DoH 1 ' sent "letters to' all 
GPs on the evening of 18 Octo- 
ber and a press conference was 
arranged for the following mo ru- 
ing. The department has taken 
the moral high ground by saying 
that it is their duty to inform PHI 
users as early as posable. Why 
then are the women advised to go 
and see their GPs? If the DoH 
wishes to involve us, it should do 
so in full consultation with the GP 
leaders. If not, then leave us out 
of the mess. . . 

Both your editorial on the 20 
October (“Prudence and the RU, 
revisited 4 ) and the subsequent 
correction (21 October) con- 
tained inaccuracies. The first 
generation (high-dose oestro- 
gen) Pills lead to a greater risk of 
thromboembolism than either 
the second generation (low 
oestrogen). Pills or the third gen- 
eration (desogestrel and gesto- 
dene) Puls. 

Yours sincerely, 

N. M. Sabi 

Whlker Medical Group 
Newcastle upon Tyne . 

23 October 


Blind spot in 
arms protocol 


I within countries' arse- 
. Perhaps the US Department 
of. Defense decision reflects a 


From Ms Ann Peters 
Sin I would like to correct a false 
impression in Christopher Bel- 
lamy's article “US cancels laser 
weapon that can cause blind- 
ness" (14 October). The US did 
not cancel its portable “Laser 
Countermeasure System" directly 
in response to the new interna- 
tional ban on blinding laser 
weapons. The US decision came 
a week earlier as delegations, 
including those from the US and 
the UK, crafted the protocol’s 
language to let such anti-optical 
laser weapons escape any inter- 
national regulation despite their 
potential to blind. 

It is unfortunate that diplomats 
negotiated a for weaker protocol 
on a limited category of blinding 
laser weapons at a time when 
laser weapons are not widely 


recognition that the military util- 
ity of this particular anti-optical 


the humanitarian impact on 
diers and society as a whole. 

The new ban on blinding laser 
weapons also has not come into 
force yeL Twenty states now must 
consent to be bound by the ban 
before it becomes international 
law. The UK should take the lead 
and ratify the new protocol on 
blinding laser weapons without 
delay. It must send the dear mes- 
sage that deliberate blinding is an 
unacceptable way to wage war 
and must work towards removing 
any loopholes in the protocol. 
Yours sincerely, 

Ann Peters 

Arms Project 

Human Rights . Watch . 

London, Nl 
20 October 


Delia’s for dunces techniques, then the joy is in 


From Mr and Mrs R, Gregson 
Sin We have long held that 
Delia Smith's recipes bear the 
same relationship to cooking as 
painting by numbers does to 
art, and so were immensely 
pleased to find in Rose Shep- 
herd's article “Delia runs wild m 
the bookshop" (17 October) 
that we are not as alone in this 
opinion as our friends and 
neighbours would like us to 


the experimentation arid cre- 

ion of thinku 


What is this fear of cooking 
that the Sian Forbeses (letter, 
21 October) of the world claim 
to inhibit them? Surely, once 
you have mastered a few basic 


ation of fornlring for yourself in 
the kitchen - and learning in 
the process. 

Even if it does go wrong (and 
It is rarely all that bad), you can 
always turn to the pizza in the . 
freezer or an omelette to stave 
off hunger. At worst, yon have 
lost some ingredients and a little 
time, but you will probably have 
learnt more from the experience 
than Delia can teach yon. 

Yours faithfully, 

Richard Goeqson 
Jean Gregson 
O flbrd 
Cambrii 
21 October 


Wonderful 

Copenhagen 


From Mrs Joan A. Davis 
Sir: In Alastair Down's article 
on Red Rum (“The horse who 
could win a by a landslide”, 21 
October), he refers to “poor old 
Copenhagen hanging about all 
day waiting for Napoleon to get 
back on”. 

Copenhagen was otherwise 
engaged, as he was the charger 
the Duke of Wellington rode 
throughout the last 17 hours of 
the Battle of Waterloo on 18 
June 1815. He is said to still 
have been fresh when the Duke 
dismounted, and to have kicked 
out, narrowly missing the 
Duke's skull. 

_ There are differmg accounts of 
bis pedigree but it is generally 
agreed that he was a grandson of 
the great Eclipse. He had origi- 
nally belonged to Field Marshal 
Grosvenoc, was sold by hhn to the 
Marquis of Londonderry, then 
Adjutant General to the Penin- 
sular Army, who sent him lo Lis- 
bon in 1813. He was then bought 
by Colonel Charles Wood, 
together with another horse, for 
400 guineas for the Duke, with 
whom he soon became a 
favourite. 

. Copenhagen was a small horse, 
a siaffion standing about 15 hands 
high, but of great strength and , 
endurance. He was foaled in 
1808 and died in 1836 when he 

was buried with military honours 

at Southfield Saye: A headstone 
marks his grave. 

Yours faithfully, 

Joan A. Davis 
Freshwater, Isle of Wight 
21 October 


Tapes are a legal safeguard 


From Mr Christopher Witts ■ 

Sin I sym pathise with the senti- 
ments behind Marguerite Evers’ 
and Alan Bullion's letters about 
selling evidence for profit in cases 
such as Frederick West's (23 
October), but there are wider 
aspects which they ignore. 

Firstly, a fundamental rule of 
Pace [the Police -and Criminal 
Evidence Act] is that the police 
must provide interviewees with 


were 


to come with a complete- ban on 
publication, a vital safeguard 
would be destroyed. Usually, 
there would be nothing to pre- 
vent the individual from recount- 
ing the interview ata later date. 
If the interviewee died,' if would 
make no material difference 
except that his rights to the tapes 
would pass to his estate. 

In the event <rf the interviewee 
ctying in suspicious drcumstances 


during the interview, or at least 
while in custody, your columns 
would be full of questions about 
the nature of the questioning if 
publication of the tapes were 
lawfully prevented. 

Secondly, if the material takes 
on a commercial value and the 
Official Solicitor ignores it, no 
doubt any innocent defendants, 
wfao^e financial interests be is 
there to protect, would have a 
right of action against him and 
they, too, might be calling for his 
removal from office. 

Perhaps we may all take some’ 
comfort from the fact that we do 
have sub judice rules which at 
least protect us'foom some of the, 
travesties ofjustice transmitted to 
us from across the Atlantic. 
Yours faithfully, 

Christopher Wms 
Malmesbury, Wiltshire 
23 October 


When does success 
spell failure? 


From Mr Eric Hebborn 
Sir: In his review of Alice Beck- 
ett’s Fakes:' Fbrgay and the Art 
World (“The Art of lying”, 16 


Environmental 
facts on the Net 


September), David Ekserdjian 
says that I nave been quoted as 


comparing myself with Michelan- 
gelo and Rembrandt, without 
bothering to say who mrotes me, 
or if I compare myself favourably 
or otherwise. In response, allow 
me to quote from my autobiog- 
raphy, Drawn to Trouble-. ‘Thaw: 
never considered myself a mis- 
understood genius or for that 
matter a genius at afl.” 

As for being a failed artist, I 
don't know what Mr Ekserdjian 
considers success, but an artist 
such as myself, who has won 
such prestigious prizes as the 
jyal Academy’s silver medal 
and the Rome scholarship, has 
had imxmnerable one-man shows, 
and whose works are represented 
in some of the most important 
public and private collections in 
the world can hardly be consid- 
ered a total failure. 

Unfortunately, Mr Ekserdjian 
has adopted his slant from the 
book Ira was reviewing, where the 
author writes. “It seems to me 
Hebborn wrote his book in des- 
peration for recognition.'’ Well, 
JMs Beckett is entitled to her 
opinion, but like most of us she 
believe what she wants to believe. 
The fact remains that scarce as 
the supply of truth is, it yet far 
exceeds its demand. 

Yours truly, 

Eric Hebborn 
Rome 


Offtrack 


FipmMrTimMickleburgh 
Sir So, “Linford Christie is the 
greatest athlete this country has 
ever prodriced’’-(Magaztne, 21 
October)? ‘Well it was a tremen- 
dous achievement for him to win 
the 100m gold in Barcelona, bnt 
fefs not forget that Sebastian Cbe 
(1,500m, 1980 and 1984) and 
Daley Thompson (decathlon, 
1980 and 1984) both gained two 
Otympiq titles, as well as setting 
world records, something 
Christie has never done. Indeed, 
Coe’s time of L41.73 for the 
800m, set at Florence in June 
1981, remains on the listings 
today. 

Yours faithfully, 

Tim Mickleburgh 
Grimsby, Lincolnshire 
21 " 


From Mr Alan Watson 
Sin You reported today that 
Frie n ds of the Earth has “placed 
a register of Britain ’s most pollut- 
ing factories, gasworks, chemical 
plants and refineries on the Inter- 
net" (“Blackspot warnings go on 
the Internet", 20 October). While 
we have provided detailed infor- 
mation on over 1000 industrial 
sites, including some gasification 
processes, we haven’tyet been able 
to publish data on old polluted gas- 
works sites. This is because the 
locations of these toxic legacies 
have been kept a dosety guarded 
secret by Btinsb Gas. 

We have, however, under- 
taken studies of gasworks and 
other contaminated land and we 
will be placing this information 
on to the Internet very soon. If 
British Gas had not been priva- 
tised, the public would have had 
a right to know detailed infor- 
mation about contamination of 
gasworks sites under ihe Envi- 
ronmental Information Regula- 
tions 1992. 

Our decision to process this 
data for the Internet has been 
vindicated by the 'tremendous 
uptake. 

In the first four hours after the 
launch, the data was seen by 10 
times as many people as visited 
the Pollution Inspectorate's reg- 
isters in a whole year. We hope 
that industry and regulators will 
take note and provide detailed 
environmental information on 
the Net 

Yours sincerely, . 

AlanWaison 
Senior Campaigner 
Friends of the Earth 
London, N1 
19 October 
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From Mr Tony Brown 
Sir. As the 'name-caffing Ity the 4 , *' ' - r c 

disappointed reaches a crescendo, , v.' . v / !p •'**.- ■ . rJ 

IraoDvkHHisoveriookedlfthme •!* - * * *♦. - 



•• 


the obvious is overlooked If there 
were no lottery, there would be no 
cash to squabble over. 

Yours faithfully,' 

Tony Brown 
London, W3 


Letters should be addressed to 
Letters to the Editor.and include 
a daytime telephone nnmbec (Fax: 
0171-293 2056; e-mail: letters© 
™^ e P en *siLcoaik) Letters may be 

edited for length and clarity. We 
ce^et that we are unable to 
acknowledge tmpuMtsbed letters. 
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Lord Mackay’s well-intentioned fiasco The fey to my 

The proposals for divorre reftinn threatm to create a mesa ana Dar with tb= Child Simrort Aeenov Gnli^JltGnn0lt 


T a S, week lhe Lo«l Mackay 

r?,\ k d j < ^?? ed . Marria S e CareTthe 
^ihohc Marriage Advisory CoundL 
There was standing room only for his 
speech bounding lhe virtues of his 
proposed divorce reform bOL due in 
Parliament -next month, 

Iffor this Wee Free Lord Chancel- 
or amounted to supping with the 
popish arm -Christ, at least he sold his 
soul for something of tangible value 
An astonishing press release soon 
afterwards was his reward. It reads: 
The Catholic Media Office has writ- 
ten to all the Catholic members of Par- 
hament pointing out that the Lord 
Chancellor's White Plaper on divorce 
law reform was broadly welcomed by 
the Catholic Bishops Conference. Mgr 
Kieran Conroy said: ‘It would be 
quite wrong if Catholic MPs were to 
be swayed in their view of the Lord 
Chancellor's proposals by incorrect 
information about the Catholic bish- 
ops’ view .’ n 

What a roup, just as the Catholic 
MPs are being lobbied vigorously by 

John Patten to demand a free vote on 

the new no-fault,' knock-for-knock 
divorce law. 

If Lord Mackay were not such an 
honourable man, it might be sus- 
pected that he had pulled the wool 
over the eyes of the gulli ble and- . 
divorce Catholic bishops. Were he 
not so utterly ingenuous by nature, 
his speech might read as one of the 
most disingenuous for a long while. 
But he probably believed every word 
he spoke. That is what worries a lot 
of professionals in the field. Does he 
have any idea what he is doing and 
why? 

The entire content of the speech 


wa s a pa ean of praise far marriage, 
portraying his liberalising divorce 
reforms as no more than marriage 
guidance that would get couples back 
together a gain. He sounded like the 
Pope. He spoke of marriage as “spe- ; 
dal ... a* unique affirmation of the 
lifelong commitment a man and a 
woman have made to each other.... 

I believe it is a divinely appointed 
institution winch is of inestimable 
value to the human family." ■ 

Pages more of this brought him 
stealthily round to the question of 
divorce, and even then it was as 
sugar-coated as a golden wedding 
tribute. “I do not believe that a mar- 
riage is necessarily irretrievable, just 
because one of the parties has asked 
for a divorce..:. This is one of the 
main reasons underlying my wish to 
change the current divorce system ... 

1 want couples to talk to each other. 

I want them to be able to thinlr 
through the consequences of divorce 
before it happens, not after. I want 
them to think about what their mar- 
riage has to offer both them and their 
children before they decide whether 

or not to throw it away I believe 

mediation offers a better way of sav- 
ing those marriages which are not 
irretrievable." 

Is it surprising he bad the Catholics 
eating out of his hand? This is the 
unlikely man who is introducing the 
most radical divorce reform since 
1969 when the Labour MP Leo Abse 
openly advocated “libidinal libera- 
tion". Under it couples will divorce 
without fault after one year, instead 
of the present two (or five years if one 
partner resists). The case for reform 
is that the law is mocked, since most 


POLLY TOYNBEE 


Mediation is an 
excellent option, but is 
suitable for fewer than 
half the cases 


couples divorce within months on 
often trumped-up and damaging 
accusations of unreasonable behav- 
iour. Removing fault Stops that loop- 
hole, but it is a fundamental moral 
change. 

There mil be a compulsory infor- 
mation session for couples as soon as 

push towards mediation, instead erf 
resorting to their separate lawyers. 
However, every piece of advice, 
research and evidence that the Lord 
Chancellor has been given has told 
him loud and dear that mediation 
does not get couples back together 
again. When it works, it helps them 
separate with les strife. 

The problem with Mackay's mis- 
understanding and wishful thinking 
about mediation is that it is in dan- 
ger of leading to a system that will not 
work, and may do much Harm, espe- 
cially to vulnerable poorer women. 


Couples will be coerced into media- 
tion, though it will only have real 
force with those on legal aid. If 
legally aided couples refuse media- 
tion, they will have to appear before 
an intake officer who will decide if 
they have a good enough reason for 
refusing. 

The problem is that Mackay's sen- 
timental' view of the process has 
clouded the fact that these people are 
in bitter opposition, fighting for 
extremely important rights to children 
and property. The Solicitors’ Family 
Law Association was not simply act- 
ing as a trade union this week when it 
expressed deep alarm that people 
would not have access to advice from 
lawyers. Research shows that media- 
tion works best backed up by legal 
advice as the process goes along. 

Diana ftirker, a leading family solic- 
itor, is also a strong believer in medi- 
ation, as a founder of the Family 
Mediators' Association. She says drily 
of Mackay’s views: "The only couples 
who typically get back together are Lhe 
violent cases, where there is still 
enough passion smouldering away for 
recanrihation after reconciliation until 
they finally bum out and split The 
ones for whom mediation works well 
are those who have already disen- 
gaged, and embark upon h coolly with 
clear-cut objectives. In mediation they 
are no longer a couple, but two peo- 
ple with very different interests.” 

Mediation is an excellent option, 
but is suitable for fewer than half the 
cases. If the host of new mediators 
(who will not be lawyers) are on block 
government contracts, the pressure to 
get results will be intense. Mackay may 
have had a personal vision of happy 


reconciliations, but he sold h to the 
Treasury on the grounds that it will 
limit the legal aid bill for divorce, 
because the hourly rates for mediators 
w3] be cheaper than for solicitors. 

The great majority of wives go on 
to social security when they separate 
from their husbands. They divorce on 
legal aid, and have no other money for 
lawyers. Discovering the true earnings 
and assets of husbands can prove very 
difficult, especially for self-employed 
men with complicated finances. Medi- 
ators on performance-related con- 
tracts may be urged to engineer quick- 
fix deals against the interests of the 
most vulnerable. They may not have 
. the professional expertise to scrutinise 
difficult accounts. There is here 
another Child Support Agency fiasco 
in the making. 

The most curious aspect to this 
whole divorce reform initiative is that 
there is no great pressure for it from 
anywhere. It is Lord Mackay's own 
baby, pushed through a deeply dubi- 
ous Cabinet that would never have 
swallowed it from any less Christian 
source. 

Virtually all the organisations con- 
cerned with marriage and divorce 
agree that children of divorce will be 
helped if conflict between couples is 
lessened. But the danger is that a new 
two-tier system is betn^ brought in, 
with one law for poor divorcees, and 
another for the rich who can afford 
lawyers and accountants. All will 
depend on the small print of the Bill 
when h is published next month. If it 
denies poor people free reasonable 
access to lawyers throughout the 
process, then it may end up doing 
more harm than good. 


Spend less, let the people prosper 


■ tfi 


Europe should learn from 
the successful Asian nations 
and rein in the state sector, 
argues Chris Patten 
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T hese days I am a distant and dis- 
creet observer of party confer- 
ences. But one phrase' from the 
speeches at Blackpool had a certain 
resonance for all of us in Hang Kong. 
It was the suggestion that Britain” 
should aim to become, in effect, the 
Hong Kong of Europe, offering - if I 
took the point accurately -an offshore 
entrepreneurial haven: an open econ- 
omy throbbing with vitality, invigo- 
rated by low taxes, liberated from 
excessive governmental regulation. 
All this in sharp contrast to a more 
bureaucratically burdened, higher 
taxed, introverted, Continental 
Europe. If Deng Xiaoping was. living 
in Brussels, be would have had a 
phrase for it - “one community, two 
systems”. f 

I find this notion of the symbiotic 
colonial relationship rather a happy 

There is not an 
umbilical connection 
between public morality 
and public spending 

one. Can- Britain learn lessons from 
her last great colony and apply 
them to her own long-term advantage? 

There is less of a bang-up in most 
successful Asian countries about the 
relationship between the individual 
and the state. Most have pursued 
economic policies that have been mar- 
ket-driven but, like Hong Kong, have 
leant heavily on substantial public 
investment in social equity pro- 
grammes - health, housing education. 
In Hong Kong, we are relaxed about 
miring and matching public and pri- 
vate investment for community bene- 

abomthe colour of tSerat than about 
whether it catches mice. 

But we assume that free-market cals 
are likely to do thejob best. "We must 
surely in Britain and Europe rededi- 
cate ourselves with the fervour of 
zealots to open markets and free - 
trade. If we want Asian spending 
power to help to fuel world growth 
then we’ve got to make room in our : 
department stores and our show- 
rooms for the things that Asia makes. 


Generation Why 


and get Asia to open its markets, too. 
The billionaire protectionists in Amer- 
ica and Europe should get short shrift/ 

And I take it as read that the elec- 
torates, of Europe want faster eco- 
nomic growth: We have seen in the' 
past few years that nothing gets bet- 
ter without it, and that since ties of 
commiHiity 'are strained by its absence, 
it is worth at least challenging the 
assumption that any more radical 
efforts to revitalise our economies 
would inevitably require policies that 
tear communities apart. They tear' 
apart anyway. 

What is the issue around which I 
tiptoe so delicately? It is quite simply 
the appetite of states; ii is the pro- 
portion of every community’s income 
that is taken in taxes and public spend- 
ing. In Hong Kong this year we will 
spend \6J2 per cent of our GDP on 
public expenditure, and take 11.6 per 
cent in taxes. 

You find similar spending figures 
elsewhere in the region: in Korea 
about 18 per cent; in Taiwan almost 16 
per cent; in Thailand about 15 per 
cent; in Singapore about 20 percent; 
in Malaysia a whopping 25 per cent 
Admittedly it is hard to compare like 
with like, rail the picture is broadly the 
same: Relatively lower levels of pub- 
lic spending as a proportion of GDP 
are a h allm ark of these booming 
Asian economies. 

What is the position in Europe? In 
Britain, nearly 43 per cent of our GDP 
goes on pubhc expenditure. In France 
the figure is almost 55 per cent; in 
Germany - where Chancellor Kohl 
recenilv advocated slimming down the 
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Hong Kong: could Europe Imitate its vibrant, low-tax economy? 


state sect or -the figure is 49 p er cen t. 

I use these figures only to illustrate 
a more general proposition. Lower 
proportions of public expenditure are 
without doubt a consequence in part 
of less advanced stages of economic 
development In Japan, for example, 
the figures, are much closer to those 
in Europe and North America. 1 
. Hie figures in Asia may edge up as 
the appetite of electorates for public 

provision grows - though in Hong 
Kong, vrfnie we have had substantial 
increases in spending on social wel- 
fare, the proportion of GDP devoted 
to public espenditufe is likely to be 
lower m-19w than it was in 1982-83. 

AD these comparisons require a health 

warning with flashing neon lights, and 


I do not pretend that Hong Kong's 
level of public spending as a propor- 
tion of GDP is a realistic target for 
OECD countries. 

So I am not an advocate of a slash- 
and-buro approach to public spending. 
But my three years in the fastest- 
growing region m the world, in one of 
the. fastest-growing economies in the 
world, have impressed on me that 
some reduction m Lhe stale’s take of 
national income is an essential condi- 
tion for more rapid growth as well as, 
of course, for lower taxes, which them- 
selves help to spur growth. And I find 
it hard to accept that existing public, 
taxpayer-funded provision is so plu- 
perfect that it cannot be snipped, 
pruned or in some cases dismantled. 

Hong Kong is not demonstratively 
worse off with proportionately much 
lower public spending than equivalent 
economies in Europe. But it has long 
had an iron rule that public spending 
should not grow faster than the trend 
rate of growth in the economy. As a 
result, public expenditure has 
remained below 20 per cent of GDP, 
taxes have stayed low and Hong 
Kong's economy has continued to 
grow healthily. So h has been able to 
afford increases in public spending to 
provide decent levels of welfare. 


health and educational provision. 

I hope that I can set these obser- 
vations quite apart from any current 
controversies, and apply them to 
Europe as a whole. They represent an 
objective, not a costed programme. 
The scale of the task of curbing pub- 
lic expenditure means that it must be 
one for the long term. But the long 
term has to start somewhere. Naturally 
it would be better if reform and 
retrenchment in the public sector 
could be pursued with as broad a base 
of public and political support as pos- 
sible. We have to challenge the 
assumption that therc is an umbilical 
connection between public morality 
and public spending. 

In his brilliant book The Work! 
After Communism. Robert Skidelsky 

concedes that how to make significant 
cuts in state spending bristles with 
technical and political difficulties. 
But, as he goes on to argue, “at root 
the issue is philosophical. We need to 
answer two kinds of question. Are the 
welfare responsibilities which the state 
has assumed over this century any 
longer appropriate in privately wealthy 
societies? And what, in such societies, 
is the appropriate division of respon- 
sibility we would want to see between 
the individual and the state?" 


Photograph: John Voos 

. This is a profoundly liberal issue. Of 
course, it assumes an end result of 
lower taxes and an end to envy as the 
motor of fiscal policy. Bui I am not 
advocating the crasser sorts of indi- 
vidualism. in which men and women 
are regarded as culturally rootless and 
devoid of a sense of duty and respon- 
sibility. Nor am I arguing, as some 
appear to do, that everything that 
slates do is wrong and that we need 
an ideological assault on the public 
service. Far from iL Like Douglas 
Hurd, I believe strongly in the ethic 
of public service, and admire the 
professionalism of Britain's public 
servants. 

But I also see the case for what 
Skidelsky calls “state repair", both in 
the European Union and in those fel- 
low European states to the east thal 
should be part of Jl In other words, 
we shall only be able to restore the 
authority of stales by shrinking what 
they do. They are,’ today, muscle- 
bound but weak; ambitious but 
derided. To do much better, they roust 
do much less. 

Jhis is an edited extract from a speech 
given by the Governor of Hong Kong to 
the Conservative MitkaJ Centre last 
night. 


by Tony Reeve and Steve Way 
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N ot very long ago I was 
standing in a Catholic 
church in the middle of Italy 
when I had a sudden flash of 
enlightenment. All at once it 
came to me, as if from nowhere, 
that it was about time 1 look 
some of the things off my 
key-ring. 

Let me explain the back- 
ground to this vision. During 
my recent absence from these 
pages, I was in Italy working for 
an independent TV company 
on a Channel 4 programme 
about saints' relics. (1 am not an 
expert on saints relies. 1 think 
that was one of the reasons they 
hired me: I lent an air of holy 
innocence to the proceedings) 
In the course of our travels, 
we came to the hill (own of Cus- 
cia, where the body of St Rita, 
patron saint of lost causes, is 
displayed to the public, even 
though she died hundreds of 
years ago and is now a little 
shrunken. And after we had fin- 
ished talking to the veiy patient 
nun who agreed to face the 
camera and tell mo the some- 
what horrific story of St Rita, 
with the body of the saint hov- 
ering in micKur behind us, she 
took me into a buck, room and 
said with a beatific smile: “This 
is a present for you." 

“This" was a key-ring. Ii had 
a little locket dangling from it, 
with some roses on one side 
and a picture of St Rita on the 
other. The picture of the saint 
is subtitled, in Italian, “5. Rita. 
Proteggjmr, or “St Rita, protect 
me". 

i thanked her in profuse, 
but minimal Italian and to show 
that I meant business 1 got my 
keys out to introduce St Rita on 
to my key-ring. And it was 
under the gaze of this nun that 
1 suddenly realised how grossly 
over-populated and over-privi- 
leged my key-ring was. 

Normally, we do not realise 
this until our keys start creating 
holes m pockets or become 
too heavy to lift, but when you 
are exposing your keys to the 
holy gaze of a nun who, you are 
convinced, owns nothing and 
needs nothing, and has perhaps 
even sold all and given unto the 

K , you can't help feeling a 
f a fat cat 

There and then I promised 
St Rita thal I would rationalise 
my keys when I got home. 

That moment has now come. 
Today, I have got out my bunch 
of keys and have started the 
audit. For a start, I have 
weighed it, and it comes in at 
just under 200 grammes, or 
just ovct 7 ounces. It also led to 
the following question from 
my wife. 

“Why are you weighing your 
keys ?“ 

“They’re about half a 
pound," I said, deliberately 
ignoring the question. 

“Has it ever occurred to you 
that you walk around every 
day with a packet of butter in 
your pocket?" she said. 


“St Rita, give me strength," 
2 muttered. 

“Whai did you say?" 

“Nothing."’ 

“I thought I heard a woman’s 
name." 

“Someone called Rita. 
Nobody vou know." 

Now that honours were even, 
I got down to the job of cata- 
loguing my keys. There arc 
about 16 of them. 1 say about 
16 because it is almost' impos- 
sible to avoid counting keys 
twice on a key-ring. There are 
two for bicycle locks and two 
keys for a rowing boat lock. 
There are several for cars, and 
several for doors in the house. 
(Outside doors, that is. Most of 
the interior doors in our house 
have locks as well, but we 
removed the keys from them 
because my son and his con- 
temporaries went through a 
happy phase of accidentally 
locking themselves in rooms. 
They have passed that phase 
now. They are now into a phase 
of deliberately locking pimple 
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into rooms. So the keys arc 
back in hiding. In the cellar, in 
a box. I think.) There are also 
several luggage keys, and there 
are two keys 1 do not recognise. 

“Why are you counting your 
keys ?" said my wife. This, you 
will remember, is the same per- 
son who had earlier asked me 
why I was weighing them. 
“There are two keys here I do 
not recognise," I said, again 
ignoring her question. I am 
good at ignoring questions. I 
would make a fine politician. 

“Well," she said, “that one is 
the bike-shed key but I don’t 
recognise the other one." 

Have you noticed that there 
is always at least one key on 
your ring that is a stranger, in 
the same way that hotel rooms 
always have one electric switch 
that operates nothing? Never 
get rid of iL In my experience, 
it always turns out to operate 
the petrol cap on a car. I once 
borrowed my wife's car and had 
to fill it up with petrol, and 
couldn't open the locked petrol 
cap. but then found that I had 
the key to it on my ring, although 
I swear I never put it there. 

"Why are you loo king wor- 
ried," said the woman who asks 
all these questions. 

“1 can't think of a way of 
lightening my key-ring." 

“Why not take off that com- 
pletely unnecessary St Rita 
attachment?" 

Of course. Why hadn’t I 
thought of that? 
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Still no deal on £3bn Grid 


The National .Grid Company failed again to reach final agree- 
ment on details of its £3bn flotation, expected to take pLaoe in 
Deeembcr. An announcement expected last Friday was postponed 
because of tax-related “technical" issues raised by Hanson, the 
industrial group which has bought Eastern Electricity, one of 
the 12 regional electricity companies which owns the Grid. In- 
dustry sources hope for resolution of the problem by to mor ro w . 


Omnitel connects to $lbn loan 

Financial advisers to Italian cellular phone company Omnitel 
will today announce that the company's Sl.lbn syndicated loan 


has been oversubscribed, with a substantial share placed with 
foreign investors, including UK institutions. The financing will 
underwrite the roll-out of Omnitel's network, which will com- 


pete with the stale telephone company Telecom Italia. Company 
executives declined to eummenl on the financing deal, saying 
that lead banks — including JP Morgan, Chase Manhattan, UBS 
and Sociclc Gene rale — would make an announcement today 


United nears USAir decision 


United Airlines - one of the world's largest employee-owned 
companies - achieved record income in the third quarter and 
gave a bullish forecast of future growth that helped lift shares 
across the sector. The com- 


pany is expected to decide 
within the next two or Ihrcc 
weeks whether or not to bid 
for the rival carrier USAir, in 
which British Airways - head- 
cd by Sir Colin Marshall 
( right 1 - has a 24.ti per cent 
slake. American Airlines is 
also considering a bid for US- 
Air, although reports from 
Washington yesterday sug- 
gested that American was 
close lo a link-up with British 
Airways. BA described (he re- 



ports as pure speculation, but admits talking to a number of air- 
sell 


lines about uxpansiim in the US should it sell its s^it* in USAir. 

North West’s Norweb stake now 44% 


North West Water now owns or has acceptances in respect of 
44.8 per cent of Norweb. The Government is due to deckle by 
3 November on whether to refer the bid to the Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission. 


Currencies bounce back 


There was a mild bounce-back by currencies hit by the flight to 
the German mark on Monday. The dollar closed in London up 
half a pfennig at 1.3873 and the pound strengthened by half a 
pfennig to dose at 2. 1 925. The French franc improved two cen- 
times against the mark to 35080. The dollar ended the day in 
London just above 100 yen. - Bloomberg 


Newspaper merger approved 


Independent Newspapers (UK), a wholly-owned subsidiary of 
Independent Newspapers pic. has been given government ap- 
proval to acquire London Recorder Newspapers which owns nine 
local weeklies in the north and west of the capital. 
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Prudential takes on the banks f 

i* 




JOHN WILLCOCK 
and NICK CtCUTT! 


Prudential, Britain's largest in- 
surance company. last night 
sent shock waves' through the 
financial services industry by 
announcing it was about to 
move into retail banking. 

Its plan to sell savings and 
mortgages down the telephone 
b seen as the beginning of a full- 
service b ankin g operation and 
is the latest move in a revolu- 
tion among banks, building so- 
cieties and insurance companies 
which has seen nearly £30bn 
worth of takeovers and acqui- 
sitions in the past 18 months. 

Analysts praised the Pru's 
low-cost, high-profile approach, 
which is aimed at retaining 
some of the £lbn-odd it pays out 
on maturing policies each year. 
Much of this is deposited with 
banks and building socieities, 
the Pru said. 


The Pru's £70m investment in 
a phone banking launch comes 
hard on theheels of a series of 
deals in which banks, building 
societies and insurers have all 
reacted to a low-inflation, de- 
regulated and highly competi- 
tive marketplace. 

“The good news is that 
they're not buying an existing 
bank or building society. There 


have been concerns over the 
years that they might do so,” ■ 
said Nick Bunker, an ABN 
Amro Hoare Govett analyst. 

Prudential's chief executive, 
Peter Davis, said in a statement: 

"We enjoy existing relation- 
ships with over 6 million cus- 
tomers in the UK and benefit 
from a well established and 
well regarded brand. 71 


Prudential already arranges 
around £7 00m a year in mort- 
gages ^ t isfrig a panel ofbnflding . 
societies and banks. 

“Given this base, we believe 
we can build a substantial busi- 
ness in a short period of time,” 
Mr Davis said- 
Tbe insurer is wdl placed to 

^ it s T jpflnwfr t yriiiyU 31 -, making 

profits of £6G4m last year. 


to the Bank of England — . _ 
deposit-taking licence with the 
aim of offering a direct bank-. 

mg service using the telephone 
and post. 

The recent £15bn Lloyds 
Bank bid for TS a following on 
from Lloyds' £15bn acquisition 
of & Gloucester 

Buildmg Society, highlighted 


“It's a logical extension, a nice 
move," said Tom Bennett in- 


surance analyst at Paribas. Sim- 
ilar moves by insurers in 
Scandinavia had forced banks 
to raise their deposit rates to in- 
vestors, he noted. 



Man with gift for the big picture 


Michael Harris: setting up 
direct banking at the Pru 


Mike Harris made his name as 

chief executive of First Direct, 
the successful Midland Bank 
subsidiary, which first intro- 
duced telephone banking to a 
mass audience in the late 1980s, 
writes John Willcock 
Leaving that job after three 
yeaxs in 1991, he seemed set for 
an even more glittering career 
as chief executive of Mercury 
Communications, the phone 
arm of Cable & Wireless. He 
was perceived to have vision; 

a background in manageme nt 

consultancy and systems, and 
his ability to apply technology 
to mass market financial ser- 


vices made him a hot . 
ty. But he was ousted from his 
post of chief executive at Mer- 
cury last year and moved side- 
ways to a development job, 
apparently after falling foul of 

T nriri \fr amgj chairman nf Cahte 

& Wireless. . 

Still only 46, Mr Harris is re- 
garded as a popular figure. One 


telephone utility and rather as 
a vehicle for new ideas and 
products. 

A chemistry graduate from 
University College, London, 
his first information 'technolo- 
gy job was with CAP (now the 


5EMA Group) in 1970. He 
wed to Midland Bank’s 


the threat from the high street 
banks’ expansion into mort- 
gages and insurance - 

Both Lloyds and TSB have 
led the ‘‘bancassurance ’ 7 ap- 
proach by cross-selling insur- 
ance and other products to 
hanking cagomers. Lloyds TSB 
wiU be amongst the UK’s 
biggest insurers as weD as mort- 
gage lenders. 

The new head of Rrudential’s 
banking operation is Michael 
Har ris, who made his name by 
spearheading Midland Bank’s 
introduction of the then-revo- 
lutionary First Direct phone 
h anking operation in the late 

1980s and hopes to reverse this 

trend by stealing some of the 
banks' (hander. 

Some analysts warned that big 
as the Pru is, it may stfll lack the 


“He was very well-liked ... tie 
was good at the big picture, a 
visionary.” He introduced the 
‘'Imagine Programme” at 
Mercury, which encouraged 
management and staff to stop 
rhiniring of the company as a 


then moved to! 
management services- for 14 
years, and then to PA Consul- 
tants for a three-year stint in 
management consultancy. . 

During his three years with 
Mercury, the UK's second 
largest telecommunications 
company, profits more than 
doubled to £219m- 


Asda told 
to raise 
price 
of drugs 


NIGEL COPE 


Asda. the supermarket group 
leading the challenge against re- 
sale price maintenance, has 
been served with an injunction 
by two pharmaceuticals groups 
to prevent it from selling vita- 
mins and minerals at cut prices. 

The group lost part of its bat- 
tle yesterday when a court ruled 
that from 4pm today eight of the 
discounted lines will return to 
the resale maintenance price, an 
increase of 25 per cent. The two 
companies involved are Roche 
Pharmaceuticals, which makes 
Sanatogen, and Seven Seas 
which produces the Seven Seas 
range of vitamin supplements. 

A wider injunction was 
thrown out but the two parties 
are due in court again next 
Thursday for a further hearing 
to decide the price level of the 
70 remaining lines which are the 


subject of dispute. 
1bny« 


my Campbell, Asda’s trad- 
ing director said: “We contin- 
ue to fight to bring better value 
vitamins, minerals and supple- 
ments to our customers. We also 
urge the Office of fair Trading 
to speed up their investiga- 
tions of this outdated price- 
fixing agreement.” 

The injunctions follows Mon- 
day’s action by Procter & Gam- 
ble, Warner Wellcome and 
Reddtt & Colman which threat- 
ened legal proceedings if Asda 
extended its discounting policy 
lo their products. 

Asda expressed disappoint- 
ment the drugs firms bad re- 
sorted to solicitors’ letters 


before speaking to the group. 
The group mounted its chal- 


lenge to the resale price main- 
tenance of non-prescriptioD 
drugs last week when it cut the 
price of 80 vitamins and mineral 
products by up lo 20 per cent. 

Boots and Sainsbuiy’s have 
already responded with some 
price cuts, though a iull-scale 
price war has not yet been 
threatened. 

The mediations battle follows 
Asda’s successful challenge to, 
the Net Book Agreement which 
collapsed last month. 

Asda is also supportive of 
Tesco’s threat to spark a mag- 
azine price war if the industiys 
distribution and wholesaling 
arrangements are not made 
more flexible. 


Eyes on the prize: City names behind former chief executive who wants to buy out the founding family 

£L2bn Littlewoods bid 
gets blue-chip backing 



NIGEL COPE 

and CHRIS BLACKHURST 


The battle for control of the 
Littlewoods retail and football 
pools business took a step 
forward yesterday when it 
emerged that Barry Dale, the 
former chief executive, has 
lined up powerful City backers 
to fund his £1.2bn bid for the 


Barry Dale: Bidding£JL2bn to wrest control of littlewoods 
from the Moores family 


It is the first time details of 
the consortium have become 
known and its membership adds 
weight to Mr Dale’s attempts to 
wrest control of the privately 
owned group away from the 
founding Moores Handy. 

. 1 The fresh development came 
as speculation grew that rival 
groups may also be interested 
in bidding for the company. . 

Mr Dale sent an ofrer doo- 
oment to littlewoods’ advisers 
Kleinwort Benson on ftiday 
confirming his £l-2bn offer. He 
is backed by blue chip venture 
capital groups, including the 
Prudential, Electra, Caudover 
Investments, Legal & Gener- 
al and Apax Partners. 

Abstofbanks, which includes 
Chemical Bank, Deutsche. Fuji 
and Nations Bank of the Unit- 
ed States, has been lined up to 
assume the company’s debts and 
the merchant bank Dawney 


Day is acting as adviser for the 
group. . 

Mr Dale’s offer is believed to 
be worth 848p per ordinary 
share and 189p per preference 
share. Tins is (nought to be a 70 
per cent premium to the price 
received by Peter Moores, a 
family member who sold out last 
year. The deal values Little- 
woods at a significant premium 
to its net asset value of £S7Qm. 

Littlewoods said: “We have 
yet to receive a formal offer but 
should we receive one we will 
respond to it." However, the 
company, acknowledged Mr 
Dale's approach to Eleinwort 
Benson and said that it would 
be making a response. 

According to the venture 
capital groups involved, Mr 



John Coleman: Likely to 
inject some razzmatazz 


High Court backs Lloyd’s 


DAVID HELUER 


The Lloyd’s of London insur- 
ance market claimed a signifi- 
cant legal victory yesterday 
when a High Court judge up- 
held the principle of the “pay 
now. sue later” clause con- 
tained in agreements between 
Lloyd's agents and its names. 

The ruling, which will be the 
subject of an appeal, was de- 
scribed by Lloyd's as “signifi- 
cant” and “one which will 
produce positive benefits for (he 
society and its members”. 

The test case was brought by 
Lloyd’s managing agent, 
Marchant and Eliot Under- 
writing, over two unpaid cash 
calls of £6,000 by Dr Andrew 
Higgins, a member of its syn- 
dicates. Mr Justice Rix delivered 
his 58-page judgment yesterday. 

Dr Higgms’s defence, based 
85 of the Treaty of 


Rome, which prohibits anti- 
competitive practices, argued 
that the “pay now, sue later” 
clause was anti-competitive. 
The judge said he could not un- 
derstand how the obligation to 
pay outstanding cash calls could 
be said to distort competition. 
Lloyd's could not operate with- 
out such a concept; rather than 
giving Lloyd’s a competitive 
edge it simply allowed it to com- 
pete on a level playing field with 
insurance companies. 

Lloyd’s said the effect of the 
decision was to enable under- 
writing agents to obtain judg- 
ments against members who do 
not respond to cash calls and 
requiring 

snian Rand be I 


writs requiring payment. A 
; hoped' 

members would see the judg- 


ed that 


on 


meat for what it was and that 
“those who fall in the category 
of won't rather than can’t pay 
will pay up”. 


Philip Holden, head of 
Lloyd’s financial recovery de- 
partment, said: “The j udgment 
will enable agents in the mar- 
ket to take positive action to re- 
cover many outstanding cash 
calls. It also represents an un- 
ambiguous warning to those 
who won’t pay their Lloyd’s loss- 
es. I hope sincerely that Lloyd's 
can begin discussions with those 
members and, as a result, avoid 
cosily and time-consuming 
litigation.” 

Susan Dingwall, partner and 
head of DibbsLupton Broom- 
head's insurance and reinsur- 
ance group in London, who 
acted for Marchant & Eliot, 
said: “This is a significant rul- 
ing, whkh will be welcomed not 
only by the Lloyd’s agency com- 
munity but also by those names 


es, and. by potential investorsin 
the Lloyd’s market.” 


Minister to intervene in £700m gas row 


MARY FAGAN 

Industrial Correspondent 


The Government has pledged 
support for British Gas’s efforts 


to renegotiate long-term con- 
tracts with North Sea 


produc- 
ers, which are forcing the 
company to buy more gas than 
it can seL Tim Eggar, Minister 
for Energy and Industry, said he 
could not take a direct role but 
would act as “moderator or 
facilitator” if asked, or “if I 
thought matters were getting 
out of hand”. 

Mr Eggar’s statement at a 
semiliar in London marks a sig- 
nificant change In his public 
stance on the contracts, which 
until now the Government has 
said were a matter for the in- 
dustry. It comes amid mounting 
commercial pressure on British 
Gas, which by the end of this 
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year will have been forced to 
buy about £700m worth of gas 
which it cannot yet selL Some 

believe 


City analysts believe that the 
figure wul soar well beyond 
£lbn within a few years. 

Mr Eggar said that the in- 
troduction of competition has 


“changed the undei 
of these contracts”, which were 
entered into when British Gas 
was a monopoly buyer and sell- 
er of gas thraigboot the UK. He 

saidtb 

to domestic customers, 
rung next year, would put 
ther pressure on the company. 

“British Gas can no longer 
assume all the market risks of 

y Uing In the fnrhreFnuri and 

commercial market; BG’sshare 
has fallen from virtually 100 per 
cent in 1990 to around 35 per 
cent today,” he said. 

Mr Eggar said that failure to 
renegotiate the contracts, which 
is being strongly resisted by 
some large producers, could 
have ‘Vid^im^katkms for the 
the development of the UK 
continental shelf’. 

The company was farther 
embarrassed yesterday by a 


survey which underlined its 
lack of popularity and showed 
that its public believes it gives 
poor value for money. 

The MSntel survey showed 
that in the eyes .of consumers, 
British Gas lags other .house- 
hold names in value for money 
and trustworthiness. It abn folk 
behind in terms of being in 
touch with customers. 

Martel International said that 
the 1995 survey coincided with 
two negative news items for 
British Gas: the impending pay 
increase to Cedric Brown and 
the decision to allow disco unts 
to direct-debit customers. 

Boots, the high-street 
chemists, came top in for of the 
five categories. The only one ft 
fafled to win was the social and 
environmental awareness poll, 
topped by Body Shop. 

Comment, page 21 
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sheer capital required to make 
a big dent in the high street 


banks’ market share, not least be- 
cause of the Bank of England’s 
strict capital adequacy rules. 

John De La Hey, an SG 
Strauss Turnbull analyst, said that 
in the short term, Prudential’s 
move would be felt more by 
building societies than banks. 

Comment, page 21 







Dale would be chairman of tbe 
group if the bid was successful 
John Coleman, former chief 
executive of Texas Homecare, 
has also joined the consortium 


" 


rector of the retail division. 
This includes the littlewoods 
stores, the home shopping busi- 
ness and the Index stores. His 
role would be to inject some 
razzmatazz into the Littlewoods 
outlets, which are seen as 
dowdy and old-fashioned. 

Another director would be 
brought in to run the football 
pools division. 

Fred Vinton, chairman of 
Electra, said: “It is the right time 
for the family to consider their 

options.” He added Chat the 
decision “may not be purely 
financial”, a reference to tbe 
complex emotional issues 
involved in such a large family 
owned company. 

Mr Vinton said that the in- 
dicative offer is not a break-up 
bid and that he believed the 
business could be managed in 
its present form. 

The offer is not conditional 
on acquiring 100 per cent con- 
trol It is belieyed the consor- 
tium woaki be comfortable with 
75 per cent of the shares and for 
family members who wished to 
retain a stake to do so. 
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‘Shareholders should 
look hard at the 
justification for 
keeping this 
monolithic business 
intact The parts may 
be worth more than 
the whole' 


— 

. : business 

British Gas could ditch its awkward customers 

^^badc of serving j Other pas suppliers, currently competing I attractions of an independent supply busi- [ though rises in labour costs - which are a j ma chin ery and equipment - indeed tele- 
tKn.? 05 * r in Britain is that | with British Gas in the commercial market, | ness in die ChyuntS die marketplace has set- | much bigger part of the total - have been | phone banking has got rid of the need for 


there are few 
the company. 


>le without an opinion on 
most Of it is unflattering. 


lie esteem for Cedric Brown and his team is 
at a low ebb, which is hanSy surprising after 


The customer is always right, of course,’ 
but in this case British Gas has a perfectly 
simple way out of its public relations diffi- 
culty - get rid of the troublesome domestic 
customers altogether: Instead, the company 
could tetter serve its shareholders by con- 
centrating on gas production, international 
expansion and the safe and cash-rich monop- 
oly business Of t ransmissio n. 

This ts not a fanciful notion. Indeed, it has 
already been and jpoe in the lak few years, 
and looks like coming back again. A Monop- 
olies Commission report in 1993 recom- 
mended divestment of the supply side of 
British Gas by 1998, which caused a storm 
of protest from Cedric Brown. 

The Government overruled the commis- 
sion and backed Mr Brown, bat in return 
demanded that the introduction of compe- 
tition to the domestic Supply business be 
brought forward several years, to next year, 
when a pilot programme tegfos . ’ 

But the issue has not gone away. It has 
become clear- that Richard Giordano, the 
chairman, sees the rejection out of hand of 
the monopolies recommendation -to divest 
as a mistake. (He arrived after the event.) 


Other gas suppliers, currently competing 
with British Gas in the commercial ma rk et, 
are convinced that selling the domestic 
suppty ride of British Gas will be put back 
on the agenda. Clare Spottiswood^the gas 
regulator, finds nothing wrong with the idea, 
if the right buyer can be found A split would 
make her job easier, since the relationship 
between the supplier of the gas and the 
organisation that transmits it around the 
countryside - the owner of the gas grid - 
would then truly be at arm's length. 

British Gas has had approaches by energy 
businesses interested in acquiring parts of 
its regional gas supply network. An approach 
does not equal a negotiation, let alone an 
offer, and Mr Brown, gas enthusiast man and 
boy, is unlikely to want anything to do with 
the idea. Indeed, for British Gas to sell an 
isolated part of the supply .business would 
be to shoot itself in the foot In an ere of 
deregulation, when any supplier can move 
into another’s area, there is no point in help- 
ing competitors acquire billing systems that . 
make them more effective predators. It 
makes sense to sell all or nothing. ' 

lb find a buyer for the whole supply busi- 
ness may not be easy as competition 
increases, as it undoubtedly wfll in the wake 
of gas supply deals such as that announced 
between Seeboard and Amoco on Monday 
- a partnership aimed at encroaching on 
British Gas markets. Demerger rather than 
a trade sale might be a better answer, 
though it would be hard to promote the 


attractions of an independent supply busi- 
ness in tiie C5ty^t3 the marketplace has set- 
tled down and his dear bow many new com- 
petitors are entering the fray. Either way, 
British Gas shareholders should look hard 
at the justification for keeping this mono- 
lithic business intact Tte parts may be worth 
more than the whole. 

A harsh message 
for manufacturers 

W hat on earth has happened to manu- 
facturers this year that has caused the 
biggest fall in their confidence since the ex- 
change rate mechanism fiasco? After all, for 
most of the year the economy has been grow- 


and companies coffers are full of cash. 

The Confederation of British Industry 
says it is all due to the slower growth of 
orders. Domestic orders have actually fallen 
a bit in the latest quarter and export orders 
have slowed from the record a year ago. Per- 
haps manufacturers should look to the 
example of services, where output growth 
has remained above trend - up more than 
3per cent in the year to the third quarter. 
The reason is that in many services prices 
have teen flat or falling. 

Manufacturers have certainly not passed 
on all of the increases in the cost of imported 
raw materials they faced earlier this year. But 
they have increased output prices, even 


substantial increases m export prices. 

The pace at which firms are raising domes- 
tic prices has slowed. Yel they are still hop- 
ing to achieve much bigger price increases 
during the next four months, despite their 
failure to push through their expected price 
rises in earlier months. The mantel is send- 
ing a message to manufacturers that hope to 
raise prices: it cannot be done without hit- 
ting orders and output. 

There is more to the manufacturing slow- 
down than this price effect, since interest 
rate increases have achieved their aim of 
slowing the demand ride as well. But where 
there is sustained, nan-inflationary growth 
it is a fact that higher prices will also be 
penalised by lower demand. 

The Pru won’t find 
it easy to be a bank 

T he insurance industry has moved far more 
slowly into banking than the banks have 
moved the other way into insurance. One sim- 
ple reason for this, which enthusiasts for Pru- 
dential's move into direct banking by 
telephone should remember, is that bank- 
ing is capital-intensive and the clearing 
banks arc generally much bigger and have 
a lot more capital than insurers. 

This capital intensity is not because of the 


machinery and equipment - indeed tele- 
phone banking has got rid of the need for 
branches and cut some of the entry costs for 
newcomers -but because of the scale of the 
funds that central banks insist must be ded- 
icated to supporting the basic business of 
banking. A big clearing bank must put up at 
least £8 of its own capital to back every £100 
of lending, to ensure there is money avail- 
able to pay depositor if loans go sour. A 
smal ler start-up banking operation such as 
the Pro's may well have to find twice as much 
before the supervisors will let it loose on the 
public. That capital is expensive to service. 

The Pru’s immediate ambition seems to 
be to persuade customers for its maturing 
investment products to keep their money in 
the organisation by depositing it with the in- 
house bank. Whether customers will prefer 
to trust their savings to a little bank, even 
with the Pru’s brand name, rather than a big 
clearer or building society is open to ques- 
tion. Short-term deposits arc fickle and 
chase the best rates advertised in the Sat- 
urday persona] finance columns. 

Even if that works, for the Pru to move 
onwards to become a serious lending bank 
-with all the risksthat brings - is of another 
order of difficulty altogether. The Pru's ini- 
tiative is an interesting new development in 
the financial services marketing war. But the 
company has certainly not stumbled on the 
insurance industry's answer to Direct Line, 
Royal Bank of Scotland's devastating 
onslaught on the insurance markets. 
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Sharp fall in optimism 
prompts CBI warning 


Boddington chief due for £500,000 







DIANE COYLE 

Economics Correspondent 


timism since Britain tumbled 
out of the European exchange 
rate mechanism in 1992 con- 
firms the slowdown in manu- 
facturing, according to a 
Confederation of British In- 
dustry survey. 

Andrew Buxton, chairman of 
the CBI's economic affairs com- 
mittee, sai± ‘The slowdown in 
growth indicated by the survey 
result is a warning signal.” 

The quarterly survey of in- 
dustrial trends m manufactur- 
ing showed the balance affirms 
reporting higher output was 
the lowest for two years. New 
orders also increased at their 
slowest rate for two years. In- 
vestment intentions have fallen 
since last quarter. 

However, Mr -Buxton-cau* 
tioned against over-reaction: 
“We are certainly not talking 
about a recession.” Output and 
orders were still rising, with 
growing exports off -setting the 
dip in home demand. The con- 
ditions for sustained recovery 
were still in place, he said. 

The CBI would nevertheless 
tike base rates to fall after the 
Budget- “'We do not want a Bud- 
get that cuts taxes so much it 
puts upward pressure on inter- 
est rates,” Mr Buxton said. 

Andrew Smith, the Shadow 


Managers 
pay £55m 
for Golden 
Wonder 

NIGEL COPE - 

Golden Wonder, one of the 
UK’s best-known brands of 
crisps, has teen sold to its man- 
agement for £54. 6m. The deal 
, includes the Wotsits, Nik Naks 
and Wheat Crunchies brands as 
well as those sold under super- | 
market own labels. 

The buyout of the Golden 
Wonder snacks business is be- 
ing backed by Legal & General . 
Ventures and led by Clive 
Sharpe, formerly a director of 
Golden Wonder and chief es- 
ecutive of Homepride Foods. 

Once a powerful force in the 
snacks business. Golden Won- 
der bas been struggling in the 
so-called “crisp wars" where 
Walken, part of PepsiCo and 
KP, owned by the beleaguered 
United Biscuits group, are the 
dominant players. The increas- 
ing buying power of the super- 
market groups whose own-label 
crisps have been taking share 
has added to the squeeze. 

The industry- has been 
plagued by over-capacity and a 
price war that saw the price of 
a supermarket six-pack of crisps 
fell to just 29p at one stage last 
year. Golden Wonder made 
profits of £9m on sales of £150m _ 
in the year to June and had net 
assets of £72m. 

The sale complei«Dalgety;s 
disposal of its consumer busi- 
nesses, which Were put on the 
block in February! This fol- 
lowed the company’s. £700m 
acquisition of •- the European 
pet food businesses of Quaker 
Foods. Dalgety has raised 
£ 293 m from the disposal pro- 
gramme.? It had already^ sold 
Homepride sauces for £58m 
andthe Pot Noodles hot snacks 
business forflSOm. . 

. Dalgety shares rose- 5p to 
422p. . 
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chief secretary to the Tieasury, 
saidr“Tbe fact that the CBI sur- 
vey shows businesses scaling 
bade on Investment suggests 
that the sustainability of the re- 
covery will be hiL" 

The survey showed confi- 
dence lias Men for the second 
quarter in a row, with an espe- 
cially sharp dip in! big -compa- 
nies’ optimism. The balancb of 
firms reporting more optimism 
over those feeling less opti- 
mistic was minus 11, compared 
with plus 13 six months ago! 

The sharp fell in corporate 
feelgood reflects slower growth 
in export orders and a fall in do- 
mestic orders -both lower than 
the expectations reported in the 
last CBI survey. 

Tbtal new orders have in- 
creased at the slowest rate for 
two years. A positive balance of 
21 per cent of firms reported 


£5*M r ?&l ri.’sfc**. 

higher export orders, down 
from record levels set earlier tins 
year, and a negative balance of 
minus 3 per cent in the case of 
domestic orders. 

Plans, to invest in new plant 
and equipment remain-positive, 
but have fallen back. A positive 
balance of 12 per cent of firms 
inl£i^to5pejmmiorein.tteyear 
ahead, down from 17 per cent 
in July. Ian Shephcrdson, an 
economist at HSBC Markets, 
said it was disappointing to see 
falling investment expectations. 

Levels of stocks increased for 
the second quarter running. 
Mr Buxton said a stocks build- 
up could depress output in fu- 
ture. Employment in 
manufacturing rose slightly dur- 
ing the past three months, the 
first increase reported since 
mid- 1989. However, compa- 
nies expect the long-term fall in 


employment to resume over 
the coming four months. 

The survey brought better 
news on prices which rose at the 
slowest rate for a year, and by 
less than expected. The balance 
of firms that raised prices over 
those. that cut them fell to 9 per 
cent from much higher' levels 
earlier in the year. - .-»£■_ • - 

The weaker-jthan-expected 
results led some CSty analysts fo 
revive the case for lower base 
rates. Simon Briscoe, at£fidco 
Europe, said: “The B£d&of 
Englandwffltehard-pres^ffito 
whip up inflation worried after 
this survey. The case has now 
been made for policy-easing 
over the next year." 

The gflts market reacted 
favourably to the weak CBI sur- 
vey, dosing slightly higher. But 
trading was quiet in advance of 
today's £3bn auction. 


RUSSELL HOTTEN 

Alan Smith, m anaging director 

of Boddington, is in line for a 
pay-off of more than £500,000 
after four months' work at the 
pubs- to-nursing homes group. 

He is expected to leave fol- 
lowing the completion next 
month of Green alls’ £5 18m 
agreed takeover of Boddington. 

Hubert Reid, chairman of 
Boddington, is to become non- 
executive director of Greenalls, 
but the company says it has not 
made a decision on the future 
of the other directors. 

' However, MrSmith, and the 
finance director, Alan Rothwell, 
are not expected to Stay. 

Greenalls will have to honour 
existing contracts, and its offer 
document says it vrifl buy out all 
un exercised share options. 

This means directors and 
employees could collect up to 
£8m, with Mr Reid due to re- 
ceive about £1.4m. 

Mr Smith moved to Bod- 
dington in June from Kingfish- 
er’s DIY chain, B&Q, where be 
was manage director, to bring 
some retail experience to the 
pubs group. 

He is paid £165,000 a year 
and has a two-year contract, and 
will also cash in under a bonus 
scheme tinked to Boddington's 
financial performance. 

. UndeTttae executive share op- 
tion scheme, Mr Smith holds 
129,411 options at 225p, though 
they would not normally be ex- 
erasable until 1998. At Green-, 
alls’ bid price of 412p a share, 
the opticas are worth £203,000. 

Greenalls' offer document 



A profitable four months: Alan Smith, managing director of Boddington 


says: “If the offer becomes un- 
conditional, Greenalls intends 


to participants in the Bodding- 
ton share option scheme in re- 
spect of options which remain 
.unexe rased.” 

About 500 jobs are expected 
to be lost at Boddington under 
Greenalls’ plan to dose four of- 
fices in the Warrington area and 


One-stop advice: Minister rejects criticism as Business Links prepare to expand to 240 offices 

Small business help network goes national 


PETER RODGERS 

Business Editor 

The Government has raised its 
target for new Business links 
offices— one-stop advice centres 
for small businesses -to at least 
240 to be open by next March. 

Richard Page, the small firms 
minister at the Department of 
Hade and Industry, said the 
project was new ready to be put 
on a national footing as a net- 
work with coverage through" 
the whole of England. 

Mr Rage, in an interview with 
the Independent, rejected criti- 
cisms of the effectiveness of 
Business lanks as “unfair and 
impatient”, because so few of 
the 140 offices now set up had 
been fully commissioned for 
more than a year. 

• Those that had settled down, 
such as the Birmingham Busi- 
ness link, were producing 
“superb” stories about their 
help to business locally. 

“We certainly have not got 
140 fully up to speed detivenng 
every sendee to The efficiency we 
would want to see. Some have 
just opened their doom and 
London is not even up and run- 
ning," Mr Pagesaid. 

He wanted the sendee' to te 
operating nationally and work- 
ing to high common standards ■ 
before critics should be allowed 
to make judgements about per- 
formance. . 

Mr Page promised there 
would be strict monitoring of 
service standard. The DTI also 
planned to employ “mystery 



Setting the pace: Richard Page (right) praises Birmingham Business Link, where Alan Dow has 8,000 clients 


ness managers to test Business 
l inks offices. 

The Business .links be$an 
with a small number of pilot 
projects in 1993, budding to 100 
offices this spring. The current 
total of‘140 is expected to ex- 
pand ifay another 100 by the end 
- pfthA fmatreml year. Earlier this 
year the DT7 estimated that the 

number would reach 200 by the 

end of .1995. 


The Tinlcs offices, and the 
similar enterprise networks in 
Scotland, are designed to pro- 
vide a angle retail outlet for all 

the DTTs services for small busi- 
ness, as well as those of the 
Chambers of Qmnneree^ Train- 
ing and Enterprise Councils, 
local authorities and other re- 
gionally bared organisations. 

They are* aimed at start-up 
business and existing firms that 
are expanding. The targe tmar- 
' ket is firms with at least 10 em- 
ployees. .Until recently, small 
businesses have bad to go to a 
confusingly large number of 
reunces for help and advice. 

The TECs and other bodies 
involved are acting as partners 
with the DTI in the individual 
Business Links. But, in some 
, areas there are reports of seri- 
' ous teething troubles, such as 
disagreements over demarca- 
tion lines between the new of- 
fices and the older organisations 
ifrni originally provided some of 
the services. 


Chambers of Commerce say 
Business Links should be re- 
garded as retail outlets for 
small firm support services and 
should not take over a wider 
role as representatives of local 
business. 

Mr Page said that because of 
the embryonic state of many of 
the BusmessLinks, the DTI had 
held back from a national cam- 
paign to promote the service, 
and marketing bad been done 
only at a local level where in- 
dividual offices were up and 
running. 

The national launch of the 
service is to be announced next 
Thesday in a presentation at the 
Queen Elizabeth H conference 
centre in London fay Ian Lang, 
President of the Board of 
Trade. 

The Business Links will em- 
ploy at least 600 personal busi- 
ness advisers and about 200 
specialists, including about 80 
export-advisers, of whom eight 
are already in place. The other 


advisers will have expertise in 
design, innovation and tech- 
nology and Mr Page said he 
wanted the Business Links to 
wort dorety with dealing banks 
and other local sources of 
finance. 

He also wanted to them to 
become increasingly indepen- 
dent of state aid, by charging for 
their services: ‘T want them to 
be businesslike.” 

The DTI predicts that the 
total turnover of the Business 
Links offices will be about 
£100m a year by 1998-99, of 
which 20 to 25 percent will be 
fee income from small firms - 
a proportion Mr Page wants to 
increase in subsequent years. 

Earlier this year, the DTI an- 
nounced an extra £100m of 
funding for government advice 
services to be delivered through 
Business Links, spread over, 
four years from the 1995-96 
financial year. 

The Birmingham Business 
Link, one of the pilot projects, 


now has turnover of £7m, of 
which about 25 per cenL is al- 
ready in the form of contribu- 
tions from clients rather than 
the Government. 

Birmingham has 130 staff, of 
. whom 26 are employed directly. 
The rest are advisers operating 
under contract and staff sec- 
onded from Tecs, Birmingham 
City Council the Chamber of 
Commerce and the West Mid- 
lands government offices. 

Alan Dow, chief executive of 
the Birmingam Business Link, 
said that until 8,000 clients, the 
organisation had reached the 
stage where it could in theory 
even be privatised and survive, 
though that would restrict the , 
range of services to those that ' 
were economic on a fee charg- j 
ing basis. 

Other services the govern- 
ment is keen to see provided to 
small businesses on a subsidised 
basis might have to be dropped 
if the organisation were to be 
fully self supporting. 


half the 44 wholesale depots in 
North-west England. The plan 
is to save about £18m a year. 

In addition to paying the 
£8m or so to buy out the Bod- 
dington options, Greenalls feces 
reorganisation costs of about 
£23m. Mounting the bid wifi 
cost about £16m. 

Both groups, whose com- 
bined value will be about 


£1 J5bn, disposed of their brew- 
eries as the industry restruc- 
tured following the Monopolies 
and Mergers Commission re- 
port in 1988. 

They have made good prof- 
its thanks to the over-supply of 
brewing capacity. But the merg- 
er is necessary to maintain the 
pubs' purchasing power as the 
brewers rationalise capacity. 
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Wolseley profit tap springs leak 


It is a shame that Jeremy Lancaster, 
who has been crying wolf for as long 
as anyone can remember, looks like 
having his eternal pessimism proved 
right in his Iasi year as chairman and 
managing director of Wolseley. 

The Eevore of the building materi- 
als sector’ he regularly accompanies 
stunning profits growth with a warn- 
ing that U cannot last. 

This year, however, he was un- 
equivocal - profits at the world's lead- 
ing plumbers merchant will be no 
higher in Ihc year to July 19% than th^ 
were in the period just reported. 

His gloomy prognosis, hardly a sur- 
prise at the end of what has been a 
pretty dismal reporting season for all 
the building groups, look the shine off 
otherwise impeccable figures. Profits 
jumped 21 per cent to £24S.4m, struck 
from a 16 per cent increase in sales to 
£3.78bn. Earnings per share of 25.4p 
allowed a well-covered dividend of 
9.8p, both figures 17 per cent higher 
than a year ago. 

Looking ahead, the problems are 
across the board. At home, trading, 
which picked up before last Christmas, 
fell away sharply in the final quarter 
of the "financial year. The_ French 
housing market faDed to revive after 
the presidential elections, while growth 
in Austria slowed and competition in- 
creased since the country joined the 
European Union in January. 

Similar trends emerged in the US, 
where Wolseley has built a sizeable 
chain of 368 plumbing and heating sup- 
ply outlets and 76 lumber depots. Af- 
ter a strong first half, growth tailed off 
worryingly in the second six months. 

That is the bad news. The good is 
that Wolseley enters what it believes 
is only a pause in growth in exceptional 
shape financially. Gearing of 13 per 
cent is inconsequential which means 

11 can continue to bolster fiat under- 
lying markets with growth through ac- 
quisitions. Cash flow is strong and 
return on capital employed an im- 
pressive 20.2 per cent. 

On the basis of flat forecast profits 
this year of £240m and £266 .5m in the 

12 months to July 1997, the shares 
stand on a prospective price/earaings 
ratio for calendar 1996 of just over 12. 
That compares with a sector average 
of 11. a 10 per cent premium that is 
maintained in 1997 when Wolseley’s 
rating of 11.1 times earning? compares 
with the building sector’s 9.8 times. 

That premium rating is probably jus- 
tified given Wolseleys remarkable 
record over the years and after a 20 per 


cent share price decline since March 
1994, the shares look safe enough- With 

three top directors due to retire at the 
same time next July, however, it would 
be surprising if the market didn’t bold 
fire for a while. Unexciting- 


Warning signs 
at McKechnie 


McKechnie has had the look of a well- 
oiled machine of late, shifting deftly 
out of metal bashing and into plastics 
and consumer markets such as curtain 
and shower rails. Profits have been 
boosted by a recovery in demand in 
many of its markets combined with the 
fruits of an acquisition spree over the 
past two years - two Large deals fol- 
lowed by eight smaller purchases have 
kept the momentum going. 

The share price has risen accordingly, 
more than doubling from 192p m 
1990 to more than 454p, justified, at 
first glance, by yesterday’s results Lhat 
looked like more of the same. Pre-tax 
profits were up 28 per cent to£45m on 
sales up a aim tlar amount to £5 32m. 

Unread, the fasteners group ac- 


r, made its first 
-year contribution of£5-6m and the 
plastics division performed strongly 
with profits up from £4m to £14m. 

But there are some warning signs. 
The company said it had noticed a 
“pause in demand” in the current fi- 
nancial year which may lead to slower 
growth in the first halt Perhaps more 
worrying is the sharp setback is the 
Australian housing market where Mc- 
Kechnie has some exposure. 

In addition, McKechnie still achieves 
half its sales and more than half its prof- 
its in the UK, where a recovery in the 
housing and consumer markets is 
proving elusive. McKechnie’s con- 
sumer products division includes busi- 
nesses m curtains, blinds and shelving 
as well as door furniture where it sup- 
plies B&Q. This leaves the company 
exposed to the weak housing market 
which has already hit the DIY r efail - 
ers hard. 

The company plans to redress the 
balance with further growth in Europe 

and North America. Even so the warn- 
ing was enough to knock 12p off the 
shares, which dosed at 442p. 

NatWest Securities is forecasting 
profits of £51 m this year, putting them 
on a forward rating of 12. 


Wolseley : at a glance 


Martet value; £2.07txi. share price 376p 
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That is not demanding but, with the 
outlook for the UK economy uncertain 
and the picture in Australia equally 
cloudy, there is little reason for the 
shares to move any further ahead. High 
enough for now. 

‘Pubs for nice 
people’ do nicely 

It is hard to imagine why anyone 
would want to drink in a place mar- 
keted under the sign ‘'Unspoilt pubs 
for nice people” but the rapid growth 
of Tbm Cobleigh, the Yorkshire and 
East Midlands pub operator, suggests 
the company’s foodrfbeused, family 
offering is pulling the customers in. 

\feiy much a child of the Beer Orders’ 
transformation of the British pub mar- 
ket, Tbm Cobleigh is coining to the mar- 
ket next month with a placing to raise 
about £22m. ft has grown fast since foun- 
dation only three years ago, and now 
boasts 46 managed pubs, under the Tbm 
Cobleigh brand and 36 tenanted sites, 
trading as The Nice Pub Company. 

Typically large, out-of-town sites 
with large car parks, the pubs are based 
on the premise that food sells beer and 
they generate more than a third of 
turnover from the sale of meals, well 
above the average for Britain's 63,000 
pubs. An ambitious opening pro- 
gramme should see up to 18 pubs a year 
added for the foreseeable future. 

Rapid growth has been reflected in 


Gearing (%) 



91 92 93 94 95 


Share price 

POKS 



90 81 92 93 -94 


from a £52,000 loss in the year to March 
1993 to a profit of £L6m from sales of 
£14.Sm in the latest full year. In thesis 
months to the end of September, 
profits jumped again to £1.04m from 
sales of £9 15m. 

The company sets great store by staff 
training and has an imaginative ap- 
proach to motivation, including cash 
bemuses for appropriate responses to 
staff observers (m^pmg into other pubs 
posing as customer. Tne success of the 
formula is reflected in strong growth 
in turnover per pub and return on 
caphal. 

If Cobleigh is half as successful as 
JD Wetherspoon and Regent Inns, 
shareholders will be well rewarded. It 
is encouraging that EAC, the venture 
capital backer which will own 50 per 
cent of the shares after flotation, is 
holding onto its stake after first deal- 
ings on 23 November. Worth looking 
at when the price is announced. 


Simon Pin com be C I T \ 


True love and bubbly at 
a 



A Virgin long-hanl crew 
quakes in its boots knowing 
mat the bearded one will 
shortly have their gats for 
garters. There has bera the 
most appalling mid-air blun- 
der and Richard Branson is 
about to go ballistic. 

What was surely a rare 
chance' to impress turned into 
a public relations disaster 
when Nick Bemheim, a Los 
Armeies screenwriter, board- 
ed Vngin’s Dallas to London 
flight with fais girlfriend, Eliz- 
abeth Utz. Doubtless im- 
pressed by the legroom (“if 
your feet touch the seat m. 
front you’re on the wrong 
plane”) Mr Bemheim was 
overcome with a strong desire 
to propose marriage. 

Mrs Elizabeth Bemheim 
(screenwriters know how to 
woo) takes up the tale. “It 
was ldnda nice,” she says. “It 
is my first time to Europe and 
I was watching cartoons or 
something when Nicky sud- 
denly proposed. I started cry- 
ing, I guess, and the women 
next to us heard it all and told 
the steward.” 

So far, so good. The cap- 
tain duly relayed the engage- 
ment over the cabin radio and 
there followed a thunderous 
ovation throughout the fuse- 
lage. A Virgin steward was 
dispatched to the happy cou- 
ple with half a bottle of cham- 
pagne. The moment was 
complete. Well that is untfi 
the steward reappeared with 
a bill for £4.95 and presented 
it to the startled woman in . 
the next seat “We were just 
so embarrassed,” ex plains 
Mrs Bemheim from her hon- 
eymoon suits in Paris. Nei- 
ther would the romantic 
accept reimbursement. 



Branson salute: that'll be £4.95 please! Photograph: PA 


A stiff letter is on its way to 
the master balloonist 

Still, the Virgin incident 
could pale into insignificance, 
compared with the expected 
revolt at KLM. 
Dutch Airlin es intro- 
duces a smoking ban on all 
its European flights on 29 
October. According to Bu- 
reau Voorlichting Thbak, a 
not-entirely-unbiased tobac- 
co lobby, this will result in a 
quarter of all Dutch passen- 
gers switching to another air- 
line. KLM is unbowed, 
claiming that its BOn-smok- 
ing policy will attract more 
passengers than it loses. 
Probably from Virgin. 

Tomorrow sees the launch of 
the keenly awaited Corporate 
Strategies of the Top 100 UK 
'the Future. 
d by McGrow IBB, 


The casting of the film of the Barings disaster is proving to be 
trickier than at first thought. Onr sources in the Frankfort . 
slammer report that Nick Leeson, architect of tbe £Um 
brouhaha, is not happy at the suggestion of Hugh Grant for 
the lead. For that matter he is not wild about Miranda 
Richardson in the s up p ortin g role of his betoved wife, daim- 
ing that she is too old. 

The actor Mr Leeson thinks will best portray him is Nick 
Berry; the saturnine former Eastenders star. As for the role of 
Ms Leeson, we are happy to screen hopeftils for a fee. 


the seminal work has been 
compiled by the Corporate 
Research Foundation, work- 
ing in cahoots with a platoon 
of Financial Times hacks. It 
was due out in April 
- The surprise among the 
predictable entries - Marks & 
Spencer, British Airways, 
Glaxo Wellcome and Rentok- 
il - is Davies Arnold Cooper, 
the law firm best known lor 
working with victims of the 
Piper Alpha disaster, the 
Hillsborough tragedy and the 
Bradford football stadium 
fire. Led by the never know- 
ingly undersold David Mack- 
intosh (be of the Oxford 
Union debates et aL) the firm 
now boasts annual fee income 
of£30m. 

The burning ; question is 
why the delay in publication? 
Some have suggested that it 
was to allow further research 
on Pearson. Unhappily the 
FT owner is still not included. 

Seen in the window of the 
Nextep employment agency 
in London’s Coopers Row: 

“Russian-speaking PA to 
MDir of Russian Oil compa- 
ny, SW1 -£16K. Free bottle 
of vodka to 1st applicant to 
walk thru the door.” 


Rees could be forced to split up 


MARY FAGAN 
Industrial Correspondent 

Offer, the electricity watchdog, 
warned that the regional elec- 
tro ty companies might in future 
be forced to split their supply 
operations - in which they sell 
to the customer - from the dis- 
tribution of electricity over the 
wires. Professor Stephen Little- 
child, director-general of Offer, 
said he would consider such a 
separation in preparation for 
competition in the domestic 
market in 1998. 

The threat to the fundamen- 
tal structure of the industry 
emerges in Professor Litile- 
chikfs response to the recent re- 


port from the Trade and In- 
dustry Select Committee on 
the electricity sector. 

Professor Littlechild said: 
“In the context of the 1998 dis- 
cussions I shall be considering 
whether to take further steps to 
require the greater separation 
of the Rees’ distribution and 
supply activities. U would be 
open to me to make reference 
to the Monopolies and Merg- 
ers Commission if 1 were to con- 
clude that the present position 
is against the public interest-” 

The regulator’s comments 
come at a sensitive time in the 
industry, which is in the throes 
of a wave of takeovers. Bids for 
three regional firms have suc- 


ceeded in recent months and 
planned acquisitions by North 
West Witer, National Power 
and PowerGen are awaiting 
regulatory clearance. 

Any sign that Professor 
littlechild is considering radi- 
cal changes in the businesses of 
the regional companies could be 
seen as deterrent for further 
bids. Investors in the industry 
are still smarting from his un- 
expected decision earlier this 
year to re-open price controls 
agreed only months previously. 

The responses to the Select 
Committee also show that the 
Government may consider 
I the gas and electricity 
irs, Ofgas and Offer, 


after 1998 when domestic com- 
petition in both markets is in 
place. But the Government 
stresses that there s no case for 
a merger until that time and also 
rejects the suggestion that a reg- 
ulatory panel rather than an in- 
dividual watchdog would be 
more effective in each industry. 

The Government also at- 
tacks the committee's call to im- 
pose a duty on regulators to give 
reasons for the decisions they 
make. “The Government es- 
chews unnecessary regulation. 
It therefore sees no need for a 
formal requirement [on the 
regulators] to do what, as a mat- 
ter of good working practice, 
they do already.” 


Montedison-Gemina merger collapses 


ANDREW GUM8EL 

Rome 

Italy's most ambitious merger 
plan in years, the creation of a 
giant industrial conglomerate 
through the fusion of the loss- 
making Mumctiison-Fcmizzi 
group with the holding com- 
pany, Gem inn, has collapsed fol- 
lowing the launch of a judicial 


investigation into Gemma’s ac- 
counting practices. 

In a severe blow to the pres- 
tige of Italian business leaders 
involved in the deal including 
Gianni Agnelli chairman of 
Fiat, Gemma announced laic on 
Monday night that it was post- 
poning the merger indefinitely 
because market conditions were 
not right 
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At the same time, Montedi- 
son’s financial arm, Ferfin, an- 
nounced it was seeking more 
than Ll.OOObn (£35 1.4m) in 
new capital -a signal that it was 
already looking for other solu- 
tions to its debt problems. 

The derision to create Italy’s 
second-largest industrial con- 
glomerate, producing every- 
thing from chemicals to 
encj^lopediass caused a sensa- 
tion when it was announced in 
September because it had been 
negotiated in secret and con- 
centrated considerable power in 
the hands of a few players - 
among them Mr Agnelli and 
Enrico Cucria, the 87-year-old 
honorary chairman of Medio- 
banca, the merchant bank. 

The deal was never popular 
with smaller shareholders, who 
considered they had been used 
as pawns in a high-level power 


game, and raised eyebrows 
among international investors 
who questioned the wisdom of 
creating a loss-making behe- 
moth when large confederates 
are going out of fashion. 

The severest blow came two 
weeks ago, when Milan magis- 
trates announced they were 
placing 10 senior Gemma ex- 
ecutives under inyest^ation for 
irregularities, including an 
L800bn hole in the accounting 
figures for the past 18 months. 
The investigation is continuing. 

Gemma's share price, which 
had stood at L908 at the time 
of the merger announcement, 
has dropped in the past six 
weeks to about L600- creating 
serious arithmetical problems in 
the nuts and bolts of the merg- 
er. A temporary postponement 
had already been announced a 
week ago. 




in 


scrapes 

vote called by rebel shareholders 


DAVID HELUER 

The board of Scholl the health- 
care products group, narrowly 
survived a crucial vote called by 
rebel shareholders at an ill-tem- 
pered extraordinary meeting 
yesterday. 

The meeting was called by a 
group of dissident shareholders 
Who want the company to sell 
itself and who proposed that 
three of their representatives 
should replace three current 
board members. 

The dissident shareholders 
won 4L9 per cent support for 
the resolution that would have 
led to the new board appoint- 
ments and 40.5 per cent of the 
vote for the one that would have 
resulted in the three board 
members being deposed. Both 
votes required a majority. 

Gordon Stevens, chairman, 
started the meeting by calling 
for questions on the resolutions 
and then tried to stymie Brian 
Myerson, a director of the UK 

Active Value Fund and one of 

the rebd shareholders, when Mr 
Myerson said peace talks held 
before the meeting had broken 
down due to the “intransigence 
of the board". 

Mr Stevens told him a broad- 
ranging speech was not appro- 
priate for the meeting, before 
giving way to him on condition 
he (fid not give “a long tirade”, 
and that he kept to the narrow 
subject of the resolutions. 

After a couple of «nfnntp< of 
heated exchanges between the 
two men another shareholder 
declared: “Mr Myerson’s re- 


marks are entirely appropriate. 
You ought to hear the debate.” 

Mr Myerson, encouraged by 
this, said the board had b^n ve- 
hemently opposed to estab- 
lishing whether the business 
would be worth more if it were 
sold to a third party. Its struc- 
tural fault was its nigh distrib- 
ution costs. 

Mr Myerson said the board’s 
behaviour had been question- 
able. “Why concentrate on per- 
sonal attacks on ourselves, with 
the hiring of private investiga- 
tors? We are not going away, we 
will intenafy our campaign,” he 
promised. 

After Mr Myerson sat down, 
Julian Tneger, his colleague and 
fellow director of the UK Ac- 
tive Value Fund, took to the 
floor and immediately dashed 
with the Scholl chairman over 
whether Mr Stevens had earli- 
er confirmed to him that he had 
received takeover approaches. 

“I would not have talked to 
you about something like that 
under airy circumstances,” Mr 
Stevens fomed. 

“I attempted to explain to you 
that I found your analysis su- 
perficial in the extreme. Please 
do not put words into my 
mouth," he added. “I am side 
and tired of these innuendoes 
you and your group describe.” 

Mr Teger said be and the feL 
low dissident shareholders, who 

own just more than 15 per cent 
in Sicholl, cared very much 
about the company. “We have 
a £23m investment, far larger 
than yours,” he told the board. 

The UKActive \fehie Fund’s 



Stormy meeting: Gordon Stevens, chairman of Scholl 


average purchase price is be- 
lieved to be under 170p a share, 
so it is showing a healthy prof- 
it so for. Yesterday Scholl shares 
dosed down 5p at 210p. 

It emerged yesterday that 
the Scholl board had made 
last-minute attempts to cancel 
the meeting by auegbag there 
was a taimkal problem with the 
resolutions that prevented them 
from being put to the meeting. 

A lawyer for the rebels said 
he was contacted by the com- 
pany 22 hours before the meet- 
ing and told there were legal 
objections to the resolutions. 
The UK Active Wue Fund then 
arranged for a meeting with a 
judge m the Company Court to 
try to get a mandatory injunc- 


tion to force the board to put 
the resolutions to shareholders, 
when the board backed down. 

After the meeting the Scholl 
chairman said he hoped the 
management would be allowed 
to drive forward the company’s 
staUegywithaut further cost and 
distraction. Mr Stevens said 
during the meeting that the 
rebel shareholder affair had cost 
the company about £500,000 in 
additional costs. 

One board director said it had 
taken up 14 hours a day for 
seven weeks. 

In spite of the rebels’ defeat, 
the board wifi, continue discus- 
sions with JO Hambro & Part- 
ners with a view to appointing 
a non-executive director. 
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Takeover spotlight turns on vulnerable CE Heath 
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There is a gro wing suspicion 
that CE Heath, one of the 
City’s hard-pressed insurance 
brokers, is set to become the 
subject of corporate activity. 

The sadly neglected shares 
suddenly came to life, ctimb- 
ing 8p (after lip) to ISSJj in, 
for what has become a tired 
and wil ting stock market con- 
stituent, busy tra ding. 

to then' low.Thrir^ ^ 517p 
readied four years ago, is but 
a distant memory for long- 
standing shareholders, ; 

The group has been hit by 
tough trading in the insurance 
market, the Lloyd's of London 

dia<Hff as toH ay fall wig pub- 
lic confidence in the hie and 
pensions industry. 

It is clearfy vulnerable to a 
takeover strike, with an over- 


seas group the. most likely 
predator. James* 


.putting 




i Capel, p 
a break-up value of 240p cat die 
shares, helped stoke up bid 
hopes. 


But h is the feeling that the 
first signs of a revival are de- 
tectable at the battered broker 
windi has created the current 
round of interest. And if the 
dividend is held, as some ex- 
pect, the shares are returning 
more than 13 per cent. 

Heath has been cutting its 
overheads and drawing in 
ntuch-neededcashthion^has- 
set sates. On Monday it realised 
£16m from its 50 per cent 
hokhng in a Hong Kong group. 

Earner, it unloaded an Aus- 
tralian interest for £28.7m. 

There are suggestions its 
telesales broking operation is 
making unexpectedly strong 
headway, but it is the possibility 
Heath is edging nearer to 
floating its computer side that 
could provide the mam impe- 
tus. In current market condit- 
ions its Datasure and Peter- 
borough Software offshoots 
could command a rich price. 

The rest of the market sim- 
ply went through the motions 



MARKET REPORT 


DEREK PAIN 


awaiting today’s £3bn govern- 
ment stock auction but, nev- 
ertheless, appreciating the 
rather calm er conditions in 
the foreign exchange markets 
and a firm New York opening. 
Gilts gave farther ground. 

Tbe FT-SE 100 index moved 
narrowly, ending 3.8 points 
higher at 3,5353. 

Glaxo Wellcome followed 
Monday's upsurge with an 8-5p 
(after 22p) gain to 857-5p. 
Drug second-liners were back 
in demand, with Celltech and 
Oxford Molecular sought-after. 

Ranbi also had their fana, 
with Merrill Lynch said to be 
positive. The latest US take- 
over excitement contributed, 

helping tn Kft ulrwHy hwiriy 


timates of the cash inflow Na- 
tional Westminster Bank will 

achieve from the planned sale 
of its American banking side. 
NatWest gained 14_5p to 
65 Up. Standard Chartered, 
up l4p at499p, also gathered 
support on revived takeover 
and Bank of Scotland 
forward 2Ap to 25 8p. 
idential Corporation’s 
planned move into direct bank- 
ing did not, as might have 
been expected, , have an in- 
hibiting impact on the sector. 
Indeed, it prompted thoughts 
BAT Industries could feel the 
need to round off its financial 

Side with a hawking buy. 

T&N was ruffled try more as- 
bestos worries, skidding 6p to 


160p. Holliday Chemicals, 
meeting analysis, rose 8p to 
I94p. Caradov, the building 
materials group, was heavily 
traded, stidting at 198p. 

Northern Foods again edged 
forward. The shares improved 
2p to 186p in often brisk trad- 
ing. The cto up, which has 
found trading difficult, 
met City investors but the nag- 
ging feeling that corporate ac- 
tion lurks is continuing to 
influence the price. 

Acorn Computer gained 5p 
to 15 8p and Magnum Power, 
reflecting a new patent for 
protecting computer data if 
there is a power failure, 
jumped 26p to 142p. 

Magnolia, a loss-making 
picture frame group, plunged 
lip to 29p as Northampton Ao- 
qmsitians bid 27p a share. Tbe 
offer is already past the post, 
with shareholders representing 
58.47 per cent of Magnolia 
accepting. 

Northamber, a distributor of 


computer hardware and soft- 
ware, jnmped 16p to 211p. 
Hopes are riding high the 
group will produce a sharp 
profits improvement There 
has been markat talk sales are 
r unning significantly ahead 
of budget and Tim Steer at 
Merrill Lynch is looking for 
half-year profits, due in De- 
cember, of £1.4m, up from 
£500,000 last year. 

First Leisure Corporation 
blissfully ignored the NatWest 
Securities profit downgrade, 
gaining 5p to 328p. 

Middlesex, winch has an- 
nounced a joint venture with 
KIZ to cover exploration of its 
Nevada properties, is expect- 
ed to strengthen its board to- 
day with a significant 
appointment. The snares held 
at&25p. 

MUlgate returned to market 
at 19p with the nil-paid shares 
moving from 5p to 7p. It has 
been the subject of a reverse 
takeover. 


QFIantation & General, for- 
merly called Chfflington Cor- 
poration, edged forward 3p to 
60p. Interim figures are doe 
tomorrow. They are expected 
to show a sharp advance on 
last time’s £971,000. But the 
results could be; 


panted 


try an announcement that tbe 
group has sold a 1,000- 
hectare property in Indonesia 
for approaching £10m. Most 
likely buyer is the Indonesian 
government. P&G has been 
reshaping; earlier this year it 
floated its Langdon Foods 
offshoot. 


CJIlie signalled takeover bid 
for Casket, the deeply trou- 
bled cyde maker; should soon 
materialise. The offer; from 
another quoted company, is 
flkefy to be around last 
night’s 7p dose. The group 
suffered losses of £l23m, 
largely due to problems at Its 
Goman offshoot, which went 
bankrupt earlier this yean 
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Bad blood over 
Hailing drug use 


Britain's horses will dear quar- 
antine here this morning with 
their Breeders’ Cup e liars es- 
tablished: Hailing will run on 
Lasix, Lake Collision on car- 
rots. 

The former’s reliance on the 
drug for the first time in his rao- 
mg career at Belmont Park on 
Saturday will upset the tradi- 
tionalist back in Blighty. But the 
harsh realists of New York be- 
lieve the colt needs medication 
and a substantial head start if 
he is to make a race of the Clas- 
sic with Cigar. 

The thought that Cigar’s un- 
interrupted sequence of 11 vic- 
tories is about to be terminated 
is not even a speck in the col- 
lective mind of the locals. If 
poshed to look beyond a win- 
ner they suggest Peaks And \hl- 
leys will beat Hailing for the 
runner’s- up vacancy. 

Given its venal reputation, it 
is something of a surprise that 
New York took until last month 
to open itself up pharmaceuti- 
cally in Hue with the rest of rac- 
ing America. As Cigar has had 
more pins in him that a porcu- 
pine (he runs on both Lasix and 
Bute;, the men behind Hailing 
insist their horse must do the 
same if he. is to compete with 
any great significance. 

Simon Crisfbrd, the racing 
manager of Godolphin, 
H ailing’s owners, admitted yes- 
terday that the chestnut need- 
ed Lasix for more than a morale 

Carla raises 
Cecil’s hopes 
for Classics 

A record-breaking performance 
by Henry CetiTs filly Lady Car- 
la at Ldcesteryesterday put her 
into contention for Classic suc- 
cess next year. She runs in the 
colouis ofWafic Said, who also 
owns the Cecil- trained Bosra 
Sham, favourite for next year’s 
1000 Guineas. 

Lady Carla was having in her 
first race yesterday, but 
stretched clear in the closing 
stages of the Hoby Maiden 
Stakes to win by four lengths ' 
from General Macartbur in 1 
min 34.5sec. nearly one and a 
half seconds faster than the pre- 
vious record for a two-year-old 
over a mile at Leicester.' East 
groung and a strong tailwind 
certainly helped. 

Pat Eddery, who rode her 
yesterday, said: “I know Mr Ce- 
di likes her a Jot and I think she 
could be an Oaks filly next 
year, whereas Bosra Sham is a 
speed filly." 


RACING RESULTS 


LEICESTER 

3L45: 1. TOORDIS (KDatej/) 7-1:2. BlM! 
Sued* Hoofl* 14-1: 3. lAnkm 50-1. tt 
ran. 10-11 few Demond Baach. 1V>. sfH-hd. 
[P MaMn). Tote £7.50; CLIO, £2J50. 
£&60. Dim Forecast £78.70. CSF1 £91-37. 
Trto: £213.20. Non Rumen pqMv Lady. 

2J5: 1. TONVS QOT (Pane 07WQ 2-1 
fey; 2. Dr 0*0*1 16-1; a Burnt Stamm 
14-1. 20 ran. 2. W. (R Hamm). TWm ££36 
£120. £2.40, £4.80. DF: £11.50. CSF: 
£32-48. Tno: £5L90. 

2.45: L LADY CMUA (Pat Bfctay) 5-2; 
2. amend Itacmltiur 16-1; a. TmMfek25- 
1, 12 m. 9-4 fay Kayaotn. 4. 3VL (H Co- 
ed). Itote £3.40; £L50, £6-00, £920. DF; 
£6620. CSF: £4136. Tria OS2 4a Non 
Runrmn CtrauveOn. 

015: J. SECRET ALV (B DoyteUO-1; S- 
Zgtffco 11-4 fev; 3. Star Manager 14-1. IS 
«. ML 1W. (C Mtefl.Tote £1530; £520, 
£1.70. £420. DF: £2320. CSF: £37,64. Tit- 
cast: £36322. TrtK £8LS0. 

3.46: 1. LOVELY LYCA (R HOB) SI: 2. 
BlmlMUMa 2-1 (h; a Mttcr 11-2. 9 mo. 
Vi, 4. U HUS). Tote £6.10: £1:70, £140, 
£1.40. OF: £7.70. CSF: £1426, Tno: 
fra in 

4J5: 3_ RIVAL HID lArntreto bawora) 6- 
1: 2. S EWtador 5-1: a OucidnC 16-1. 14 
■ML 9-2 lav Thames Skta. V*. nk. (MmN 
Macaulay). Tote £5.00; £2.50. £1-60. 

DF: £27.00. CSF: £37.16 Trtcasc 
£43227. Wo: £38820. NR: BreydOft FCf- 
est, Da Oorff, HaMM* PWdL Rodt the Bar- 
ney. Jackpot: £86.48610 ( £60.90727 to 
Yarmouth today}. P ta ca pate £2262-30- 
ApfT"* mx won (£28528 ID Yarmouth). 
Place 6: £38627. Plaea Bt £6526 
REDCAR 

a mstm job. cs Matonejj s-s 

2. Itaa ToT*te 7-4 far, a ComfciM Qom* 
6-1- JU.nat.hd, IV*. (MW Easwt^Tote 
£630; £126 £120. £140. DP. £7 26 CSFi 
£13.05. TritS £16-10. ‘ 

2.00: X. TIMES OF TIMES [C RUTffiO 8- 
ii aunm To Hy 30-t 3. Baas Wvw^f 
tar 4v Sandbiattar 8-1. 20 ran. 3, sht-M. - 
ff R^TOtTcS-TO: £220, £5.70. 
S-30 £2.00. DFl £78.76 CSft E1SL49. 
Trtcssc £454.15. Dta £26720. 

22ft a SWBAIWZ (ORutttri.&lf tw ?• 
mm story 9-1; a GOO** ■**■«*- 
13 ran. MM. 

£226 £126 DF: £1626 CSF: £1222. TWtx 

fp 4Q 

326 1. ANOTHER TWE (W WOda j-2 

colw;aTtao«tai3-^0M»WftT 

v 2 . Ptaa RWge Lad 11-1; a Mtwtam 7- 
2 (W- 14 ran. 5, lto. © NMU. ,TM* 
£1640; £3-30. £3.10, £i-9£- W:£0MO- 
CSF:. £127.73. TricaaD- £616.07.- Trio. 

aa ki Tim Snore 4-5 tt* a Katlsma 4-L5 
naLtd, 11- U FR2&«*fl.T«te|320; £220. 
£126 Dft £220. CSft £4.16, 

4-30: l. QUtLLOtS (Dean McXeo«n)^>- 
1; 2. Kta0 R« 26U a Sopor ftw&L 
15 no, 9-2 few MBW Waosomd WW* 

2% (MOotW. ***^?S!^ 

£5.60. Oft £11626 CSR £139.06 Trtaafc 

£428446 THo:£544^. . 

ptacepoc £12.70. £820- 

Ptaoa ft £13.61. Ptaca ft 0-17. 
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Richard Edmondson reports from New York 
on the move to bolster Britain's main hope 
In the quest for the Breeders'’ Cup Classic 


injection for his supporters. He 
has burst blood vessels in pre- 
vious races. The maxim Godol- 
phin axe using is that when in 
Rome do as the Romans do. 

But back in Britain, where the 
dreg is banned, the mood seems 
to be that two wrongs do not 
make aright. Dadd Pipe, the 
Jockey C3ub spokesman, said 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Fantasy Racing 
Ofarmputh, ZOO) 

NB: Waders Dream 
(Yarmouth, 3J0) 

yesterday: “If trainers feel they 
must use medication in the 
United States there is little we 
can do about it If they think it 
helps them achieve s level play- 
ing field that is their decision, 
but the United States stands 
alone in their use of these' 
drugs.” 

If ethics can be tipped into a 
skip, however, (and the Breed- 

vide^airrupin this matter)^foe 
statistics show Lasix works. 
Last year the first six in the Clas- 
sic had each been rubbed with 
a swab before competition and 
the pattern in New York since 
medication was brought in has 


been of improved performance. 
Horses seem to achieve a new 
level on the drug, particularly 
after the early ammnistration. 

Halling wifi need this hoist. 


uncertain that bewUJ adapt to 
the dirt surface. It was thought 
ihai Dubai’s all-weather cham- 
pion would cross over with sm- 


ly on inspection of a course that 
was so badly flooded on Satur- 
day that racing had to be aban- 
doned. Ha tting is generally a 5-2 
chance, with Cigar on 44k 

Much of the early informa- 
tion at the Breeders’ Cup is dis- 
seminated in great Letter To 
Brezhnev style through tile lat- 
ticed fence of the quarantined 
compound. Geoff Lewis en- 
tered the quarters yesterday 
1 with the information that fan 
Lake Comston would be the 
beneficiary of another drug, 
the' anti-inflammatory sub- 
stance Bute, in the Sprint- “He’s 
had a long, 15-hour jonmey and 
he might be a bit stiff so you 
have to take all the advan- 
tages,” the tr aine r said. 

Lewis, though, seemed to 
place more emphasis on the 
contents of the carrier tag he 
had filled at a Garden City su- 


L25 Dande Flyer 
2JD0 Fantasy Racing 
235 Briladur 


HYPERION 
330 Waders Dream 
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Back to Lasix: Hading will have pharmaceutical help when taking on Cigar on Saturday Photograph: George Selwyn 


pennarket that mo rning. Inside appeared to describe them as a 
was Lake Coniston’s favourite mechanic might his monkey 


feed a bunch of carrots. 

Saturday provides the colt's 
swan song and Lewis has not yet 
dared thmlr about the gap he 
will leave at his Epsom yard 
Ocrtainly, Lewis seems to invest 
more emotion in his horses 
than some British trainers, who 


wrench in a documentary last 
-week. 

Lewis has not forgotten that 
horses bought his passage out 
of an early career as a bell boy. 
“Without them 1 would proba- 
bly be head doorman at a ho- 
tel now,” he said 


Sanders sways Rival 


Amanda Sanders was highly 
praised after riding Rival Bid to 
victory at Leicester yesterday. 
The 23-year-old apprentice 
brought Norma Macauley's 
gelding with a well-judged chal- 
lenge to beat Richard Hills on 


GOING: Firm. 

STALLS: Fbr side. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Hifji for 5f lo In. 

■ Left-hand course, level and (Ur. 

■ Bocttoame Is nardi at loan on A140. Bob Unk freon Yannorfh nihnp station Owned 
by London, Liverpool Sued, via Norwich), which Is 1 mile iw^y. ADlflBiBGN: dob 
£12; TaocmaUs 1820; Ffcmfly and comae enclosure £420. GAK PARK: £1. - 


■ LEADING TKAINKItS WETS RUNNERS: H Cedi - 2E winners from B7 ranoera give* 
aaocnai imtoof 262%anda logg to a level stake of£26i£3;M Stem -22 wins, 109 nm- 
nfen, 362* ^1 289; H Hmmu taw - 21 wta, 89 rides, 232ft. +£38. 1 6; J Goadcs — 
20 wins. 9] rides. 22.0ft, -£948. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: If Roberta - 37 wins, 199 rides, 182ft, +17&291 RUOs-32 
wins, 153 rides. 203ft. +£2722; L Dettod - 28 win*, 161 dde^ 182ft -MO. 1 1; M Bills 
-28 wins, 18 Tildes, 172ft +£027. 

BUNKERED FIRST HUB: Znao Flyer (SL 10) 

[ WNNBMBJLAOT SBVKNDAIge fencer’s Rew w gs(3J0) won it TMinonthoeWcdntt- 

dv. 

UWO-DKTANCBRtlNIIBRS: Vote WKhBdes (4.15) wsssaa. 255 miles by WGHTotn- 
ct &t»n Carton Deriwa, S om oaet; Ks^tfnfs (125) was sea 242 mOea hy P D Bnns from 
Letefcwo. Powya. ' . . 

ppocl LOUWNURSStYHAIflJK^ (CLASS E)£5^added2V0 
; 43yds Penalty VUub £3^55 

1 33035 unUN0Q9mpqtlViniUEW|Cbiter97 ! CDeivS 

2 340306 QMAJULU(lZHDMRFFMann}PeMrs96 BMU4 

3 0243 TKR»m(H6{BIQlMqreOCCpBr95 M Roberts 3 

4 242503 DMWIUiaminiPHdtaonDMbilioBUdDArtMtmBlDpM B Dojis 1 

5 00U flO Wli KMS DREW pO) IP W 3Mdw) I ta N MsciiSy 7 12 BBMtaal2 

BETONBCMTlmB Rafts. U40mlsFfte* 1 3-lUdtoltoBp», 7-4 BStfoft 8^S(waH»Dlwe. 
19M: Tim 2 7 3 M BaM 5-1 IN A Cato^M) Unn 

FORMOUDE 

UTILE NOGGMS was thW to too tatMmprtMng nursery liorees - Lunar Mist and Swynfaiil 
Flyer - over this mp tt Newmadw two races ago. and ite would uefy have flntthed tim- 
et to Lunar Met at Natenakat [60 tarn Ome txfl lor being drawn one end ractag up ihe 
staxia 1 side. JudfiBd on ftose peiftmiancea, Uaie Noftfnt can he fancied » penny ths 
■ »dghr lax Bs®MUUi.»eil suited by ftwbAton^ on faraewnd, cin mate a race of ft. She 
has boon on the go since April butherstath of IB behind Swynfad Hyer at C&tteock last 

ttY«sugvsta(haahoidtaKhartaanpresviiBB.DandeFlyerc3nw8a7<bpanmqfta-wkir 

ning a maklan auction « FMnsnna last week but ha fcoMousfer m good shape and h 5b 
better on tor the neck ftatGattutu &« K Brt*mn In Ai«A. Time For Tee stays as 
furtongs bu could have the pace towm at this trtp after mettiB most t* the nmmng when 
tort to odds-on Mtesfle in a iraridan at ftweftect. Gownm* Draw has not shown much 
btc rrttfx do benar now she is utaorad and carries a kw vreltfa m a nursery. 

SsiscUoa: UTTLE NOGGINS. 

CORTtW CONDmONS STAKES (CLASS C) £8000 added 6F 
Penalty Vriue £5408 

1 605460 5ASOT0 (USA) CI3) JJ) (S ftak*) W t76ocn0n 5 9 5 — taseOftMl 

2 663300 BCWDBi ROSE (6) (CD) flhe Lowr ftwtisn ^ndcate) U BtarUnri 3 9 CoeiiranB 3 

.3 500033^ ^ rw«OT»»«ra»W[MrtltplWBUT*BOMCft^ — RIta9hes5 

4 400002 l*OU*0HU6Ajm«l|tai CombiB GUgnad) PW Mtthel 5 9 0 IQftn2 

5 300330 RUST VBL (34> (D) P^runri Toolft) J FsniW* 588 DHsnfc«e4 

-5dadnd- 

OTIB18: 7-4 flowdas Boss, 3X4 S a s ssi ft T2 Hat Msg, 44 FtartayBadog. 13-1 Mw»eh. 
1994; Nsadto 8m 4 9 2 M Bobans 8-13 £ E Bitaan) 4 «b 
FORMOMDE 

m wnK of races won. SASEBX) has n« had as sucrassW a season ss Bowden Rose or 
FwtBsy Radnc. but Bowden Rosa was atrto to mshe the most of a twou&Cte handcap 


mart: when conpteung her hat-tnch r the summer and five of Fantasy Racmgfs ax mns 
haoe been In ctoiming races. Since he bate 20 odreis at Newmariiet far May, Sasaedo has 
rendy run pooriy in competitive hanc&caps and this mp wB sun him better then the five iis'- 
toiUB ha has tedded In htt test tan races at Nawmartan. M Veil must put behmd her a 
poor showmg at Heydack last time, bu she had nm wel m big fields of horeUcappen bo- 
forahand and is not out of ft, firotng wE^n ftom the top tfret Moetaob’s neck second ® 
Uttls »*ir In s hugs field at Nottncram last TTuaxdaywea m a 665 race and ha is up apmst 
it at these weights. SetacUon: SASSEDO 

IO ocl EBF HERRMGFLEET MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) £6000 
l^__l added 2YD 7f Penalty Value £4032 

1 3 BN1ADUR (USA) (15) (BF) IK AtxUa) H Cad 9 0 PatEddaryS 

2 D OB OBi y RBPCfy IWi C adttao 9 0 BDajtalO 

3 a01DOHOORfinE)IMG0Dikianl&Bnev90 M Hftt4 

4 HUpODON (IB4) (MMssn Al Mattun) EDii4cp90 PadBfetay2 

5 ' HMnDD{HaataBiAlWaomn)HTbansaaJona90 RMsS 

6 ■dOOIHLEWIM.(USa) {ShaBli Ahmad AMsHninS MSau»90 KBnuWiawl 

7 MISR.CNMSm(HsJiraMSfto)Dlixkr90 RH*ftss7 

8 D61ICrGEMny(IS)|NSTbrVW0 , Bamen89 BnaOTGomnS 

B B wwmpyga) mad Wawnl lady Hemes 89 HCBchneefi 

10 0 FEBEJUBgOT WldufcAl WBtt)WJaw8B9 WRpnO 

-IDdadMd- 

BEITWtt: 7-4 BaBsdar, tr2 Hayl Csmrin. 4-1 Wsmw Hal Batsl. 6-1 l*sw)siL 10-1 MctScml Indy, 
34-1 Estnamfy FWcwSy, JB4. otbars. 

19B4: Rmcb Emtjf 2 9 0 Pat Edotoy 1-2 (H R A Cec# 13ran 
FORMOUDE 

Modtoml Lady's premWng fifth of 17 behind Sd Sla at Warn' ck tods ewn better m fire 
Bght or Si 9WS success In a Usmd race et Newbuy on Saturday (the Wsraich second. M- 
tsata. also won nett nme) but Wrether Medevol Ui4r can tmprme enou^i to best the coits 
is another nraoer. Wfth Heniy CecffS homes, particularly the tw-yeendds, 0»ng so soil at 
present, BALLADUR is worth another chance efiter faflrg tojuso^ tnouldsm first uma up 
a Idoastar. He ins not ghnn a hard race once Don MtofKta&u and Wbner Romance (both 
earhtba benefit of a race or two) had ids measua. The Leicester fourth. Adgar, went on to 
win en& a Lmgfidd on Monday and Peace Envoy won this last year tor the same con- 
neatons after betag beaten to his piteous race. Newcomers to consider todudo Royal Canas- 
ka and Mew)nd. Rojd Canada a trained by Paiad Loder. vdrose jwamles have a habit of 
winning first time out, although Ma«*jd Is also tom a yard that wins Bs sham of maidens 
wrth a newcomer. Mnqud mi^it hare me edge, as Tom Jones' two vdnnare hem last week 
took Ids Yarmouth total to 11 for the season. Memo Hoi BaM is a haif-bidher to Mfeld- 
naas, placed in Group races as a two-joar-dd after winning a maiden tor Ben Hanbury back 
In 3888. Setactloa: BALLADOR 

|4 4 A| NEWPORT CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS F) £3050 added 7f 
l a - w l Penalty Value £3099 

1 320(06 SAMSOLOM (l)((Q PB (C Hronmfi P HOHbg 7 B 30 IQstelB 

2 230113 SPQKSTS 8EVBIQE (7) (OJ) (A S RbkJI U R jen 692 G BanhMS 6 

3 FRAIE1 ORE) fij*» McGanW S Wtens 5 8 W ITUa2 

4 UMUOl 5EBBE0BQ(UqmSHonMW(rGcnnan48B Bnaa tTBomro 33 

5 522640 ACnONAdBQH|59IPdnPidesaonttLsSBMcUWi387 ROoUsaoe3 

6 060000 ME90NEVBiniBE|!9(D)9MctRnaiitoongCUIUCM|nBn586ClfeMr(7]5 

7 030024 OUR SHADS (USA) (2) (D) (KThny}Khay584 BDayto4 

9 230655 TaMLP)(CGA<rara)RlnpBl383^_— W Woo* 12 

9 450001 KASHAAT(USA)(15JOT JitaCtldare WnUn(5 N Wfc*er782 I8bdi(3)30 

10 003360 WADEBS DREAM (H) (41) (C) {Hchwl Bonmeon) Pa. LiKtwl 6 B 2 P Robinson 3 

31 006060 MAaCI£ADagRq(m)biMfe|)TCtannt36] AUacfcny9 

12 600000 ZWD FQEH (USA) pH) Me FOBtO G Laws 381 A Whelan (5) 8 

13 JOOOQf MSSAL(RQ(1206)p«gOBMn3mai)taMahB4 6 711 — Asneds Ssadas (7) 14 

14 00060 POLHTiaiA (SI) 1G C Biwsyi Q Braey 4 7 11 NCwfck? 

-lAdedMd- 

BEmNB: 3-1 BpeecaFs Rewrote, W Ptarttet, M Banft, Ow Shaikft 7-1 Sanaotom. 12-1 ToaaL 
Waders Dream, 34-1 odMn. 

1954c Btonedfimoiv 49 61 Quftm 7-1 (J IMortm) lOian , 

FORM GUIDE 

Nashnat won a 20-runner saBng hareteap tmder 10 stone at Leicester a couple d v reets 
asp and. wtm John Stack on board once mare, ho gsts a total of 171b from SPENCBTS 
REVBIGE. m the cbcumstences. Mck RyahB runner looks as though he ari have to be bel- 
ter than ever to land h» tarti successh® race but Spenoefs Revenge is back In a darner 
after coming wtm a strong tata nm to win an IS- runner herxEcap over ths seven furfonp 
last Wednesday, when S ra md oM (38) worse oft) mu five and a had lengths awoy aah. 
EmR y Mon has won three times Snce her Newmarhet success ewer a mHe back on June 
23, so die tact that Acdon Jackson gut to within lull a length of her that day suggests he 


SM35&3P 

r HYPERION 

3 J 35 Cobb Gate 2J0 Cohancfle 2 j 45 Ivy EcEth 
300 SMrley^lirrin 305 Handsome Ned 425 Ut- 
tteChtnk ; 

GOING-. Good U> Orm. 

■ LeS-ftand hunfle com*; fignrw)t«i|J*d»M comae. Tiehl dr- 

cult, not softaUe for tong*kHng horaa. 

■ R»c«i«wn'e b ecuih of vfflege «v Jundloil oTA29 *nd A27. Banv 
ham rsHwaystadon (Brigtuon -lV«nv»tth fine) i»2 r^M *w^r- 
ADMISSION-. C9nb£l£; Junior Chib (IS to i 5*emolds) 12,ai- 
dor 12s hw; fttiawlta£8 f«<wro«iM.»d*-16s^ 

Hug £4. CAR PARK: Picnic area £4 pine £4 for cod) oecapaoc; 


WINNERS D4TOB lASfT flEWN DUS: SaNeftrd lAfiy (24G)wm 
«t BEreftxd on UoadaR Baiae CL4P) won m TUambam bn PHdqf- 
U^Drai^Na^fNERftSpriBMMAIftlrO^lwbm) 
tiSfarw iiicy [rom Icka. 

■3T-SH ANNUAL MEMBERS Sai0« HANDICAP 

HURDLE (CLASS G) £2,400 added 2m 2f 

1 35403-0 IBteD U3) mRHodftsSUW TDagaWbe_(7) 

2 0F23/2O- DHfWICOTlRftoMfSllS — f 


3 432026' C06B6A3ia24)B9e«K7118^. ... ....JISMtt 

4 RS2S3- UBB GLBMUU (193) T McQMNI 7 114 mAPMcCv 

5 P006M aw»aWBI» «L9iwg6llO. ■ ■■- ^ .l-ltansar 

6 0431B0- SFMM8aE ARWR 070) Mft N - -- 

7 0054F5- F0M&ECO90 BHIA 072) MB L Jwei 9 10 5 —IBaBaa 

8 OOFOQO- BEMOPSlWlHtMflJRaraiiMBMO-- «Bm* 

■t<iKfartd a>i 

BEITW& 13-4 Cobb Bte, 7-2 J Band, Lori O www n l, 5-1 OtU&t, 

Mftptaa, SpdsgMMHr, 12-1 oOMi. 

r x« r i\ RESEARCH FOR THE CRIPPLED CtflLD 
jZ- 10 ! NCWtCES* CHASE (CLASS £) £4000 
added 3m 2f UOyds 

1 24KQP- cfiNHKmAMpnfttO- — BPMI - 

2 ; ajUnYFlAYW R Qlffl M liO-. ^DIMMs 

3 wvn mmcoreta) r u*» ji jiOj , 

4 563342 MTSENt* P» "J^®*** 

fi 22 C0UAKfiIE(3S) RMnor91D9 HrPHneyPr 

BEJTilftMCcias«£ftBlCteebe,4^'Nf* ,BB, »9 ,a ® ,,B,l,, ^* ,l,, 4 

Bi SpiqmvK 61 Fettusetoe. 


[o^cl STREBB. RAEMTORS HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS D) £3000 added 2m 2f 

1 - 20112-1 BURES (6) (CO) M Tonpim 4 12 2 Kfe4 D BMstfwr 

2 1AF0U- mrB3IIH(193)(CnTiai5119 BMcCorat 

3 506134) GSFBffDEIBMEpaimDBmumRBUSMterlWiM. 

4 112641 SDU4£F0GD UOT (CD) J Mooa 7 10 4 |5sd _W Mifaiinl 

5 040321 TH.EW0NWW M»Ctte waiD0tB«4 — llMaaee 

BETIMb 7-4 Brmn.114 Ny S». 44.Steptafrad M M Eftan, 

61 Eradt de Famine. 

f ' QOn l DERK WIGAN MEMORIAL NOVtCES* IfCAP 
L~!lJ CHASE (CLASS R £3000 added 2m 2f 

1 #23112 StUBTSTHAMCW) PHoUaBOO JatarHoUw 

2 44-0113 CONE OH DANCER (EQ (COIOT J WM8 7 11 B 

— . P Miiiinjiiip] 

3 F2-3 RWKAH M P N*hob 7 11 7 ftPUcCay 

4 15-6505 BIHIMJ) MOON U3)PRodW 9108 SBunoqfir 

5 463200- CAFIAM HLR1 (U!ft B 0# Kean 6 10 7 6 Upton 

fi 000624 CVBLL IteRf (46) Sferxn £ab 6 10 1 BPOaM 

7 WFP HJD0R ftHXtflW (7) RNnflf 10100 PCtevIti 

-7 declared - 

BETIMB: BJUSbidey^s Trsto, 114 ferae (to Daonr, 3-1 Ragnoa, 7-1 
CjM ftomy,61(top«sta Beit, 104 BmhU Mo«u SKLItotorWedifing. 

rgrCKl VEUVE CLICQUOT AMATEUR RBERST IfCAP 

1±®£J CHASE (CLASS F) £3000 added 2m 3f 

1 F23P-M HWBCW CAS1IE pi) (CE) J Qftvd 8 12 0.JW P OltoWfc (7) 

2 TTiitf ZMRftffiPEcdn51112 MrBJefaaroi{8) 

3 6WHIMJ IBE»006HCU)CBinM61l5 ft E Janes (7) 

4 2L336P UMABD BIBIBE (23) RLfid^r5 IOIL-JRbN ladpvfT) 

5 QS22L- IWDSOB C )B1 flM) D GtBSBl 9 10 8 ftMRftpE 

B 0433P3 nMEDWCaERIteCCU* 12 103_ft II rented P) 

7 UP&3PP- ESUnwaipldAMcmBUl — WTMeCrtvP) 

8 tfWW FMFST BAM (12) J Bero L? lOO—.— JfcaEJ»w»{7) 

-BdMtond- 

BEmNft MZdtra, 61 Bstobow Castle, 4-lftes ftenft, Undnae 
Ned, 84 Up*id Sto* 1M Mrags DHcac, M-lottas. 

rXocl WDDLETON MAIDEN HURDLE (CLASS E) 
lZ±Ti £2000 added 2 m Gf 

1 M0F53 RASH OF CYWBA1S (11) J Uooe Bill WlkfMsnd 

2 ' UTMCWtD&awIS 113 AtalMN 

3 1/B- THE RBHOBIflE (Sfift C Effrton 6 11 3— — J A MrtNftj 

4 WNCOCniER LAD UoLJCMl 6 113^^ u _WWNte(7) 

5 RAHCHEO(MatlCampiai4112 1, Ite m 

6 326353 HHSNE5BW(iaJWlM51012 PNcUmCNBCJ) . 

7 0QP60P- MTDO0N5ABEBar(23qNRMStl61O12 ABay 

-7dNtared- 

BETTBICfc 9-4 bdw Star, 62 The RWrthsW, BA Bub ef QfMlNta, 6 
1 little Cftdbltotadiedi l 124VtoKaWBrlNi, 834 Nyftmla Art Beft i 




Another in time for Woods 

Another Time, strongly sup- won the Teleprompter Limited 
ported to win at Redcar yes- Stakes by a length. "All my 
terday, took Newmarket tramcr staff have worked hard this 
Sran woods to his 20th success year and I promised them a 




of the season. The three-year- 
old, one of three co-favourites. 


slap-up breakfast if we got the 
20 up," Woods said later. 


HYPERION 

L15 MONKASMAN (nap) 1A5 Bowl Of Oats (nb) 
Z20 Same Difference 205 MEnets An Ace 300 
Multy 405 Storm Falcon 40S Gemini Wst 
GOING: Good ui Firm. 

■ L^ft-hand. gaDoptnS course with OUT fences. Uphill nm-in of 
240yd. 

■ Siomone Is Im nunh of unm oIT A43G. Bus Unk Erom Chel- 
tenham railway station (waved by Bristol, Bbminghain and Lon- 
don, Pwkfingion) which Is 2m away. ADMISSION: CUb A 
TMteroalbUSOonlors, id-24 years, £81; Foaier’s QkIobor £5. 
carpark: Free. 


1- • AH races 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAXth None. 
LONO-DISTANC8 KONNEKS: Soyal fiipresdon (IX) hai hem 
soa 223 mlla hr Mrs H Rnetar hem Llnotoie, Oneiand; Gerate! 
MOM (435 j has been sad 1 68 miles by Mn Nays DmlMd bon Ax- 
mcnlh, Dcrofl. 

If 4C| ADLESTROP NOVICE WJR0LE (CLASS 1^ 
Lz=J £3000 added 2m llOyds 

1 200-1 snROFMUnORE) (21) UssAEmbscK? 11 ID J ftym 

2 0- CMVEQHEUy(HQ(3S4)GBdin26112 BOfard 

3 2- DIWet(RE}tUqiBBang6112 RDwMoady 

4 1- LAWPE»(BS)(161)NHendBOon5 11 2—M A Hh#irWd 

5 115- H0NCA9MN(RE)(224 AJ4na5112 AM tin 

6 WP004P- MnK5JnrpftO(»aG1tnnerGn2 lAMcCwtta 

7 W- POSSOM HCIIER (flat) CPtwham 511 2-^_J*Cartony 

8 51-2 HJHBS8T{roC2U&F)HteHKrgc5U2 JFTBtoy 

9 40- VMBF81MBC0IKr(K)(2SMAnttBiTumel5112 

10 OP- M9!lCNONOBiPE)(lS7)MBad9ixk5112 —PHcler 

11 542- EQWMI1Y (221) A Jbts 6 ID 11 DM*ratar 

12 O&flPB VBKWOFU6HrMHOfcp51011 hepHMrer 

- 12 doctored - 

aEITWte &-2 Mort o maea. 3-1 Lw»ma. 4-1 Sangsby. 11-2 OWMT. S- 

I Mar Of Dnld, 10-1 EcpriMafiy, 12-1 VNspaitag Cotst, 201. otbsre. 

II AClVFB HOLHMYS AMATEURS handicap 
1±™J CHASE (CLASS E> £5000 added 3m If 

110yds 

1 03PPR> MANOFHreiHff ff)p)NTw«ftvDM691111 

— Jj fMHhrfgl 

2 6H25P- BCAW. Of QC5 (279) Anrtew TunrS 9 11 7 ...Mr J Boo* |7) 

3 PU4342 KeSDM»(44nRBIcftl0100JaRftanhai(7} 

4 ISP&fil 6BS«1tMU(mRQFt»Bn8lO0(£a)_jarAHBiae(n 

5 PFPP65 PARSONS WtY (21) A Jana 8100 —JUMP Rebus (7) 

6 US6441 FC08iXnE(137)RPnce9100 ___lteiEJJCnaa(7) 

7 443205 HllKZIAD(CAftp2)ACIiBa«Bitel21D0 

MGsD0k9Bg{7] 

S 34343P JOW ROGER PS) H Mannere 9 IDO 

Mna—towian»m 

9 PPRJPP- AHSIEV QAIMD0UT(2U) DSaneKO 10 D 

j» A HeWMStb (7) 

-9dadirad- 

Mran^w^ias-Jaenaoe^w^««Qj™»-AGwri*wk9a 

11A fteflrt m 9Wfifc fiwtee SN 5b, 8« Sft Asm i*»r 

Sit fib Ante extend ^ 4ft 

I BETTDI*: 7-4 K Pa Panm, Ulta Of Mystery, 7-5 Bawl Of Otea.M 
1 fteaa Waft, 10-1 Famous Vfay. 11-1 Fmj w a, 16-1 atfcma. 


can wm a race oi ths eon, although he nas not been out Ones DOng wefl-baaien on the 
Nhweather at Vfohcrtisnpton m early Septembar. Saiga's SoutfwreSwfo back to March fol- 
lowed a break of aknos tour months, so he could go well even thougi he lacks a recent 
ouong. Barge has won on fast graund on turn but he to banar on the M-weaiher and vwl 
do weB to cope with Spencer's ibwengo and Nashaaton these terms. That also app»w to 
thettesof Our Shades and Tonal . who have been iunr^ wel recently. 

SetedtoK SPENCER'S REVENGE 

lo Bel RANWORTH MAHJEN STAKES (CLASSD) £5000 added 2Y0 
lm Penalty Vriue £4028 

1 BRIGHT WATER AMufe) H Cecl 9 0 PMEddoyS 

2 5 CLASSIC COLOURS (US*} (14) (Oa^ Btoodoodi P»^ S Wfcara 9 0 AUadoyll 

3 6 mLEB»(15)tSPCWDOte)Stttood3 90 WHbods4 

4 2 JDUSH(lQfiiarshn A! Uaktoui^ K Thomson Jones 90 RMtfi 

5 0 R05Sa.(USA)(27)t3«MiMia>niad]USauB90 Kteadsb— M 

6 00 sum MM (42) 0 A Loa) A tide 90 AMcSkael 

7 0 SUIM(t30MHa^*VUfcn)VVJMa9O HftUaitn 

B aaii^p»e^(fwww l wi.aw^ | «^ii«iti>tt tCwbit 

9 0 H»«ira(r)fiwn»-riw>iiw^Wb«.so _ Wfn* 

10 0 DUMEUP(28)QeOyHenBOLaiVHeB«sB9 JftteT 

U 22 MnOOUCMG (16) Xv) (Geo^ SSatlxx^l J Gaufen 8 B .ante in 

12 0630 S0mw m(teKPFta*QtamH»creftlinaa)PMIthte89 O Horton 6 

13 ST ADH£ PJBA) (Me Wgna Kofi ftfnfi D Lixfel 8 9 R Mcttabe (3) 3 

-13 4adnd- 

BETteft 94 totntaodng, M.Brltfalfttor,4-lSt Adda, M Mjwtt, UM. RouaL 124 Aalln, 25- 
l rrt ta ra. 

1994: Tm4ay 2 9 0 J Qim 10-1 U E BantaJ 15nn 

FORM GWE 

BrtghMom won a dhoion of the maiden here last week end Lady Carta oWged at La~> 
rer yesterday, so the chances are that their stattamaie, BRIGHT WATER, can also w ■ ai 
the tost tme of asUirg and continue Henry OecTs escefiani run n the process. B. ‘A(a- 
ter Is a toll brother v» Tenby, whooe three JumnUe wini lor KhaildAbdulBti, Henry Cun and 
P« Eddery in 1S92 included tha ftoup Ona Grand Crltanum at Lor^hamp. Coc* vM ■:»« 
some Idea of vAiot la needed id ben Jlyuab because he also bains Forest Buck who had 
a couple of lengths to score over Tom Jonas’s rtnrer at leicaster. With the benafii Oi that 
nar and ha stable gaffing its share of wmnere, Ayush looks the danger. Mttvxgh Roanai 
should Improve for hla run In the Newmartet maiden won by toor Race, JACK of a * others 
c«4d be tetroductag, nraer-up to Bh0K Waters weflHBgirded stablemara. Pricket at 
Sandown (lmJon hardabuL Setoattan: BRIGHT WATER 

fXfKl CALIFORNIA HANDICAP (CLASS E) £5000 added 7f Penri- 
ty Value £3015 

1 085503 HKHOnr BUEfG) Ms Chtena Mini Ms N Mrauft S 100 S Drew (3) 13 

2 103035 snVBIHSnPPBl{USA)[7B)fftxySaBidDMCha|STai4912 CMndqr(7)2 

3 01-6541 HHElMIHB)E5CU2)(CB)(WEdeAOoPBrKahMWTuner399— JtE4dary(7)l 

4 KOtt - 40 IAKJDO (USA) (1H) (BF) {Pew SaacJ H 5 9 7 RW7 

5 030205 UCROCCO (K^ (7) (0) B4acn U^cj M Owonon 6 9 6 R Hawaii 

6 006000 UERUKRUnr(14(MiRBKnnaRnWJBnB392 WRynS 

7 00402 DMCEyB0S5EU.(7)(HM6B^)Nm«a39] Dane OTM (6)4 

8 43D404 10VEI£G8«)(B) SThorpsoti] DNturrel 106 13 That 10 

9 430560 AHJAY (7) (D) $ J Thoows) D Wtsoi 589 M Roberta B 

10 356002 N0SPBCWSPE)(7)MMC|per)CCyar48B NVMay(3]3 

11 245500 AGOBI (27) Ifts C E BniBtol C Boon 3 B 6 BDaytel2 

12 084005 HBIRE IE BOW (5) (H20 NgnpaO Pn MkM 3 8 3 Martin Dwyer [7)8 

13 000^0 amstsaBL(42)(MB Karofe Varr)M(Van3 7B 8 Da nteal5 

-13 declared - 

BETTMG: 7-2 Maracco, 4-1 Daicay Bnssol, S-l NoSpaecbcs, B-l Aifiiy. Msoto La Bow, 10-1 Mcfc- 
ory Btoe, love Laesni. 12-1 otbars. 

1984: Erilon A ID 0 U tenets 9-1 1C E Bmoai) 20mn 

FORMOUDE 

DARCEY BUSSELL mb with Barry Hils when second to Newest m a mde maiden on sim- 
ilar fast pound here a mek a£> but sne mi0n be good enouffi on her Ihn start for her new 
stable after that Improved performance on test £oind simSar to loda/s. Rogar Ingram won 
the sefcng handicap at the last meetatg wnh Tara Rach and Ubodd can bo gwn anouter 
chance on the errangm of hs fourth to Swwi^rig Stales at Goodwood, he fins run for the 
yard. Merrie Le Bow was fifth at the 21-runner Doncaster race won by Master ChBttor last 
Friday and wft find Vu easier but. at the Other Bnd of the handicap. Hickory Btua has a 
Otic prove as far as staying tresrisiance b concerned, so he wdl be pushed to 0veawy 
die weight Moroc c o and old Lava Leggnd are tunning wel enougi. whie Abtayrconly 
lfo hi^ier than he was when beatoig 18 others over this tnpmSaksbury in May and Michael 
Roberts is wi encoevaeng cncace or nder. Setoedon: DARCEY BUSSELL 


\0 OH I TIM EMANUEL HANDICAP HURDLE 
L=5lJ (CLASS R) £5000 added 2m 7TU0yds 

1 F1121R- CRSHftTMEAWKY (224) (CD) P Hobbs 7 120 

a foray (3) 

2 Q2U-1U2 1UQ OF PEACE (U)CBF)G Baking 811 11 -_8 Futon <8) 

3 G3U42- EZEGANTIQNG(RQ(331)(GD) AJanre6112_AMaM4m 

4 311-P53 HOLY JOE (13) DBlRhe313Dll DJBracM 

5 506P12- SIKXril0fEr(UqMPife7106 DBriftter 

6 BF140-4 SMOH TOO 08E) (18) Ms J PWnan 7 10 5 WMmtoa 

7 06200-1 SAME UirCHtH l X tlg W*Jte»7103 P Morris (7) 

-7 dedwed- 

BEmw 7-3 SOolqr Moaey, M Serae DMoraeoMbg Of Paece, 54 Brewi 
Mlforo Am* 11* Sopot Not 7-1 SnU Tbo, 12-1 lUy Joe. 


jo cel LLOYDS BOWMAKER HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS o £7000 added 2m 5f 

1 2R111-1 DEXIRAD0VE[137)l»SmnEwto81110 C Hwde 

2 12U-11 MSEAmMMCH( 2 a 9 <P)KBMeyBU 9 — ^jSMcNft 

3 GP0413- IMU5(USA)pn)mDBaan9100 AM^ire 

4 42&P23 *MCSAN«H(NZJ(llJ(C}MisJfief*ee-BafoniS100.„ 


MMmaneei^lOSLlhie/mfoep^tShclnnsaMieXAiAceSaia&L 
BETTlMte 5-4 Ddvc, 54 Wise Appreedi, 9-2 Mtae’iAnAcs, B-l Icraus. 

o on I NEVILLE RUSSELL NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS D) £3000 added 3YD 2m UQyds 

1 122 MUUY EqtU) (WCMamii2 RDtmoody 

2 12 HOYfiL EXPRESSION dF) Mrs M Rawley 11 2 

r — — — - Plivaa 

3 HBOHIMDS ROCK RHaiKhni 1012 MMartk(7) 

4 N0UBALLQMM(U8A)AJBMs 107_ AUrodm 

5. 0 SBXAIBlJ0N(U)JJenmiO7 PCafany 

-5dadMd- 

BOTWCC 64 Hatty, 13-8 Bayel fiqprasriaa, 64 HaaUqcaito Rack, 7*1 
Rtak A HOkn, IM NoMe Bdarina. 

lAA g l LYDNEY NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) 
£6000 added 2m UQyds 

1 -aif-13 IHIIWC(BS)(U)IBF)XBateyBU12 RDmoo* 

2 04412-1 NORSE RAIDER CO) IRMFlpa 5 11 8 .J ftMft wttr 

3 Ul-131 SWRH WXSN (WAJ (27) (CO) S Mflfor 5 11 8 


4 CP-1132 SOMC EWt SRE) (U) D Hehobon 6 ll 5, AMapte 

-4<tadmd- 

BETlWCb 156 Stoni Fatal, Bartnwe, 3-1 Nuae Rate, 9-2 Soaie 

Stic. 

I2TQC1 bonuspmnt national HUNT FLAT 
(CLASS H) £2000 added 2m 3JU*ds 

1 1- nURMSXdB)Pte5Chistan5uu_ M GKadMin 

2 CHAinERlJI*flRE)»BUa*M5114 DlHtV 

3 0- CUFT0Nf329| RQjrteBU 4 C Craw (7] 

4 004 OOUlUftflJtBOirMHMaarcBfllia^. MAntahy 

5 4 SWn»SfflEAM(324)Gltafcy6114__Chrf*Wtob(S) 

6 0- WUE MUSK (^E) (218) C &rote& 114 _TJ MwpforOQ 

7 D-flaMM5rd9RMsPDnfieki4l012 
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sport 

Lewis 
targets 
Bruno 
with writ 


El Baflador by three quarters of 
a length. 

At the same track, Alan Daly, 
the apprentice partner of run- 
ner-up Edan Heights, was 
handed a two-day suspension 
for improper riding. 


Boxing 

KEN JONES 


In professional boxing the (ruth 
means different things to dif- 
ferent people, which is win a 
High Court writ on behalf of 
Lennox Lewis was issued yes- 
terday against Frank Bruno 
and the wbrid Boxing CounciL 

The truth as Lewis sees it is 
that, having overcome Lionel 
Butler in a final eliminator ear- 
lier this year, he holds priority 
over Mike "tyson as official 
challenger for the WBC heavy- 
weight title Bruno took re- 
cently from Oliver McCall. 

In Bruno’s mind, the truth is 
that he would earn a great deal 
l more from defending against 
Tyson, who was automatically 
ranked above Lewis by the 
WBC after completing a three- 
year prison sentence. 

As Tyson is expected to meet 
Brace Sckion for the World 
Boxing Association cham- 
pionship in March next year be- 
fore challenging Bruno, the 
action instituted by Lewis and his 
associates comes as no surprise. 
Considering that Tyson’s pro- 
moter, Don King, wields a great 
deal of influence with the WBC 
president, Jose S ul ai m a n, there 
was no other route to follow. 

A big snag for Lewis is that 
his American promoters, the 
Duva organisation, Main Events 
and Sul aim an, are barely on 
speaking terms. Another is that 
the American cable network, 
Home Box Office, that has 
Lewis under contract is not ex- 
cited by the idea of Bruno as his 
next opponent, even for the 
title. “When Lennox defended 
against Bruno it did not amount 
to a great deal over here,” 
Abraham said a few week ago 
after Lewis stopped Ibmmy 
Morrison in Atlantic City. 

Unquestionably, HBO would 
prefer Lewis to go in with Rid- 
dick Bowe, who is facing Evan- 
der Holyfield next week in Las 
Vegas buL for the time being at 
k-iSt, it does not figure on Lewis’s 
agenda. “I'll box anybody," he 
said yesterday. “I definitely want 
to fight Bowe at some stage, but 
I want Bruno first” 

■Drew Docherty has yet to de- 
ride whether to resume his box- 
ing career after the fateful bout 
which led to the death of James 
Murray in Glasgow on 15 Oc- 
tober, his manager. Tbmmy Gil- 
mour, said yesterday. 


Pakistan 
fly in to 
furore 

Cricket 


The Australian Cricket Board 
has dismissed the inquiry find- 
ings which cleared the Pakistan 
batsman, Salim Malik, of bribery 
charges levelled by three Aus- 
tralian Test players, as Pakistan’s 
cricketers arrived in Sydney yes- 
terday for a six-week tour. 

Graham Halbish, the ACB 
chief executive officer, criti- 
cised the report for suggesting 
Shane Wame, Tim May and 
Marie Waugh had invented their 
charges against Salim. “The 
Board stands behind its players 
and believes these statements 
are correct,” he said in an offi- 
cial statement. 

In Islamabad, the chairman 
of Pakistan’s selection com- 
mittee, Zafar Altaf, said the 
allegations that Salim offered 
the Australian players 
A$200,000 (£100,000) to 
AS400,000 to to lose Test and 
one-day matches during Aus- 
tralia's lour of Pakistan last 
year should be laid to rest. 

Pakistan's new captain, 
Wasim Akram, welcomed Sal- 
im’s selection for the three-lfest 
series and said the 17-man 
squad supported their former 
captain. Salim, who was select- 
ed after being cleared by the in- 
quiry headed by a former 
P akistan Supreme Court judge, 
was expected to arrive in Aus- 
tralia later in the week. 

■ Roger Twose, the English - 
boro Warwickshire batsman 
who opted to play for New 
Zealand, is set to make his Test 
debut today when the second 
match of the thrce-Tesi series 
against India gels under way. 

TODAY’S 
NUMBER - 


The value, in US cents, of a 
cheque that the boating ^pro- 
moter Don King once refused 
to allow any of his employees 
to sign, according to a former 
accountant Joseph Maffia is 
testifying against King, cur- 
rently on trial in New York for 
faking a contract in 1981. 


«• 





26 


INDEPENDENT • W! 




AY 26 OCTOBER 1995 


sport 


A new stadium for a new century 


The competition to 
build a new 
national stadium 
by the year 2000, 
backed by £100m 
of Lottery money, 
reaches a climax 
this week. As 
Mike Rowbottom 
reports, the choice 
is far from simple 


T he Holiday Inn at l. 
King's Cross Road will 
lake on a previously un- 
known significance tomorrow 
and Friday as representatives 
from five British cities make 
their final pitch there to be the 
site for the proposed national 
stadium. 

Their anxious presentations 
will he made to a steering group 
of sporting administrators who 
are due to deliver their final ver- 
dict on Tuesday -and with it will 
probably come more than 
£100m of National Lottery 
money. 

The object sounds relatively 
simple. What is required, by (he 
year 2000, is one 80,000-seat 
stadium capable of hosting 
major sporting events. 

Discussions have apparently 
been smooth and civilised, but 
there is no disguising the com- 
plex and potentially divisive 
nature of the steering group's 
task. 

A central element in the 
whole process is The London 
Factor. The Sports Council 
stresses that this is not an 
Olympic bid. but a quest for a 
world-class British venue. That 
venue, however, must be 
capable of hosting events such 
as the Olympics. 

Birmingham and Manchester 
have discovered in the last 
decade just how elusive those 
five rings can be. mounting 
three unsuccessful bids between 
them. The message which came 
down from International 
Olympic Committee circles on 
each occasion was that if Britain 
wanted the Games they would 
have to be in London. 

The attitude was graphically 
illustrated two years ago when 
Sheffield was due to host the 
World Cup in athletics. The 
president of the International 
Amateur Athletic Federation, 
Primo Nebiolo, gave it to be 
understood that he had some- 
where more metropolitan in 
mind. The event was switched 
to the capital. 

The preference of the world’s 
sporting grandees for somewhere 
glamorous, even the preference 
of their wives for major shopping 
possibilities, ka potent factor. In- 
furiating as it is to those outside 
the capital, such perceptions 
haw to be acknowledged. 

It is a message which steering 
group member Peter Radford 
reiterated last month. The 
British Athletic Federation's 
executive chairman, normally 
the most cautious of men. spelt 
out the fact that senior 1AAF 
members would favour London 
above all other venues to host 



THE DECISION MAKERS 

The national stadium steering group in , . 

sat of agreed criteria: planning and location: transportation: ownership 
structure: management proposals: capital funding: financial viabiSy. 

Three agreed key goals: one stadium; 80,000 capacity; accommodating 
football, rwjby and athletics and capable tit boding major events 

Members: Rodney Walker: chairman, Sports Council. Derek Casey: chief 
executive. Sports Council Sir John Quinton: chairman. Premier League. 
Rick Party, chief executive, Premier League. Sir Bert MHDchip: chairman, 
Football Association. Graham Kelly: chief executive, FA Pat Smith: deputy 
chief executive, FA. Maurice Lindsay: chid executive, Rugby Rxriball 
League. Gordon McKeag: president Football League. David Dent 
secretary, Football League. Professor Pete Radford: chief executive, 
British Athletic Federation 


WEMBLEY 

WemMey stadium. 

Proposer National Stadium 
Trust 

Location: axistrig staefium. 

Seating: 80.000. 

Cost El 67m, 

\ Trump cant History and 
W \ London. 

Other ptusses: 
Infrastructure fai place, 
road and ran links being 
improved. 

Minuses: Location. 
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MANCHESTER 
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the 2002 World Oiampionships, 
for which Britain will bid. 

It seems dear that London 
cannot be without a major sport- 
ing facility. And for all the talk 
of Docklands sites and out-of- 
town locations near the M25, no 
alternative to Wembley has pre- 
sented itself. “There is a lot of 
speculation in the media but not 
a lot from developers,” a Sports 
Council spokesman said. “If 
there are any other bids out 
there, we haven't heard of 
them.** 

Hilary Kirkham, of the Brent 
Regeneration Agency, esti- 
mates that any new bidder 
would have to spend £1.5 billion 
to match the infrastructure cur- 
rently in place at Wjmbley - a 
sum which could be raised only 
by a direct grant from central 
govcmmenL 


But the old Empire stadium, 
fOTaH its unrivalled historical as- 
sociations and mythical st at us, is 
not without problems. Parking 
space may be ample, but gettii^ 
to it through the urban sprawl is 
a taxing experience. 

The North Circular Road is 
currently being widened at a 
cost of f 100m; and London 
Transport is committed to re- 
building Wembley Park station 
at a cost of £32m if the site is 
chosen for the national stadium. 

Despite these improvements, 
some critics believe that there 
simply is not enough room 
around Wembley to host a 
major, multi-sport event There 
would be none of the com- 
pactness which Birmingham or 
Manchester were able to pro- 
pose to the IOC 
There are also doubts voiced 


about Wembley's plan to raise 
and kwer the pndi hydraulically 
to enable those at the tack of 
the stadium to see the athletics 
track, which will be revealed by 
removing the inner circle of seat- 
ing. The exercise does bring to 
mind images of the Thunekrbirds 
swimming pool; but Wembley 
maintains it is a thoroughly 

tested mechanism which is 
currently being used by ofl rigs 
in the North Sea. 

The British Olympic Asso- 
ciation has announced its in- 
tention to bid for the 2008 
Olympics and, if Wembley gets 
the nod on Tuesday, it most 
surely be the projected Olympic 
hosL Thus Britain will be com- 
mitted to bidding for an 
Olympics before being able to 
envisage how it would be 
accommodated. 


■The BOA has asked for the 
31 October deadline to be de- 
ferred, but the Sports Council 
has kept to it- and there are no 
indications that the steering 
group will fail to choose one of 
the five bidding dries. 

“We have been studying the 
bids in detail since 14 July,” a 
Sports Council spokesman said. 
“So far they have met all the cri- 
teria. There are no major flaws. 
They are five abreast and 
coming towards us.” 
Manchester's charge is given 
impetus by the fact that they are 
due to have their hosting of the 
2002 Commonwealth Games 
rubber-stamped an 3 November. 
The Sports Council is “ab- 
solutely committed” to assisting 
them in providing a suitable 
stadium for that evenL 
Both Manchester and 


Birmingham dispute the im- 
portance of the London factor, 
pointing out that recent major 
sporting events have been held 
outside capital dries- the 1992 
Olympics in Barcelona, 
successive world athletics cham- 
pionships in Stuttgart and 
Gothenburg. 

‘The rest of Europe seems to 
be able to cope very adequately 
with having more than one 
major stadium,” Howard Bern- 
stein, the deputy chief executive 
of Manchester Gty Council, 
said. “No one is saying that 
London doesn't deserve a 
major sports facility. But why 
have you got to have all your 
eggs in one basket?“ 

Bradford, who plan to build 
the kind of ambitions, roofed 
creation of the land Inhabited 
by the Tbronto Hue Jays or Ajax 


in Amsterdam, also acknowl- 
edge the need fbr a big stadium 
in the south-east, but insist that 
a northern stadium is also re-' 
quired. They are only asking the 
National Lottery for £40m 
out of the required total of 
JE200m. 

John Garside, the bid 
spokesman, says Bradford is “at 
the crossroads of the country,” 
equidistant between Edinburgh 
and London. 

Location is also a key issue 
for Birmingham, who propose 
to build a stadium just the 
other side of the M42 from the 
National Exhibition Centre. 
"We are very easy to get to from 
every part of the country,” 
Alan Weoban Smith, an assis- 
tant director with Birmingham 
City Council, said. “If you 
are going to have a national 


stadium, there is a lot to be said 
far having it in the middle of the 
country.” 

Sheffield also claim a central 
geographical role -“situated in - 

the centre of the country” - and 
have offered a possible late 
variation on extending the Don 
Vfelley stadium which currently 


an additional 80,000-seater 
stadium alongside to host foot- 
ball and rugby matches. 

Whatever the group's deci- 
sion. however, the rejected par- 
ties .need not trudge away 
without hope. . 

“We do not rule out a future 
for other projects which do not 
achieve the national stadium 
bid,” the Sports Council 
spokesman said. "There is 
Lottery money for other things 
as well” 


Boardman decides to 
leaves pursuers behind 


Olympic gold is on Chris Board- 
nun's IV% racing agenda but 
he has surrendered the chance 
lo defend the Olympic track 
title that lifted him from cyclist 
in celebrity in 1992. 

After ending an injurv- 
wreeked season with an un- 
expected victory over Graeme 
Obrvc. the world pursuit cham- 
pion, in Paris on Monday, he 
said that he would not contest 
Britain's only place in the 4,000 
metres in Atlanta. 

“It's disappointing for me but 
that is life. It would not be fair 
<4 me to challenge when we 
have someone capable or win- 
ning Olympic gold." Bonrd- 
man said after beating Obrce 
in a pursuit challenge ruined by 
the Scot breaking his special 
hike. 

“I did not particularly want 
in race against Graeme with his 
current form but my team boss 
wanted me to do the best I 
could I don't like being cannon 
fodder but then l was very 
lucky. 1 was presented with an 
iipportunity and grabbed h with 
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Robin Ntcholl on the cyclist who became 
a celebrity three years ago and is now 
planning a new route to Olympic gold 


both hands when Graeme bad 
to ride an unfamiliar bike.” 

Now Boardman’s aims are for 
an even harder Olympic title, the 
road time trial. “Winning it will 
be against the best It’s going to 
be harder than the pursuit, par- 
ticularly with riders such as 
Miguel Indurain and Abraham 
Olano about. 

“I was the world time trial 
champion last year but Indurain 
is the best time triallist in the 
world. The Olympics are some- 
thing special," Boardman said. 
“But the Tour de France is 
everything." 

He has provided a startling 
open to the last two Touts. In 
his 1993 debut he took the yel- 
low jersey of race leader when 
he won the opening time trial 
in Lille, beating Indurain. 

This July he crashed on the 
third day, breaking bis ankle and 
a wrist. Gone were his plans for 


more yellow jersey time, and 
also the chance to defend his 
two world titles. 

Boardman started his come- 
back three months after the ac- 
cident with a win in a time trial 
within pe dalling distance of his 

Merseyside home, and ended 
bis thirc-wrcek return with an- 
other at the Bergy indoor track 
in Paris. 

Nest year is already mapped 
out for Boardman. with an 
opening campaign that indudes 
classics such as the Milan to San 
Remo. 

There are two major Belgian 
races Boardman feels are in his 
range in that first phase: the 
Fledte TOilkxm and the L£ge to 
Bastogne and tack classic. After 
a five-week break from raring be 

starts his Tour build-up. “I have 
fewer races in mv season than 
anyone else m my Kam but I have 
to come up with the results. . 
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Boardman: fine comeback 


“Since the aeddent I have 
missed success and being fit 
Racing, I don’t miss. It’s hard 
and it hurts. Now I have a lot 
of work ahead of me this win- 
ter to be ready in tune.” 

Boardman consoles himself 
with the thought that: “the ’four 
is not exactly the right prepa- 
ration for the Olympic pur- 
suit” That takes place five days 
after the four finishes -but he 
still has designs on a pursuit 
crown. 

“As far as furthering my ca- 
reer, pursuit racing doesn't 
mean much for business or as 
far as the rest of the world is 
concerned. I like h, though,” 
Boardman said. He intends to 
challenge Obree for the world 
pursuit title when the track 
championships are staged in 
Manchester next August 
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One thousand 
and counting 
for Edberg 


Tennis 


Stefan Edberg became only the 
fourth player to dock up 1,000 
top-class matches when he beat 
the Italian, Renzo Furian, 6-3 6-1 
to reach the second round of die 
Essen Open in Germany 
yesterday. The former Wimble- 
don champion joined Ivan 
I .anril, Jimmy flrainn rs and John 
McEnroe as the only players to 
have reached the milestone. 

Edberg said he would trea- 
sure the achievement for years 
to come. “It's a milestone- As 
you get older, these thing? get 
more important. It will mean a 
lot in 15 to 20 years from now.” 

He has a long way to go to 
catch Lendl, who tops the hst 
with L310 matches ahead of 
Connors (1,180) and McEnroe 
(L033). Edbergs 1.001st match 
is against Pete Sampras. 

Although the Swede has now 
slipped to'23rd in the rankings, 

he has no plans to retire yet “Not 

many players get to the 1,000th 
match. Tm glad I won it. I want 
to keep going as long as 1 feel I 
am playing good tennis.” 


Wales unveil their 
latest Quinnell model 


Rugby Union 


STEVE BALE 

Craig Quinnell will follow not 
only in father’s footsteps but 
these of brother and uncle as 
well when he makes his debut 
for Wiles against Fm at Cardiff 
Arms Park on 11 November. 

The 20-year-old Llanelli 
flanker, 6ft 6io and 18V*st, is the 
latest to gain the benefit of the 
Welsh selectors' policy of ex- 
treme youth, his iocluskm m the 
side , named yesterday among 
four changes from those who 
lost with honour in South Africa 
in September. 

• Craig’s father Derek, now a 
selector, won 23 caps in the 
Seventies and brother Scott, 
capped in 1993 when 21, played 
nine tunes before turning pro- 
fessorial with Wigan a year ago 

fifth-choice^ufMTO^Tow. 

The boys are also nephews of 
Bany John, the all-time great 
"Vtales standoff of Derek's ear- 
lier years, and there is yet 
another brother on the way 


through- Gavin, aged 11, is al- 
ready 5ft 9in ta ll . 

Craig is keen k* establish his 

personal credentials rather than 
rely on reputations established 
by Ins father and elder brother, 
though it is.a source of regret 
that Scott jond Craig, despite the 
closeness of their ages, never 
played a match together after 
the age of eight. 

“We’re not the same type of 
person or player and I want to 
think about what I can give the 
Welsh team when Fm there and 
not what they gave when they 
were there,” he said yesterday. 

Quinnell for Andrew Gibbs 
on the blind ride, the 21-year- 
old Andrew Moore - capped as 
a replacement in Johannes- 
burg -for Greg Prosser at lock, 
Whyne Proctor for Simon HHI 
on the wing and Nigel Davies 
from outride the squad to re- 
place Gareth Jones al centre are 
the changftc 

Ieuan Evans will beat John 
WSfems’s 55-cap Wfefeh record 
when he appears against Fiji, 
mention of the illustrious JPR 
befog a reminder of disquiet^ with 


Welsh play at the very highesi 
levels. JPR, now a selector, 
made dear his derogatory view 
of Neil Jenkins’ outside-haL 
play at the weekend. 

There is also contention ovei 
the omission of Gareth Llewel- 
lyn, particularly with two othei 
challengers, Prosser and Pad 
Arnold, befog figured. LleweDyr 
is widely believed to be payfoj 
the penalty for upsetting Alej 
Evans, the then coach, off the 
field during the World Cup 
something that is officially de- 
nied. 

WW£S (v rp. Cardiff, 11 Hovn ib e rt! . 
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S’* 5 ®** 51 ' iJSSF"* ICanBfl. C Jaokini 
(Swansea), S WHtams (Neath). 

H Harlequins will stage three 
rugby lea^ie games nest month 
The London Broncos will pla) 
at The Stoop, starting on 1 No 
vember against St Helens. The 
other fixtures are against Hali- 
fax on 15 November and War- 
rington four days later. 


WEEKEND FIXTURES AND POOLS FORECAST 


m 

IWWlVtovBiwon — 

2 Kaeiaum v Cnesas 

3 Laeds * Cownoy _____ 

4 Impoal v Man dRy-™.. 
3MflnUttvMiddksbra«H 

5 OPR v Nodm Fonet.. 


ITSackpooi vOtert Urd. 


7 Shaft Wad vWw Ham ^ — 1 

8 Wirnfatadon w Souftampun . 1 

naita Soadqr: To tt e n ha m v flaw cm i i . 

|f_ w ^ w i TVr Itmi u 
nijiiC wntwy. pwui VAnongi, 

p i rfal al gft laapw HMOMaiM 

9 Civitoy v sake — ; x 

10 LaeeswvOyoal pataca : 1 

llMtod vWastBram X 

12Pcramau* vWrfera J. 

13 Rwir* v IpsMch . 


la Btamamoaftwcaifiste „ 

19 BcaaM * Burnley 

30 ta^aon v BnsM Rons . 

31 Bratot Oty v Wataal ..... 
22 Otam i Brandon) . 


35 l£ytDfi Onaa w WIgBn , 
30MatBfle«vButy^_ 
37 Northam p ton » Barat . 


23 Nona Otaatjr * tendon . 
34 Peutamutfi v Vom 


38 Rochdale v Ctanbndgs UU. 1 

39 Scaftunxqp v (Dasor X 

40 Torquay v Sonhorpe ; o 


B^Ta SeottWi LMgM 


Socond Division 

ay»WFifc, 

S2 Forfar \ 


rv Clyde. 


3S Sternlxay v ftoftethem . 
30 Stodoon v Chestarfekt _ 
STMatanvtetH.... 
28 Mfycomhe v Hid 


1 

JC 


34 Southend vHuddwtfald A 

iBSwdenHv8sffldM-_^._ - — & 

IB WWnertiamponv Shaft UM 1 

Ain ptaytag 0»t on (B^oai)e DaAyv Oktan. 
PlRThlg SUTdsyr Luu v Onto. Nandch v 
Tfamtere, Port Vete v Btfmmjham. 


ItaMDMstoa 

29 Canat v Colchester 

30 Daqinson v Plymouth . 
33. Doncasarv Preston _ 
32 Eater vlmcoft. 


41 CMSc v Abercfeen 

42 WrtvHaans-— 

43 tsamvi v KHmanock 

44 Pam* v Mother*^ __ 

45Ranhv RanOm — 


RtitDMsin 
4S Mats v DiMaa_ 


S3 Queen of South vMontro®: 1 

34 Stringy Benvidt. 2 

E5 Stranraer v Snnftousemuv__ 2 

Third DMsios 

SBABMMuABoa. 


87 Brachu v cafefertan TTraOe _ 
— COtwtenhwff) vOuMA-a Pxk 


33 Futm v Hartcxd 

34 Hantapool * Gingham 


47 Cftdeoonh v KatnAon . 

48 tenbaoonvMqiton. 


49 Ekntn WtJ v Dinfcnrfkie 
WSt Jotnstone v St Miron __ 


A to jto ylng (rert on taupeca): bwn eston 
Aithoifli. Rtas Qotny v Ent Satag. 

AwtenOadten vcwsaa. M8 mB vwt 

ggn^M toQBnvPIffnmh. Dundee UBwDu 
Bumtay, tenaon. 

T” lhhjwoL Manont 

**4 LatassW, Suntotand. Wycomoe. u 
wt Qrverfc Cetac, Htestaan. Cawtenbeeai. 
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sport 


COCA COLA CUP: Barnsley out-gunned by the professionals while last 




ORd 



season's finalists fail to advance at home 




on upstarts 


■ GUY HODGSON 


Barnsley 

Arsenal 


Chester 
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Arsenal may be shedding ihe 
flinty image of George Gra- 
ham’s latter days, but it does not 

mean they cannot be hard- 
faced when they warn to be. Last 
night they did a thoroughly 
professional job on First Divi- 
sion Barnsley to remove them 
from the Coca-Cola Cup. 

Wiping away the home 
team’s pretty football like so 
much unnecessary froth, they 
won this third-round match 
with two goals late in the first 
half by Steve Bould and Den- 
nisBexgkamp. On a damp night 

the final wet blanket was thrown 
on an upset by Martin Keown’s 

header 15 minutes from time. 

There is a theory among 
people who rarely frequent 
Oafcwell that Barnsley are un- 
able to hold a football match 
without a storm breaking out 
above them. Last night duly con- 
formed to that prejudice, the 
wind and rain lashing down in 
a manner worthy of Withering 
Heights. 

In short it was foul and equal- 
ly brief was the Arsenal pitch in- 


most of morsels am 

closing minutes oft 
they struck Uke vipers.; 

The first goal came from a 
free-kick 25 yaipds out that was 
passed short frpih- 'Gkmn 
Helder to Bergfc&mp, who hit 
the ball low towap&me far cor- 
ner. Watson sa^'stipeibty to 


median. The players toe* to the 
field bedecked in the club blaz- 


•. . .ear 


■ ■. 


era and ties, and stayed all of 30 
seconds before retreating hasti- 
ly to the dressing-room, no 
doubt deciding to play with the 
dements first if they could 
work out which way that was. 

Under the circumstances 
good football was unlikely and 
in the first 30 minutes Arsenal 
adhered to that faithfully. Bare- 
ly two passes were strung to- 
gether by the Premiership team 
and they must have been stag- 
gered to reach the interval two 
goals ahead. 

For 37 minutes the visiting 
threat had amounted to one 
through ball by Dennis Beig- 
kamp that was picked off lan 
Wright's toes by Barnsley’s Eng- 
land Under-21 goalkeeper, 
David Vfetscm.ButtivcGiimircrs 


his grasp and 
the rebound. . * v v . : . - 

After 41 "rirmti-w Jt was 2-0 
and again Bdgfcamp’s shooting 
proved decisive: SteseDavis^he 
Barnsley centre-back, allowed 
the ball to bounce off him and 
the Dutch striker pounced. See- 
ing no colleague in a more 

20 yards. 

It was cruel for Barnsley 
who had begun the match play- 
ing fike the sun was shining and 
the air was still. Their short 
passing was a joy and if they had 
shown the same accuracy near- 
er the goal they could have gone 
in at half-time with parity at 
least. David Seaman saved at 
his near post from Andy Lid- 
dell after six minutes and his 
posts were shaved by a header 
from Andy Payton eight min- 
utes later. 

Arsenal have the most par- 
simonious defence in the Prem- 
iership, having conceded only 
five goals. Although attacking 
their back four had been like 
banging your head on a rock, 
Barnsley tried, firing in long 
range shots from Payton and 
Owen Archdeacon in the 55th 
and 56th minutes that tested 
Seaman’s agility. 

Despite this, the feeling was 
growing that Barnsley's defiance 
was an act of futility, and t h a t 
impression was endorsed when 
after 76 minutes Andy Liddell 
bUo£d a penalty over the bar. 



Sheer concentration: Mon Shearer holds off David Hokteworth, of Watford, during Blackburn’s 2-1 victory at Vicarage Road Photograph: Peter Jay 


Little in way of relief for Bolton 


DERICK ALLSOP 


Bolton Wanderers 
Leicester City 


i & 3 - 2 J: Wacaon; Eaton. D*Ms (Ram- 
mofl, 60 . Bstap, Moses, AxMncon; BUfcck. 
Station. fedfeam; toon, Uddal. SMUh 

notusrat Rfflnmefi, JBdoon, Buder(0O. 
Anmnd Setaman; DWn Mwrs. Bortd, 
Wnwrbom; Mason. Kemm, Jansen (Hitfiac, 
8 U. HakJecBefjjMnp, Wrfcjit (Hanson, 81 }- 
S U b rtlU ta not nmd: Bertram (04- 

: jwkiw'tstDanonte’Turt^ »•: 


A season is along time in foot- 
ball and Bolton Wanderers, 
Coca-Cola Cup finalists last 
spring, are confronting the 
prospect of an autumn nut this 
time to compound their anxi- 
eties in the league after last 
night’s goalless draw. 

Bolton have long relished 
the role of underdog hi Cup 
competition and it seemed just 
like old times as they mapped 
at the heels of normally more 
assured opponents. They have, 
after all, been a Premiership 
chib in name antysofet,and are 


m peril of an immediate return 
to the First Division. 

Current form would suggest 
they would, on the way, pass 
Leicester, who top the End- 
sleigh League and arrived at 
Bumden Park undefeated away 
from home. 

That record came under in- 
stant threat from a Bolton side 
released from the in timidating 
environment of the top people’s 
league. They assaulted Leices- 
ter's defence in the manner that 
carried them to Wembley last 
season and denied Leicester the 
time to settle into their pre- 
ferred rhythm. 

■ Twice in the early minutes 
Richard Sneekes appeared in 
shooting positions, testing 
Kevin Poole with a deflected . 


shot and then pushing the ball 
wide. Mark Patterson made 
good use of a slippery surface, 
neatly side-stepping his would- 
be marker and shooting just too 
high. 

Mixu Paatelainen evidently 
had too much time to consider 
his options from Alan Thomp- 
son’s nod-on and ultimately 
contrived to miss the target by 
some distance. Thompson, too, 


wasted an opportunity, failing 
te trie necessary spin 


to complete) 
and delivery. 

Garry Parker attempted to 
coax Leicester off the back 
foot but it was the more mus- 
cular contribution of Iwan 
Roberts which represented the 
most serious danger to Bolton 
in the first half. The striker was 


i> .• ■ 
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defied by Stephen McAnespie's 
excellent intervention and then 
he strode the fool of a post with 
a header. 

Bolton regenerated their mo- 
mentum after the break and 
again Sneekes pushed himself 
to the front of the firing squad. 
Alas for the home team, ms di- 
rection was still awry. 

Bolton were neartycangbt on 
the break again but David 
Lowe's miscue spared them 
acute embarrassment Lowe 
turned provider for the ad- 
vancing Mick Whitlow, .who 
forced a lunging save from Bra- 
nagan. 

Parker's influence opened 
more avenues for Leicester and 
the slightest deflection was 
enough to frnsttate Mark Blake 


when it seemed his raking shot 
was gpalbound. 

Alan Stubbs relieved the 
pressure, striding forward from 
his post in front of the bade four, 
to shoot powerfully from 30 
yards but straight at Kevin 
Poole. 

David Lee, the substitute, 
brought with him fresh hope, 
seeing a lobbed shot drift just 
wide and then creating the con- 
fusion from which Sneekes* 
shot was turned over. 


Bolton Wendarw* (4-1-3-2): Branagpn; 
McAnespie, FMCkUtf). Bar^son, Phaps; 
Stubbs; Sneates, PaOarcon (laa, 63), Thomp- 
son; McGtatoy, PaateMnen (De Freitas. 88). 
S u b Ututa not uud: Devisor 100. 


Ctty ( 5 - 3 - 1 - 1 ): Pooto; Grayson. 
Carey. RaOng, Htfl, Whitlow; Taylor, Pater. 
Btafta; Loan; Roberts. SnbatBntes oat useifc 
Lawrence, Katec ( 00 , RoUns. 


B eleii ie. A Wfloa (Qraatar-te-Strem). 
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Rangers doubled up by Dodds 


david mckinney 


hi 


reports from Hampden Park 
Rangers 1 

Aberdeen 2 
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Alex Fteiguson, when he was 
manager of Aberdeen, main- 
tamed that if the Dons were to 
wifityanaurs they bad to trav- 
els Glasgow end beat Rangers 
or .Celtic- or both. At Hamp- 
den last night Billy Dodds 
so5re<^wice for Aberdeen to 
seoDre fbr them a Coca-Cola 
0^ final place, and with their 
q^knibnts coming from 
: tonight ’s all -Fust Division tie 
Between Airdrie arid Dundee 
^chances are Aberdeen will 
; -win their ifirst trophy in five 
I years. . . 

Dodds’ iro.gptte came mtiie 
\ second half at a time when the 

( Rangers defence was in a sham- 
bolic shape, and although Oleg 
Saknko pulled a goal back: for 


Rangers with five minutes re- 
maining Aberdeen bung on for 
a memorable victory. ' 

Rangers, without Richard 
Gough, who had joined an 
ever-growing injury list, served 
notice of intent within seconds 
of the start, with Gordon Durie 
kicking off down the left before 
crossing for Ally McCoist, 
whose low shot snaked wide of 
the far post. 

That confident booster be- 
hind them, Rangers set about 
dominating the opening period 
with Paul Gascoigne, in partic- 
ular, displaying his skills in an 
impressive start. 

Earlier in the day be had stat- 
ed that be was playing the best 
football of his career arid while 

the trademark rens with the ball 

perched on his toe were evident, 
so too was a willingness to scrap 
in the middle of the field and to 
indude others in the. game with 
short accurate passes. 

. Rangers appeared to be a 


yard quicker than their oppo- 
nents m their efforts to further 


exorcise theghosts of TUrin. fol- 
lowing Saturday's 4-1 victory 
over Hearts. 

Aberdeen, however, gradu- 
ally eased their way into a game 
wbkh was wdl short of the stan- 
dard these two chibs have pro- 
duced in cop ties in the past. 

Haring started the second 
half in more purposeful mood, 
Aberdeen were rewarded for 
(heir change in attitude sk min- 
utes after the re-start when 
Dodds put them ahead. The 
goal owed much to a scintillat- 
ing run by Eoin Jess who re- 
leased Dodds' inside the 
Rangers' penalty area and, 
when his first effort rebounded 
off a defender, the Aberdeen 
striker retained his composure 
to stride on to the loose ball and 
shoot low past Andy Goram. 

Three minutes later Stephen 
Glass curled a shot narrowly 
over the tar but as Rangers 


launched the counter-offen- 
sive their goalkeeper, Michael 
Watt, displayed his nerves when 
he flapped at a corner in the 
61st minute which, thankfully 
for him, was cleared by the de- 
fence. 

Aberdeen scored their sec- 
ond goal eight minutes later, 
again through Dodds. A cross 
from Glass from the left was 
inch perfect for the diminutive 
striker, who had eluded his 
marker and scored with a pow- 
erful downward header. 

Rangers gave themselves a 
chink of light with five minutes 
remaining when Salenko shot 
powerfully past the goalkeeper 
and his nearside post from 18 
yards. 


Pressure on 
League to 
sign TV deal 


Final reckoning rests 
on Duffy’s decision 


Rang*!* (3-4-3>: Goran; Moore ODurart. 60), 
Brawi, Prate; Ctetand (MikhaScfianto, 80). 
Mcusen. GwcoiB^vwa: McCostSatwfca 
Durio. S nt ra muf not mad: Murray. 


Atanfeen (d-4-2): Walt; Gram, Intffc, Smtfi, 
McKmnrie: MUer (Hflthacston, 84). Bn 


, Barnard. 

Jess, Ossa; Boom. Dodds. Subst i tute s my 
used: Shearer. SneKte* (00- 
Rstorae: H DsBss (Mathsnml). 


A £1185m five-yeqr television 
deal was in the balance last night 
after the Football League said 
it could not meet the deadline 
for acceptance laid down by the 
Football Association. 

The League president, Gor- 
don McKeag, had asked for 
more time to consider the record 
offer which would be worth 
£l&5m next season -an increase 
from the original £17m - and 
£25m a year for the foltowingfour 
years. Instead he was told by 
Lancaster Gate that he must 
give an answer by 4pm tomor- 
row. This poses a problem for 
the League’s board of directors, 
who are also considering a TV 
deal with the Premier League. 

First Division chib chairmen 
are not scheduled to gather 
until a fortnight tomorrow at 
Leicester, ana McKeag would 
like to delay a reply on the FA 
deal until after that meeting. 


The Dundee player-manager, 
Jim Duffy, feces a dflemma over 
his own position for the Coca- 
Cola Gup semifinal with Airdrie 
at McDianrdd Park tonight. The 
36-year-old, who has recovered 
from a serious knee injury, is to 
decide this morning whether to 
pick himself. 

Dundee are attempting to 
reach their first final since 
meeting neighbours Dundee 
United in the same competition 
15 years ago and Duffy, who 
played in Saturday’s 1-1 draw 
with Clydebank, said: “1 am not 
sure how I would handle two 
games in the space erf a few days, 
but at the same time I know 
there is going to be a lot of pres- 
sure out there - and I know 1 
could handle that.” 

Duffy proved his nerve by 
stepping forward to score in the 
penalty shoot-out as Dundee 
overcame Hearts after their 
4-4 quarter-final draw. 


As weU as deciding on his own 
place in the side, Duffy faces an 
anxious wait for weekend casu- 
alties Morten Wieghorst and 
Neil Duffy, the manager’s 
nephew, who both picked up 
knocks against Clydebank. 
Homeless Airdrie, currently 


ground-sharing with Gyde in 
Cumbernauld, go into their 


fifth semi-final in five years 
with their English striker Steve 


Cboper admitting Scotland's 
nomads may have cured his 
itchy feet. The 31-year-old has 
been with a string of clubs in a 
chequered career but admits 12 
months with the Diamonds 
have left him believing he might 
for once stay put. “1 feel really 
settled here and so are the 
family, ” said Cooper, signed 
from York Gty a year ago. 

Airdrie have a full squad to 
choose from, with Kenny Black 
(calf) and Paul Jack (thigh 
strain) the only slight doubts. 
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beat, among 
.. T 7 — ~ .>~yton, the solo 

TOiiiKHhe^wjadd yachtswoman. 

TheS^SabSty award wentto 
Ani^ r of Cowes, and 

crew Tarty Downs, of London, 
and Ifcny'Waiet, of Sheffield, 
for their gold medal perfor- 
■ jnarice in the World Disabled 
-Sailing' Championships. Cas- 
'sefl is expeaed to be named as 
skipper of the crew to represent 
Britain at the Paralympics in 
Atlanta next year. 

Henri Str^eledd, who found- 
ed in Manchester the Henri 
loyd qxirtsdothing company, 
...as givea a Retime achieye- 
ment award by file former King 
Constmttine of Greece. An 
curironmeutal award , spon- 
sored by Pferifins Engines was 
~ ~ to tttd-.Surfeis Affiinst 
campaign. 



Sheffield outclassed again 


Basketball 


-Three weeks ago the Euro- 
pean champions, Real Madrid, 
could beat Sheffield Sharks by 


.v jnnuuw.»>, ■— — -r~ 

i’. Championship, writes 

Dubcah Ifoopen It is a pleasure 
of Sheffields struggles in recent 
weeks that the Behtian cham- 


UU CWMS1 W teH f i-JO M 

Forge last night in the first 1^ 
of the thfrd qualifying round erf 
the European Qqx 
Only Roger HngghB seemed 
to have shaken off the hangover 
following Sheffield's drubbings 


at last weekend’s McDonald's 
Championship. Ostend are 
hardly in the class of Real 
Madrid or Maccabi Tel Aviv, 
Sheffield’s conquerors at the 
Londbn Arena, but they are stiD 
full-time professionals. 

Huggins scored 19 first half 
points as Sheffield trailed 38-28 
at the interval after being hit by 
a 14-4 run in the last thrasmin- 
utes.of the halt However, Hug- 
/ two free throws 


m the second period as Ray' 
Mitt±eD, Daniel Goethals and 


Ronny Bayer calmly built a 
commanding lead for next 
week’s second leg. 


McRae has title In his sights 


Rallying 


have made the RAC Rally their 


Cohn McRae is on course to be- 
come Britain’s first world rally 
champion after climbing to 
second place on the second 
day of the Catalonia Rally. 

The Scot’s main rival fra- the 
title, Juba KanBameo, held a 
convincing lead in the race— bav- 

'• . ' J - - -1-. KctMKfi 


own. 


. “It’s a superb opportunity for 
me," said McRae, who is eight 
seconds behind the race leader, 
Carlos Sainz. 

If ihe positions remain un- 
changed today, McRae and his 
Subaru team-mate Sainz will 
lead the World Championship 


-until he crashed oo the 16* 
special stage, and McRae can 
now tap him for the ultimate 
prize at the RAC Ralfy. the final 
race of the series, next month. 

Tn recent years, McRae and 
his co-driver, Derek Ringer, 


on 70 points. 
KanSkkui 


„jnen, who had ex- 
tended his lead in the rally to 
almost a minute before crash- 
ing, has 62. The reigning cham- 
pipn. Didder Auriol, is now in 
ihird place, 44 seconds behind 
McRae. 


SPORTING DIGEST 


FOOTBALL RESULTS 


Coca-Cola Cup third roond 

BmstartD) 0 Araantf <2) ...... .,.3 

18,429 Bould 38 

BH 0 omp 42 
Known 76 

Mnahugini (p — 1 TranuMia (OJ 1 

McGraai og2 Moore 86 

13.762 . 

Bfrirte^wn'S Gaiy Cooper rent off. 37 

Bofton »J) ( a fcwfr 0 

9066 


Bray C2)~ 


6500 "' Sant 5 . RffiW IS 

MBfeflaOanrtiiwrtflflKrSemtfWUi 

W M ftwl 1 Mi -M rem (O) _ 

Pt»Bps 43 Shearer 58 

Nml79 


Auto Wtadtreraws ShMcL 
Northoni first round 

RocMala (2) 5 Oaritngton O) ^ 

WhrtBhal 7 OtosonS 

Gr#fianofi 33 Aopto|jy 82 

U&JdenSS. 73, 74 1 

ScotUak Coca-Cola Cop 
S o il f i nal 


Safeco 85 

26,131 
faHmpdenPaik&K^M/t 


Dodds 51 . 69 


CM Vaaxhatt Coaforaaca 


600 


JK47, Wan 67) ftiflaa 1 OQarawn/S); Wt 
bach 2 (KsssBgwni 26. Maw 54) BBMavCc 
^bim 2(aate48.SteWngpen67)ha:- 
(Scob 52. MM 851 taore at 80 mhfc I 




IS, wtDonre so. 7« ftareawd ww MMObk 
3 (Gets 67. Uri) 82. BteMfcn 90) 
IOSllAajei»La«jluinMBtnn'iwyiwiOa^ 
bav 0: Sutton un 4 Harow Borat«h a 
LEMSUE Of WALKS WBW Cap tfett ronwt 
Cnm#i^iQu^fonads4Hctfwel4:Wfl41F« 
0;LansnftaU INewtomS. 

PONIMS LEAGUE Second DMrion : Man. 

dwEarCtyOVMnaMd 0. - 

NVOtt MSUMNCE CdMHNMION Flret DM- 


rimBdaol Ow 0 Soultanwion Poftamouth 
X Srindgn iTquwi’i Pte* Rteew 2 MO«U 


1 C»f Marrow BDTx^rWBK Nam lMansix 

Saoond PWU l u n in ao re CniT bmewhAiaite 

Utd 2, 

DUTCH IXMUB; UtrectB 1 (Oreanoopt u PSV 
EWWwo4 (VafcfoU. W»S6,J«*6a,Coeu 
79). 


American footbafi 

WL: New Errand 27 BuRato 14. 


wtth the post akxi^cte me former Sur- 
rey stahat, tntMiabAlam.andanotter 
Australian, Dave GUben. 


Ice hockey 

NHL Montreal 6 LoS 
Anahean 1. 


Anffiot 3; CSMtadD 3 


Badminton 

Andos Nielsen, the English national 
chanxwjn, win pay his own way to try 
to qualify for next year's Olympics 
after hsUng his ban. Issued on 
irmod by tfw Badminton 
of England yesterday, 
wfll receive no financial 
support from the association until 
after the end of January because he 
withdraw from the British Grand Slam 
tournament In Perth In September 
without a medical certificate. 


Basketball 


EUROPEAN CUP ItiM maid tint !a£ 

ShofWd Sheds 58 Ostand (BaO 71. 


H ■■■Ire mf 

itoxuig 

The 23^earoid Glaswegian. Steve 
Mcieyy, stopped his opponent Alan 
Peacock, in the sixth mind at 
Glasgow's Si Andrw's Sporting Club 
to collect the vacant Scottish Light- 
wefosrweigta tide on Monday night It 
was McLew’s seventh win In 
outins ki the paid rente and brought: 
him nls first belt since hte amateur 
days. It was the first professional 
show in the city since the trage death 
of Janes Murray, the British bantam- 
weight title chafenggr. after his fight 
with Drew Docherty 11 days ago. . 
PROFESSIONAL PROMOTION (St A n drew* 
SpanM Ctti. Olaccirel KVnl ICMpwnlur- 
wslfbt Sw Seottbh tBfcJ: S Mdjny (GR^m) 
bt A Pf.KK.ii (CumbemauW lte Gdi. 


Football 

Vs Park Rangss have slated Lee 
j, an 18-year^ild goalkeeper from 
ea^ie Lincoln United, on a two- 
year deal. 

Sky Sports are m screen live coverage 
of the FA Cup ftrer-round ties between 
\tork Cdy and Notts County or Sunday, 
12 November (kick-off 4pm) and 
wycombe wanderers v Gingham on 

Monday 13 November (8pm). 
MONDAY'S LAIC RESUJS: QM VHBtel Coo- 
tb(«Ke:SD9enBff4WAdbigl.liAIMmiTR>. 
Nyttrrt wM W iN raradi«awd wp NiiKBMni 
2 Sutton Ca*JN*l J(8»BWi«Ac«vetDLB«»6- 
BrbfeS; DiA«* renMlCarenfean 2 Caohafen 
M/wma ra WnmcwTU. Baaor Horeaa Uaaw 
Premier DMMoie Oi*ratOTf 0 Crawley ft 
Wortaswi MenhvrZ. Ida tea^ia D*- 

vMnOeydro2Bacfntf llkMOMNaETnoi! 
5Lewi l. tMbond lewM CMadfaOap M- 
ood rooMfe Bstap AuEttM 2 Sperriymccr h 
ftree Ny 1 B Mh ^Hyoe 3 MUton ted 1 Peo- 

bwn l: VMwf 1 Betion O. Saeond OMMere Hut 
0 Bradftml City 3: Prasttm 0 Aaonwa S.ThM 
OMaiomlJncoln38tDiJQin2.AM»lnnraau 
CowibkndJoa Ast DbWoa: Tcnentam 2 Wm- 
bWdfln 1. Pretn^ re a a t aa M ut Sportng Labor 
2 UaramoO. Laadtadpo*&cmBlPDnD(PS, 
PB22K 2 Soomve^SK 3 Bertha B-17). UBVl 
UndsfU Chaaqdtnatdp QuaHrytae m 
(HMWreba, En0wd 1 BN0wn 0. 


Motorcydfaig 

British motorcycling has announced ns 
biggest ever promotional package. In- 
volvinga new-look. mutti-inilHon-pound 
televised championship. The new com- 
petition, to be screened by BSC TV’s 
Grandstand programme, wiO comprise 
20 rounds over 10 meetings. The over- 
all winner will be classified as Britain's 
No 1 motorcyclist. 

The Italian rider. Dortano Rombon, has 
s0ied a twchyoar contract to ride for Apnk 
ia fithe 500cc Grand Prtx World Ctem- 

ptonship. At tne end of n«t season both 
parties wi then decade whether he should 

remain in the top categMy or return to 
the 25Qcc champM 


CACUONU RALLY (Uaret da Mu) Second dw 

wsaa 

m hnpnsB 408; 3 p AukH (Fi) Tmraa CMca 
+52: 4 P uam tni Subnu mpaa +1^0; E T 

M4mn (FW Uaajbshitenear+ 2 fl« TFW 


9 q tssmw (Ss) Ran*rtl pa M 7:10 a Km- 


b 03 Tqoia Ceaea +U£2. 


Cooks 
prove 
best of 
the rest 


Rugby League 


DAVE HADF1ELD 
reports from Gigg Lane, Bury 
Ireland 6 

Cook islands 22 


The tiny Cook Islands became 
the best of the rest in Ibe world 
of rugby league, overcoming 
brave Irish resistance to win the 
Halifax Emerging Nations 
World Cup last nighL 

Ahhough the South Pacific 
side were always the more mo- 
bfle and fluent, it was only in the 
Iasi seven minutes that two tries 
guaranteed them victory. 

Despite a torrential down- 
pour tnai threatened to turn 
them into submerging nations, 
the two finalists showed why 
they had reached this stage of 
a gratifyingly successful com- 
petition by moving the ball am- 
bitiously from the start. 

It was the Irish who made the 
breakthrough, however, the Is- 
landers’ allowing Martin 
Crompton’s kick to bounce and 
eventually fall for the right- 
winger, Phelim Comexford. 

The Cooks, with their scrum- 
half, Ali Davys, setting up play 
deverty, got into any number of 
promising positions, but the 
combination of the difficult han- 
dling conditions and some stern 
Irish defence kept them out. 

In the 24th minute, the 
Cooks made their pressure tell, 
Davys* pass sending Alex Ker- 
in ode over. The Islanders took 
the lead with a disputed try 10 
minutes later, Craig Bowen 
chipping over the defence and 
kicking ahead again for Sonny 
Shepherd to score from an ap- 
parently offside position. The 
damage was compounded by 
Meti Noovau’s first goal. 

After looking on the point of 
cracking again in the eariy stage 
of the second half, Ireland 
clawed their way back into the 
game. Good dose support play 
took them into the Cods’ 22 and 
a high tackle by Jason Thmu on 
Richard Smyth yielded a penal- 
ty safety landed by Comerford. 

It was Ireland’s turn to press 
now, but the Cooks turned de- 
fence into attack, breaking out 
of their own half for their 
blood-bin substitute. Tangi Thn- 
gi Metua, to be tackled without 
the ball and for Noovao to re- 
store their six-point lead. 

With the game understandably 
becoming messier, Ireland wast- 
ed their best chance Mien Phil 
Owens knocked on at another 
scrum near the line. The Cook 
Islands immediately made them 
pay, Bowen kicking through and 
winning the race to get the fin- 
gertip on the baD despite slipping 
and scrabbling the last few yards 
on hands and knees. 

The Irish never bowed the 
knee, but in the last minute 
James Cuthere forced his way 


over and the Polynesian drums 
word over 


had the last word over the Irish 
pipes in the world music fusion 
on the touchline in front of the 
4,147 crowd. 

COOK iSLAWSe ttm dratanga-Mnweia}: 
Shepherd (Ngaterv^a-Maoverai, Ratal 
tTiWs-Maraoai^J.IVrare mwa-Maraereiv 
09,1Mu [TLpfipd-MMflrenei); Bowen (Rjmt- 
ra) . Davym (Brisbane); Mreter fftertargfc) 
-JtofiMGU, OflmtEMUK&Tannfittan). 
- Pi-. ~ . n 0le.M a awra). Herey (Tun- 


PfrMmrmpi}, mono {AucMarefl. SUM 
htaKlW(lGpBPfrMtaBwnff)terHavy.63. 
IRELAMfc Gordon (Bangor VHdn^); Com- 
erford {Drtjfci Blues). Mehaid Sottft (HaU- 
teJjWcJqf SreWi (Bangor WWngs), 
Wrnwe ggMt (Down Blues); MoEUatton 
£* «ey n*». Crereptofl (Okmaml; Snyth 
BSn'iSsotav), McCalNon (unattached). Crreey 
(Feaihentone). Gndnoy (Lc^i Minere). Not- 


tel (NeMsome Maoaesi, Owens (Oufey HB. 

0-Su»*n (Dufadn BJuest tor 


SdMttutns: 1 _ 

Smh, 53: Foy (NMmqA tar R**y Smah. 
53; Chreiy (DUjin EBues) lor Qiamey. 64; 
Doyle flXMn Blues) fbr Gordon, 69. 
RefOreo: D Hale (New Zealand). 


Snooker 

SKODA BRAND KDC (Soadartml) Thfrd 
nsreufc FtTBrien BDrt JWtanarn (Then 5-3. 


Squash 

FRMCE BRmSH UNDER-1A AND IMDEIM2 
cwumoHSHlPS (Welwyn BbrIm Ctty): 
goye Under 34. tend heir P Barter (EasaJ 
bt ; WUrirap (YwfcjhtWI 9-1 9-0 0-2; M Gre- 
iw (Draftam and Oewat o nd) b: R Dawes (VWI 
810 6-9 9-7 9-6 9-4. Rnufc Better bt Gre- 
hen 90 8>10 109 93. Under J2 eeaUtaelr 
ARetees (YoriWwc) bt J Dodfl (MdtaseO 9-6 
9-6 ^7; P Campbel cSenl bt J Haycocks 
Nlfcreensretifee) 9-1 9-6 7-9. 93. Rm* 
FlDtheB blCarrobefi 104. 94L 9-5. GHs Utw 
deMA eereMSnala: J DtaicaH IVWtehre) bt L 
Lendi .(Scot 9-1 9-5 93; A hdal ilancasrtrel 
W2J»B%«rtshret 9-294 W.Rirat Oun- 
crtfbt Held 9-2 3-9 10094. Uoder 12 m*oI- 
flnaiK A WUoa (Mddtasex) bt K Stephens 
(NoxtbenvpimEtwel 90 9-2 9-3: Z CUttmcn 
Wamptani bt L lengMm (lenc^ael W 9-5 
94. Final: WMta bt Cugmen 9-2 9-19-5. 


Cricket 

datama cannon. Die ! 
tiwfey paled company wfth the coun- 
ty by mutual consent In 1992 , Ns frst 
season In char^. hemasaamrdecltfiefr 
double of the Rapid Cricketline Swontl 
XI Championship and Bain dariaonlto- 

a But Mo subaecuert seasons of un- 
led promise under Cfinton and 
ifesaflsact fan atttiewayihBcluaisbe- 
Ing run left members angry and frus- 
trated. Teny Alderman, the former 
Australian pace bowtei; k being linked 


Golf 

Jose Maria Olazabal feces at least sk 
more months of treatment to the foot 
problem that has pJagjcd him afi year 
and whioh keaps him out of this week’s 
Wohro Masters in Spain. Olazabal, who 
iMthdrewfrom Europe’s Ryder Cup srde 
Bnd the Spanish Allied Durtri CUp team, 
has now set his s#rts on tawning at 
the TfeiBiyo Masters bi Japan nen monfli. 


Ru^by League 

Sheffield Eagles yesterday signed Paid 
Obcon, Ihe fiatner Great Britain Test ftr- 
ward, from the Bradford Bulls for 
E20.000 In a Bvo-and-a-haif year deaL 
HAUFWt BIKIHMa NdilMNS WORLD CW H- 

era Ceeh Mend* tlO) S3, bvtad [« a teak 

^ faratiifkwao 3, W tenfc Tre* CoS 
font BoereCormnorfora. (a. 147V 


Hockey 

James Duthle, the 1984 Olympic 
Bronze medallist and anjently player- 
coach of Subiton, has been appoint- 
ed team coach with Dewd Whitaker as 
duef coach for Great Britain's build-up 
to the Oiympfc qualifier in Barcelona in 
January, Jon Co^p, coach to Reading, 
has been named assistant. 


Rugby Union 

CHccon Edwards, the Leicester centre, 
has joined Newport in a quest to fur- 
ther hfe international careen The 22- 
yeaKiid, who has played one ffme tor 

Wales A ajpraa France A earlior the yeas 

has been told that, if he wants .10 
proaesswserter level, he needs to pfey 

Welsh cluti rngjjc 

cub watMteiiinN a Kamu hmo;o<- 
tart Un* 3 Mnm 9. Oneafled: TraS^r « cmss 
Kew EMM MM » Moumn Mu 


Tennis 

Greg RusadsM starts as dear favouma 
for the men's prize m tne Guatoian Di- 
rect national title in Telford next week. 
At No 43. he Is L202 places above his 
first opponent. 19-year-oW Colin Ben- 
nett of Ross-on-Wye. m the world rank- 
ings. Rusedski s scheduled tor a 
semi-final against Mark Patchey, who 
bqotWmm the SWfe Araw townament. 
Jeremy Bates, cheang a sSranth natponal 
tide and the fourth in succession, will 
start sfpnst Nick Wbal of Hampshire am 
is seeded to meet Tim Henman in the 
semi-finals. Brighton's Clare Wood, 
who regained the British No 1 ranking 
this year, wtf begin her quest for a thud 
titia against Banbuiy’s CWre IbgfeK whto 
lizzie Jefe, the second seed, starts 
against Jane Wbod of Enfield. 

gte» Hist nwd (MtaBBHt): T Henman (G8i 
bt > Surtc (Oroa) £4 6-2. 
OSSIOraKOeriMn _ 

M StaWf tow) bt M fwfcpooussn ( 

6-3; B Steven DO bt A ffBnan |i 
D VBMkflS Rep) bt B RnfiettFf) 6-3 1-fifrl; 
S EOtwg (Sab) bt R Furian (tt) 6-3 6-1, J Wln- 
« i* (Nrtti) k P Haarbias (Neth) 6-1 6 - 1 : B 
Stack CtaO K P Kuatran (Gen 6-3 6-U J Fraro 
Wqfl bt 0 Orapdov (Uitt 6-2 fri id WDod- 
tanta tAw) tePt&nrje (US) 6-3 6-2. Sw- 
o«i rauMC Y KrtaWsM Vtos) bt A Vomn tftosi 
64 2-6 6-1; 8 Better (Geri bt M Gustatsson 
(9wo) 7-6 64: M Wbsrtnpon (US) te A Gau- 
dens ft) 7-54-6 6-3. 
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'2000 AND ONE STADIUM \ 

Mike Rowbottom on the race to build the hew national ^ren: 


k 


Newell leaves 


it late to land 


knock-out blow 


Football 

GREG WOOD 
Watford 

Blackburn Rovers 


Ray Harford will claim that it 
is the result which matters, but 
although Blackburn Rovers ad- 
vanced to the fourth round of 
the Cbca-Cofa Cup here fast 
night, their performance bare- 
ly deserved even a replay. Tb 
come from behind with two sec- 
ond-half goals may show char- 
acter, but their problem is that 


there is no quality to go with 
it. 

After 10 minutes the Tannoy 
asked supporters still queuing 
outside the North Stand to 
trudge round to the south instead 
but at die time it might have 
been kinder to advice them to 
forget it and go home. By then, 
it was already apparent that the 
wind and rain, combined with a 


on both sides, would make it a 
very long 90 minutes. 

It was 19 minutes before ei- 
ther goal faced a serious threat 
and another three before a 


Inter prepare fresh 
offer for Cantona 


MARK BURTON 


Manchester United have re- 
sisted a further approach from 
Intemazkmalc, involving a pos- 
sible swap for the former Old 
Trafford player Paul Ince, to 
tempt Eric Cantona to Italy. 

Italian newspapers reported 
that Inter officials, who failed 
to lure the Frenchman during 
the dose season, were prepar- 
ing a £7m offer when the Ital- 
ian transfer market reopens 
for a week on 2 November. In- 
ter have also suggested an ex- 
change deal with Ince, who left 
United last summer for £7m. 

United's chair man, Martin 

Edwards, said Cantona was not 
for sale: “It is becoming a bit te- 
dious having this constant spec- 
ulation involving Inter Milan. " 

Manchester United have lost 
Rail Parker, at least in the toort- 
term. The full-back, who missed 
most of last season following 
surgery on an ankle, has had a 
cartilage operation and will be 
out of action for six weeks. 

Sheffield Wednesday yester- 
day sealed the sjgniqgs of Darko 
Kovacevic and Dejan Stefan- 
ovic Wednesday have agreed to 
pay Red Slot Belgrade about 
£4mfbr the 21 -year-olds, but the 
deal is subject to work permits 
being approved. 

Pleat, who says he is turning 
to the foreign market because of • 
the inflated prices bdpg asked by 
British dubs, previously enquired 
about Juninho. The Brazilian, 
signed by Middlesbrough, does 
not yet know if he will malm his 
Premiership debut at Manches- 
ter United on Saturday. 

Robson, returning to Old 
Trafford for the first time since 
becoming Middlesbrough man- 


ager over a year ago, will assess 
the situation when his £5m 
signing arrives in England. Jtm- 
inbo, who received his work per- 
mit last night but must wait for 
international clearance, is due 
to land later this week. 

Manchester City have made 
their first indication of the play- 
er they want to help them off the 
bottom of the Premiership by 
asking Liverpool about Nigel 
do ugh. “He is among a num- 
ber of players who I feel could 
be an asset,” City’s manager, 
Alan Ball, said. 

John Still became the sea- 
son's sixth managerial casualty 
when he resigned from Peter- 
borough United in disgust at his 
treatment from fans. He had 
been at the dub since May 1994. 
Peterborough lost 3-0 at Brent- 
ford on Saturday, which left his 
side 17th in the Second Division 
with three wins from 13 games. 

Darren Ferguson has been 
pul on the transfer list at Wolves 
at his own request The son of 
Manchester United’s manager 
Alex, was dropped for Satur- 
day’s draw with Watford. The 
midfielder, who left Old ‘ftaf- 
ford for MoHneux last year, said: 
“As soon as I play a bad game. 
I'm out of the side.” 

Hull City, bottom of the Sec- 
ond Division, face a winding-up 
order, brought by the Inland 
Revenue, in the High Court to- 
day. Their chairman, Martin 
Fob, puts the chib's chance of 
surviving the case at “50-50”. 
■ Croatia’s national coach, 
Miroslav Blazevic, is being held 
in a French prison in connection 
with a probe into the alleged ose 
of slush funds by Marseille. 
Blazevic coached Nantes be- 
tween 1989 and 199L 

Tapie appeal, page 12 


keeper was forced into action. 
Tim Flowers dived to his left to 
gather Tammy Mooney’s strike 
from outside the area. 

When a supporter staged a 
one-man pitch invasion short- 
ly before half-time, It seemed 
dear that he had seen enough 
and decided to find the quick- 
est way to be thrown out Un- 
fortunately for him, two 
minutes later, Ian Pearce, pre- 
viously untroubled at the heart 
of Blackburn’s defence, suf- 
fered an astonishing lade of con- 
centration . Almost as if 
mistaking Kevin Phillips for 
Colin Hendry, Pearce rolled a 
slow, square ball across the 
edge of the box, and the only 
danger as Phillips advanced 
and carefully placed the ball 
past Flowers’ right hand was 
that a fit of the giggles might 
spoil his aim. 

Watford re-emerged from 
the dressing-room, momentar- 
ily at least, a side transformed. 
In the 49th minute three ex- 
cellent chan ces came and went 
Flowers was at full stretch to 
palm over Keith Millen’s head- 
er, and from the corner Jeff 


Kenna was well placed to dear 
the same players shot off the 


line. Moments later, a down- 
ward header from Jamie 
Moralee was scrambled against 
the post and away by Flowers. 

It was a sequence which the 
home side would soon regret 
Ripley’s cross-aim-sbot against 
the bar - a trick be later re- 
peated - was a belated sign of 
intent from the League cham- 
pions, and after 5 9 minutes the 
wingers comer found its way off 
Hendry’s head to AJan Shear- 
er unmarked on the left corner 
of the area. His shot might just 
have miss ed the far post, but a 
ricochet off Darren Bazeley 
made the argument academic. 

As the pattern returned to its 
previous tedium, Blackburn 
were now the more likely win- 
ners. A header from Newell 
brought a marvellous reflex 
save from Kevin Miller and as 
David Batty, following up, 
seemed certain to score. Miller 
was at his feet to deny hhn. But 
then, after 79 minutes, Jeff 
Kenna turned Colin Foster 
down the left and his was cross 
gave Newell an easy header to 
secure the victory. 

Watted (4-4-at Mai; Bareiejt Mien, Fob- 
on; HoWsworth: Mooney Ramaes, Rahner, 
Lawn; Moratee, PhUps. Sl toBa i w not 
mvk page. Pttchw; Oieny (04- 
Btadcbom ten (4-4-2}: Romos: Borg, 
Hendry. Pearce. Kama; Sherwood, Batty, 
WMutt, Bp ley; NawaS, Shearer. Substi- 
tute* not wed; Holmes, Sutton, Mrnnra 
«0. 

IMarae: P Jones (UwtffeonougfrL 
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ACROSS 24 

I Means of opening Celtic 

barrow, perhaps (7) 25 

5 Pan is acceptable with 

foreign tag inside it (4-3) 26 

V Sheds, for example, not 
allowed next to fines (9) 

10 Potplant (5) 27 

II Century not recorded 
when be led India? (5) 

12 Fitting; onto upper con- 
struction (9) 1 

14 Rattigan made such play 2 
of divorce statistics (8,6) 

17 Worthless condition of 3 
canines, if king-damaged 4 

21 Wdc woollen fabric, 5 
tightly bound together 

<p). 6 

23 Backing in the barrel, 

Diogenes was such a lazy 7 
son!(5) 


Climber of volume to 
wear away surface? (5) 
Issue No 1 of “The 


Lady”, say? (9) 

One manipulates dis- 15 

placed organ, fittmg be- 
tween two pipes (7) 16 

Number or company join- 
ing mutinous ship (7) IS 


DOWN 19 

Best echoic version (6) 20 

Main features of old-fasb- 22 
ioned belief (7) 

Weapon to backfire? (9) 25 
Sleep and oxygen helping 
recovery (11) 

Idle talk of Georgia’s 


Broadcast from Pluto, in- 
trinsically (8) 

Early short price I put out 

(u) 

Foreign visa found m gar- 
ret of one’s ancestor? (9) 
See Parking device done 
with? (8) 

Observed, like one with 
varicella symptoms (7) 


Sculptor’s hole-in-one (7) 
Shoe with black heel (6) 


Shoe with black heel (6) 
Set of values from the 
Channel Islands? (5) 
Douglas given up, right? 


contraction (3) 

III humour of wal 


IQ humour of walton say, 
without line? (5) 
Unhurried response in 
church (7) 


enrtMtad ftp NcvqncKT MKtetag Ptc, I C»n*i» $qme, Oran? WbHt, London EM JOL, and prated at Mirror Colon Prior, Si 
AtfwmRuaLWjibxiJ 
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Opening shots: Alec Stewart pulls through mid-wicket during yesterday^ match against Nicky Oppenheimer’s XI . Photograph: Clive Mason/Allsport 


England enjoy fun and farce 


Cricket 

JAMES ALEXANDER 
reports from Randjesfbntein 
England 242-4 do: 

NF0X1 130 

England won by 112 runs 


England won the opening 
match of their tour largely as 
they pleased yesterday and had 
some fun along the way. Nicky 
Oppenheimer’s coflection of 
has-beens and young thrusters 
under the captaincy of his son, 
Jonathan, was never going to 
provide problems for an in- 
ternational team - even Eng- 
land- The victory margin was 
112 runs. 

Th^ will be many more de- 
manding occasions aliped — 
they could scarcely be less de- 
manding - but it was a perfectly 
pleasant way for England to 
mark their first game in South 
Africa for 31 years. The sun- 
shine was flawless, the ground 
picturesque and the largesse 
agreeable. The proceeds from 
a crowd of around 1,000 went 
to the United Cricket Board of 
South Africa’s development 


programme and, in the spirit of 
unity, blade and white children 
played happily together on the 
outfield dining intervals. 

Oppenheimer decided he 
wanted his own cricket ground, 
so he built one on his estate. Di- 
amond billionaires can do that 
sort of thing. He has made a 
splendid job of it, too. The 
pavilion is marble-floored, and 
Ernie Els could practice his 
putting on the outfield. 

The atmosphere was relaxed, 
the drcmnstances occasionally 
dose to farcical. Herschelle 
Gibbs, me of toe most highly- 
rated young batsmen in South 
Africa, was unable to field after 
slipping m the shower. When he 


batted, he was out for nought. 
Later, Hugh ftge, who had one 
season with Essex in toe late 
1980s, faced two balls before re- 
alising he was not wearing his 
contact lenses. When he re- 
turned, Page saw toe ball well 
enough to clobber three sixes 
off Richard Illingworth. 

Illingworth, though, collect- 
ed five wickets and he and Alec 
Stewart, playing his first match 
sinftft July, will take most from 
toe game. fiUiigworto’s chances 
will be at a premium in a Tfest 
series sure to be dominated by 
qoicklxtwlinggbntheisavast- 
ly improved bowfex over the past 
12 tnbotosr-andhe wfll not rode 
as many boats as Philip IbfbelL 


•(En 0 ant/w» tn«# . - 

EMQUWD’. 

*M AMMrtmb Rags _ — — ,_34 

A jstonwt retted. ' — — — :_„74 

M R Rrnvrahnh Rw-b 
JPOi^cCtomMmarbBgrtenfea— 14 

R A Smith c Teosar b Wfants, J .? 

1R C Annl not out j — 35 

MVMMrnon net out* — 1ft 

Extna (b3.nb7). i -IP 

Total (Mr 6, 602 mats) 'MZ 

FMfc 1-88. 2-147, 3-J.7B, 4-1B3, 5-205. 
DM notfaac D Orntfi M CBoB, R K*k«*rtv 
DEIMooim. 


- Mad'i w i tai& mm*- . 

MYteMgbfcWcel iu ^.^. — ' ■ .7 

HFPwwtebteHacxth : . 

D M BMbM» b Gotti i .i.'.m .'-I 

UHOBtecateWi&Miwwnti 0: 

HAfls«ec«jswB tMftteortfi' : 77 

SEJaoitbjfiunoiX . — U — ^8 

‘ WToe^raandbWaOtasoa .... ..... 3 

*J OpMPbamsrDotovt ,<■ : 71 

AffotwecGfxMiiffcijjtarffT „.l 

■&te»«il.rttaa 3 


% ftol£L2-3-3>l;Ka*i 1D-M80; Baton- 
stem 13-1 -63-1; Onpertatmr44)-9sa 


R* 1-2. 2-4& 3-56,' 4-SS, 9*3, 6-m 
7^8*5.9-115. : ■ ... 


teetehS24-488c^MUteon 


Ray IDingworth says he 
wants his namesake's sensible, 
character on tour rather than 
the volcanic presence of 
TufhelL He also darned a de- 
gree of credit for helping Djing- 
worth.. Apparently, Raymond 
noticed a flaw in Richard's ac- 
tion and encouraged him to 
place his rear foot parallel to 
the bowling crease m deliveiy 
stride. “His action had become 
dackbecanse of all the one-day 
cricket," Raymond said, “and 
this ^flowed him to get more 
body into his action.*. - 

A coin was not even required 
to decide England would bat and, 
before hmo, toe hosts’ gen- 
erosity extended beyond rig ging 
the toss and ample helpfrqp of 
anoked salmon and chardoanay. 
Michael Atherton and Stewart 
were both dropped twice - toe 
chances ranging from dollies to 
difficult -and some of the bowl- 
ing was no better than decent 
did) standard. Yet England's 
batting had an ample coating of 
rust and the potential carnage 
never materialised. 

Atherton missed a drive at 
Page and Stewart struggled des- 
perately to discover his tuning 


in Ids first innings since July. He 
gradually started to play sweet 
shots and the two and a half 
hours he spent in the middle b* 
foreretiring at lunch will do turn 
no harm. . ~ 

Mark Ramprakash was in 
better touch than any of the se^ 
nior batsmen and one of the 
management’s most fervent 
hopes is that his sublime talent 
-10 centuries fast summer- can 
ait last be translated into Tfest 
match runs. John Crawley and 
Robin Smith also looked like 
men in need of match practice^ 
but at least there is more than 
threeweeks until toe first Test; 
Jack Russell worked toe baff 
around effectively in the late 
overs. 

Devon Malcolm and Darren 
Gough knew toe alow pitch, 
would draw much of toeir sting 
and they eased themselves ge$- 
tty info action, never attempt 
ingto reach full pace. It was left 
td Illingworth and Mike 
Watlrinsn n to run. through thp 
batting. Some wickets were 
earned with genuine skill, oth- 
ers presented by wild slogs as 
the festival atmosphere lasted 
until toe end. 


Edwards to miss final 


Rugby League 

DAVE HADF1ELD 


The England captain, Shaun 
Edwards, has suffered the worst 
blow of his career by being ruled 
out of the Halifax Centenary 
World Cup final at Wembley on 
Saturday. 

The Wigan scrum-half re- 
signed himself to mi ssin g the 
tournament decider yesterday 
when he had a recurrence of the 
knee infection that kept him out 
of toe semi-final victory over 
Whies. “I feel very sorry for 
Shaun," said the England 
coach, Phfl Larder. “I know how 
hard he has prepared for this 
competition and he has been a 
tremendous help to me in the 
budd-np.’’ 

Edwards has had a miserable 
World Cup, going down with a 
stomach bog after England's 
opening match win over Aus- 
tralia and only making a brief 


appearance as a substitute 
against Fiji since. 

His infected knee is a legacy 
of the Australian match and a 
bitterly disappointed Edwards 
has complained about the initial 
medical attention be received. 

The effect of his withdrawal 
is that Bobbie Gouldin^, out- 
standing against Wales m Ed- 
wards’ absence, wfl) definitely be 
at scrum-half on Saturday. 

Larder had been hoping to 
keep Australia guessing about 
who would fill the role at 
Wembley. Now, with John 
Bentley and Daryl Powell un- 
likely to be fit to return, he is 
odds-on to name toe same 
side that beat Whies. Jason 
Robinson and Andy Farrell 
are both expected to be fit 

The Widnes referee; Stuart 
Cummings, has been put in 
charge of the final. “It is the pin- 
nacle of my career,” said toe 
34-year-old. “We will try to 
achieve' -toe conditions to 


allow the players to display their 
skills.” 

Both England and Australia 
are likely to be tolerably pleased 
with the choice. Playing under 
a referee of toe same national- 
ity helps players know what is 
expected of them, but the Aus- 
tralian camp have also "farfe 
complimentary noises about 
Cummings. They wfll certainly 
prefer him to Russell Smith, 
who penalised them heavily in 
their semifinal against New 
Zealand on Saturday and who 
was the subject of a post-match 
protest. 

The Australian coach. Bob. 
Folton, wiU name his final line- 
up todzy. Provided Rod Wishart 
has recovered from, leg and 
head injuries, Fulton is unlike- 
ly to deviate far from toe side 
that beat toe Kims in injury 
time, although David Gillespie 
could come mto contention if 
his hamstring has recovered 
fully. 


Weight loss to be monitored 


Boxing 


by toe Board’s doctors, in the 


Boxers will not be able to fight 
shy of the scales in future if, as 
expected, a new weight-check- 
ing scheme is written into the 
British Board of Control's rule 
book today. 

A new 1st of safety measures 
to be announced in toe wake of 
James Murray's death after a ti- 
tle fight in Glasgow two weeks 

mtoe weeks before tltielxrats 
to combat toe effects of dehy- 
dration. The list mil be part of 
a report from an independent 
working patty, headed by a leadr 
mg nemologist, Peter Richards, 
which was set up after Bradley 
Stone's death 18 months anp- 

Fighters will have to achieve 
a poundage target, to be fixed 


week or fortnight before a ma- 
jor contest, or toe contest could 


for contest, or toe contest oonld 
be called off. The checks could 

er. An acxoL-toe-bol^ sys- 
tem would be very difficult; to 
implement, but the surprise el- 
ement should keep fighters to 
todr prescribed marie.. 

Losing weight saps stamina 
and causes dehydration, a state 
which can make boxers more 
prone to serious injury. It was 
the m&or reason wljr toe Board 
moved weigh-ins to 24 hours be- 
fore the event Late last year, 
the Board got tough with the 
now-retired Chris Eubank, who 
used to virtually cut out food 
and drink for a couple of days 
before fights to bofl down to the 
12st super-middleweight limi t. 


uetic Resonance Imaging brain 

scans.- the cost of whichpro- 
moter Frank V&iTCn has offered 
to underwrite for every British 
boxerin the coming year -will 
be compulsory and is more ad- 
vanced technology than the 
present CT scanning. The MR1 
scan provides a more in-depth 
search of the brain and'a vital 
preventative measure. 

The rest periods for fighters 
stopped by knock-CKii-present- 
ty 28 days -could be extended 
in future, and similar, temp orar y 
adelining may even be ordered 
for boxers involved in hard 
contests, even though they may 
have gone the distance. Neither 
more time between rounds nor 
a reduction of rounds is ex- 
pected .to be part of toe 1995 
medical package. 

Writ from Lewis, page 25 


IF YOU 
SPEND AT 
LEAST 
£1100 P.A. 
ON GAS, WE 
COULD SAVE 
YOU MONEY 


Ring us for a quote and you could soon 
be enjoying the benefits of switching to 
low cost gas from Amerada. 

There’ll be no new pipes, roadworks or 


inconvenience. 


Just savings you can keep to yourself. 


HESS 


RMERHDR HESS GRS 

CALL 0500 001 100 


BRINGING LOW COST 
GAS TO BRITAIN 
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